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1631 K- Street s NeWe
dashington 6, D. C.

: May'ly, 1952 '
Honorable John 3., Wood

Chairman : ety
House Committee on

Un-American Activities oo T
Room 220 Uld House Office Building Kb T8
Washington 25, D. Cs ; 2T £ :
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Dear Mr. Wood: ' AT
: ks you know, I am under subpoena to ajpear befored ',
your Committee on May 21, 1952, Fviay s

I am most willing to answer all questions about

 myself., I.have nothing to hide from-your Committee and

.“-‘

there is nothing in .y life of which I am ashamed, I'have
been adv¥géd by counsel that under the Fifth Adendment I
‘have a constitutional privilege to decline to apswer any. w. .
yuestions about my political opinions, activities amd *
associatfons, on the grounds of self-incriminationy I do-

not wish to.claim this privilege. I am ready and ﬁfi&&ng

to testify before the representatives of our Goverhment us

to my own opinions and my own actions, regardless of any

rtska or ccnagguuncea to myself,

s »
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. But I am advised by counsel that if I answér the
Committee's questions about myself, . must also answer. :
questions @bout other people @nd that if I refuse to do so,

1 can be cited for contempt, Ky coungel tells me that if

I answer questions about myself, I will have waived my rights s
under the Filfth Amendment and could be forced le%alli to
answer guestions about others. This is very difficult for a

layman to understand., But there is one principle that 1 do

understand: 1 am willing, now or in the future, to bring

bad trouble to peopde who, in my past association with them,

were completely innocent of any talk or any action that was 4
disloyal or subversive. 1 do not like siibversion or disloyalty {
in any form and if I had ever seen any 1 would have considered

it my duty te have r Omﬁd it ﬁo the proper authorities. ;B:t.

to hurt innocent people whom 1 knew y years ago in order to

save myself i:ﬁ?tone,“ﬁhgdﬁun and!lgge¥ it andstséaqngggle.
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