honorable John 3. Wood - 2 - May 19, 1952

I cannot and will not cut my conscience to fit this year's
fashions, even though I long ago came to the conclusion
that I was not a political person and could have no comfort-
able place in any political group.

I was raised in an old-fashioned American tradi-
tion and there were certain homely things that were taught
to me: to try to tell the truth, not to bear false witness,
not to harm my neighbor, to be loyal to my country, and so on,
In general, I respected these ideals of Christian honor and
did as well with them as I knew how, It is my belief that
you will agree with these simple rules of human decency and
will not expect me to violate the good American tradition
from which they spring. I would, therefore, like to come
before you and speak of myself,

I am prepared to waive the privilege against self-
incrimination and to tell you é¥érything you wish to know about
my views or actions if your Committee will agree to refrain
from asking me to name other people. If the Committee is
unwilling to give me this assurance, 1 will be forced to
plead the privilege of the Fifth Amendment at the hearing.

A reply to this letter. would be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Lillian hellman
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