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Similarities in the two Sources
In discussing the topic of extinction, the two sources use factual and sentimental approaches to elicit the supposed awareness to the audience. Past studies have been used to provide facts in support of the claims in the two publications. In the online article, the focus is on the extinction of the Chinese paddlefish. Based on a study done by journal Science of the Total Environment, the extinction of the fish has resulted from the overfishing and dam construction along China’s Yangtze River (Katzman, 2020). Chapter one of the book highlights the extinction of the Panamanian golden frog resulting from infection by a fungus known as Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis—batrachos. In chapter two, there is description of the fallacies involving the species identity of the bones found in Ohio, which Cuvier later identified to be that of a Mastodon. After the extinction of this organism, it has become difficult to identify it and questions of evolution emerges and Charles Darwin supports them following his voyage of the world (Kolbert, 2014). 
The two sources use vivid discussion to describe the ideal ecosystems for the two species in the perspective of their feeding and breeding patterns. They present good examples of journalism as they present facts from all sides and do not appear to be biased towards one side. They focus on using logical science to provide information regarding why species are becoming extinct. The article blames human activities as a major cause to species extinction with the Chinese paddlefish surviving the mass extinction that killed off the dinosaurs and many marine reptiles only to face their biggest threat that would eliminate them.
Differences
While the Smithsonian article is short and direct to the point regarding the extinction of Chinese Paddlefish, Kolbert’s book goes into deeper details regarding the history, the science and the fallacies surrounding extinction.  The book provides the topic of extinction in two contexts, i.e. the background extinction that happens slowly and may go unnoticed and the mass extinction that may happen due to a sudden or drastic change in the ecosystem of an organism that makes life unbearable for a particular species (Kolbert, 2014). The Smithsonian article fails to highlight the particular context in which the paddlefish became extinct something that the book narrates vividly in the examples it has given including the Panamian gold frog and the Mastodon.
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