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Voting represents the foundational concepts of democratic structures in society[footnoteRef:1]. Arguably, it’s one of the most fundamental rights for citizens in democracies since they are given the chance to elect their representatives consequently affirming the notion of free choice governance. The right to vote to represent a foundational virtue in democracies tying an individual to the society’s social order. Voting in democracies encompasses the ideas of self-governance and democratic expression. Participation through voting is usually important since it ensures that the representatives elected and their decisions affecting all citizens are made democratically. [1:  Daniel, John, and Roger Southall. Voting for Democracy: watershed elections in contemporary Anglophone Africa. Routledge, 2019.] 

It is important to note that voting in democracies is important since it allows each individual to make known their opinions and ideas. The act of choosing those occupying public offices expresses the idea that citizens have control of the political world[footnoteRef:2]. Virtually, it is believed that elected individuals would represent the wishes of the electorate. Voting in democracies is seen as a process of approving the elected representatives to continue serving in the government. For instance, governments are based on citizen votes for representation and that no man is arguably good enough to govern another without their consent. According to Lincoln, the consent to form a democratic government can only be achieved through voting. [2:  FirstPost. In a democracy, the importance of voting with a view for collective benefit. Retrieved: Last Accessed 10/09/2020 https://www.firstpost.com/living/in-a-democracy-the-importance-of-voting-with-a-view-for-collective-benefit-7976631.html] 

Observably voting is an essential factor in maintaining a continued democracy. For this reason, governments should not place unnecessary inhibitors partially affecting a certain portion of the voters. Against this understanding, it is imperative to understand that governments have the obligation to remove these obstacles to make voting easy and practicable for every citizen. 
Considering the issue of universal suffrage and equality to vote, Texas state has a history of creating institutional barriers that prohibited blacks from voting[footnoteRef:3]. For instance, in 1923, Texas created the white primary, an institutional barrier that ensured that the blacks did not participate in the vote until 1944. [3:  Gunter, Rachel Michelle. "More than Black and White: Woman Suffrage and Voting Rights in Texas, 1918-1923." Ph.D. diss., 2017.] 

Similarly, even though black women were allowed to vote in the northern states, suffrage for the women had historically been a reality only for white women. Takin a look in history, all women were denied the right to vote in Texas in the preceding years before 1921 when the state ratified the 19th amendment prohibiting the exclusion from the voting process based on sex. It is noted that the ratification of the law only allowed white women to vote, successfully locking out Mexican-born women and all the black women who were already registered[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Laurie B. Green. Voter Restrictions Have Deep History in Texas. Retrieved: https://news.utexas.edu/2019/06/10/voter-restrictions-have-deep-history-in-texas/ 2019] 

Today, 100 years after the approval of women’s suffrage, there are still issues in Texas concerning voting rights, however, this time revolving around steps to end voter fraud. The voter registration law already in place seeks to eliminate non-citizens from participating in the polls. Ideally, the law might be targeting the same individuals who were excluded from the voting process over a century ago especially the women of African origin and immigrant women[footnoteRef:5]. In a sense, voter suppression through racially biased laws has been the new order restricting blacks and Latinos from participating in the vote. [5:  Jen Rice. How Texas Prevented Black Women From Voting Decades After The 19th Amendment. Retrieved: https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/in-depth/2019/06/28/338050/100-years-ago-with-womens-suffrage-black-women-in-texas-didnt-get-the-right-to-vote/ 2019] 


Voter apathy refers to the situation where eligible voters do not turn up to take part in public elections[footnoteRef:6]. The poor voter turnout in Texas has been an event repeating itself through the previous election cycles. It is evident that the state has had a depressing turn out which has been attributed to suppressive efforts by the state and lack of motivation among the voters. Low voter turnout in Texas is a reflection of the voter offensive laws in the state. The implication is that it has repeatedly led to unequal representation. Also, low voter turnout can lead to the unequal representation of the will of the people. [6:  Travis Bubenik. Why Is Voter Turnout So Low in Texas? Retrieved:  https://www.kut.org/post/why-voter-turnout-so-low-texas 2016] 

Minority vote is expected to make a huge difference in the coming polls in 2020. Texas alone houses close to 4.8 million immigrants mainly from Latin American countries and Asian populations. According to estimates, more than a third of these populations will take part in the polls considering their eligibility to vote. Electorally speaking, if the suppressive laws are relaxed, then the minority vote would make a change in the upcoming elections[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  NPR. (2020). How Important Are The Black And Latino Votes In This Election? Retrieved: https://www.npr.org/2020/03/08/813384389/how-important-are-the-black-and-latino-votes-in-this-election] 
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