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The Flea
The flea by John Donne, written probably around the 17th century in the Elizabethan era, revolves mainly around the theme of love. Metaphorically, John Donne has highlighted the theme of erotic love trying to woo a woman into sleeping with him (Mansour, pp. 7). Observably, during this period, fleas were a common phenomenon and were considered normal; in this sense, the narrator in this poem, presumed to be a young man, is trying to lure a woman into having sex with him by using the flea as a conceit. The young man points out to the woman that the flea has sucked blood from both of them, in an entirely natural process with no sin or shame or even loss of virginity. 

Additionally, he points out that through the natural act of sucking by the flea, their blood is mingled and wishes if only they could emulate the flea and do the act of mingling their own blood through sexual intercourse. John Donne has also used the flea as a symbol representing love and marriage (Second stanza). The woman attempts to kill the flea, but the narrator stops her from doing the act, telling her that it would amount to a sacrilegious since the flea represents a sacred symbol of marriage. With flea, the young man develops a logical argument specifically tailored to convince the woman to his side. The innocent action of the flea’s sucking of their blood implies a union between the two in the body of a tiny insect (Brackett pp. 28). For this reason, he tries to persuade the woman urging her not to hesitate to have sex with her. 
The killing of the flea by the woman indicates that she disregards the man’s arguments and prefers to keep her virginity over the man's desire to have sex with her. For this reason, she chooses to remain pure (Mansour, 8).  In this poem, John Donne has highlighted the three major themes of love, sex, and seduction through the use of a tiny insect, the flea. Using a logical argument and reasoning, the man attempts to have his mistress see sense. He states that their blood has mingled in the flea and has resulted in no shame, guilt, or even sin, but however he has failed in his attempts, and the lady eventually kills the flea, signifying the end of the man’s sexual desires with the woman (Schulze 30). 
Regarding literary stylistic devices used in the poem, repetition has been used as a persuasive device by the man trying to persuade the woman into giving herself over to him. Mark and sucked have been repeated in lines 1 and 3, respectively, primary to convince the woman. To bring out the poem's main idea, John Donne has utilized pun inline-four, stating that “our two bloods mingled be,” (Stanza one), implying that, in blood, the two had been united by the flea which had bitten them both. Literally, the phrase can also mean sexual intercourse, a common phenomenon among newlywed couples. Metaphorically, the man highlights his jealousy, stating that the flea does not have to woo the woman before sucking her blood, whereas he has to please her before having sex with her. 
The swelling of the flea with the two's blood can be interpreted to mean sexual connotation explicitly referring to an erection of the man during sexual intercourse. Lastly, he attempts to convince her, stating that having sex with him would not make her lose her maidenhead (Line 8, Stanza one), neither will it result in sin or even shame. 
Rhetorical questions have as well been used; when the woman kills the innocent flea, the man asks her, “purpled thy nail in blood of innocence?” Arguably, the author uses this to expound on the cruel act of the woman killing the innocent flea. 
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