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Fixing road transport in South Carolina
Arguably, to support economic growth and enhance traffic safety, it is imperative to note that most of America’s rural transportation system needs urgent repairs and modernization. Despite this being a public issue, it has not been treated with urgency because the country faces a backlog of approximately 200 billion dollars to facilitate these repairs and improve the rural transport network (Olgin, 2017). An evaluation of the South Carolina’s roads indicates a need for immediate improvement to particularly address the deficiency in most of the state’s roads and bridges and inadequate connectivity and capacity. 
Observably, the rate of traffic fatalities on the state’s non-interstate rural roads is considerably higher than the fatality on all other roads anywhere in the state and is potentially the highest in the nation. Most of the rural roads in the state are narrow, with exposed hazards, steep slopes and limited clear zones on the sidewalks. In 2018 alone, 593 fatalities were registered on South Carolina’s non-Interstate rural roads (National Transportation Research, 2020). Bridges and roads in the state have significant deficiencies which require immediate attention. Admittedly, close to 15 % of South Carolina’s roads are marked by poor conditions (The Times and Democrat, 2020). Because this is a public issue, there is a need for an urgent infusion of investment to rescue the crumbling infrastructure. 
To effectively fix the state’s crumbling roadways, transportation officials indicated that they needed a lot of money to help them in fixing what is broken. South Carolina’s Department of Transportation has observably received a lot of proceeds of a massive borrowing bill that were approved in the spring of 2019 for the roads with no physical improvements on the roads. Also, the department’s budget has been doubled for more than six years. 
The department’s director Christy Hall has however hailed the gas hike tax claiming that it is an essential factor in restoring the crumbling transport system. Additionally, he indicated that the funds would be used in restoring the structurally deficient bridges and roads. Despite this being a serious public concern, the concerned individuals have failed to provide effective solutions to the problem, this is indicative of failed public administration (White, 1955).  
Considering this as an issue of public concern, various stakeholders are involved, some of which include the Transportation for America, an advocacy group interested in ensuring that the government invests in ensuring the roads are secure, the congress who are required to provide additional federal funding to the state for the repair of the roadways. Similarly, the South Carolina Department of Transportation is also a stakeholder in this public issue. The state's department for roads indicates in its ten-year plan the desire to bring about 17,000 miles of road up to a good rating, indicating that about 465 out 750 structurally deficient bridges need to be replaced.
Despite collecting enough revenue from the state gas hike enough to handle ¾ of the repairs, the initial desire to restore the state’s crumbling roadways has not been fully realized. This can be considered a challenge because the department has prioritized new or expanded roads, consequently failing to focus on the backlog of roads in poor conditions. The idea of poor prioritization had led to the development of unnecessary new infrastructures when the repair of the roadways was more important (Tim Smith, 2017). 
Admittedly, it is imperative to understand that if the conditions of the roads in South Carolina are to be improved, and with the evident inefficiency of the state’s department for roads, there is need for the state’s legislating body to exercise oversight of how the repairs and maintenance are done. Also, minor adjustments on some of the roads have indicated greater potentials in increasing safety, consequently resulting in fewer fatalities annually. 
 From the above scenario, I have realized that there seems to lack effective management practices in South Carolina’s Department of Roads because they set targets and deadlines but do not make use of the available resources in a best possible manner. 
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