3









Learning to Need Guns










Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission

In this article, the authors have highlighted the factors influencing the American’s desire to carry guns everywhere they go. Shapira & Simon (2018) argue that most Americans feel the urge to carry guns with them everywhere they go. According to them, this is a feeling that is in their minds as well as their bodies. Observably, most individuals have a sense of physical and emotional danger each time they do not have their guns. Evidence drawn from this article suggests that the practice of carrying guns by most individuals has been influenced by both cognitive schemas regarding the overall risks and safety of the Americans. 
Similarly, Shapira & Simon (2018) have observed that for some, the need to carry and shoot guns is particularly for personal experiences and pleasure. Admittedly, no individual is born with the intention to carry guns, but rather this is a social practice that is learned through life. As with other social practices, the need to carry and shoot guns is influenced by the development of cognitive schemas and personal experiences that are arguably not innate but are however learned through individual interactions among other reasons. In a sense, the main questions presented by the researchers in this study particularly sought to examine the process through which individuals learn the cognitive schemas associated with the practice of carrying and shooting guns. 
Evidence drawn this study indicated the sense of danger prompting individuals to carry guns is gendered and racialized. Observably, women usually have a feeling of being insecure; for this reason, they need protection from the arguably masculinized society. Also, the study noted that there were significant differences in the perception of risks between men and women. Men often tend to engage in a series of behaviour that is meant to make them safer by applying situational awareness and are thus cognizant of their environments consequently avoiding presumably dangerous surroundings as opposed to women (Carlson, 2015).
In some neighbourhoods with high crime rates, the development of the cognitive schemas influencing the desire to carry guns was mainly due to the fear of women being raped and robbed. It is imperative to note that neighbourhoods indicative of subcultures of violence have prompted individuals to carry guns, claiming they have a right to self-protect and others. Similarly, men also expressed a fear of having their wives and daughters raped. Generally, the study registered similar factors as those found before influencing the development of the cognitive schemas to carry guns, especially for self-defence (Bankston et al., 1990). 
However, if given a chance to point out issues not addressed by the researchers, I would question the role of state law enforcers in ensuring the safety of all people in order to inhibit the development of these schemas prompting Americans to continue carrying guns. For instance, as observed by Bobo (2007), Alabama advised its citizens to abandon the duty to retreat and encouraged citizens to stand their ground. In this situation, the state promoted the development of these schemas and did not provide an alternative other with the ownership of guns. I would carry out research focusing on the need to carry guns in relation to the duty of public law enforcers. 
After examining these articles, I understand that the social practice of carrying guns by individuals is particularly for protection, self-defence. However, in my defence also imposes a duty for an individual to retreat before actualizing the use of force. Stand-your-ground laws enacted by some states as per my review also plays a significant role in shaping the cognitive schemas to carry guns. Against this background, I have failed to understand if the stand your ground laws are meant to deter victimization or increase fatalities in the act a self-defence mission goes wrong. Considering the availability of self-defence laws prompting individuals to learn to carry guns, my research would therefore focus on the role of state law enforcers. 
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