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Abstract
Shakespeare’s play Othello has arguably examined the position of women in the Victorian era. The play has given a deep exploration of the issues such as clandestine marriage, issues of adultery consequently highlighting the three social classes of women. Living in the patriarchal society (Katie Gantley, 2015), the women were expected to adhere to the strict social hierarchies and the regulations governing the behavior of women. Shakespeare has used three women in the play namely Desdemona, Emilia, and Bianca. Even though the women have their expectations of the society, they however have to behave according to the dictates of the Venetian society as Shakespeare attempts to highlight in Othello. 
The following represents an analysis of the position of women in the Shakespearean society as brought out in Othello. Observably, women in Othello are seen as the property of men. In act one, Brabantio files a complaint to the state of Venice and the Duke stating that Othello has stolen and drugged his daughter. As a daughter, Desdemona is still her father’s possession hence requiring his care and control. Similarly, when Othello is sent on an operation to Cyprus, he lives Desdemona under the care of Iago stating, "To his conveyance, I will assign my wife (Shakespeare, 2006).” Arguably, the implication of this quote is that Desdemona, as Othello’s wife, is his possession and thus needs to be guarded and transported (Kolin, 2013). 
Shakespeare presents a society where women were considered a weaker gender and were therefore subordinates to men. For this reason, they required protection which would only be provided by the men. For instance, as Othello exits, the first senator says, “Adieu, brave Moor; use Desdemona well.” It is imperative to understand that under this context, the phrase “use” was used to mean “look after.” The women in the Elizabethan era expected to bow to their husbands who would utilize them at their will (Benson, 2011). 
As observed, women after marriage were expected to fulfill the desires of their husbands. Moreover, Shakespeare presents women as mere objects for sex. Men in the play have repeatedly used abusive terms while referring to women. 
Admittedly, it is evident the women do not use the abusive terms back at the men. Iago is seen using very sexist and offensive language since he believes women are annoying sex objects. For instance, while referring to his relationship with Emila he states that he, “drown himself for the love of a guinea-hen (Shakespeare, 2006).” He accuses Emilia of not satisfying him consequently labeling her a prostitute. Ideally, women in Othello are expected to behave and conduct themselves in conformity to the expectations of society.
Shakespeare’s play Othello also highlights the aspect of violence against women (Benson, 2011). For instance, after the suspected affair between Desdemona and Cassio, Othello constantly abuses his wife calling her, "public whore, a commoner, a strumpet, and a devil." Additionally, he makes significant threats to kill her, “I’ll tear her all to pieces!” and “chop her into messes (Shakespeare, 2006). Othello ultimately kills Desdemona in their matrimonial bed with a pillow.
Lastly, women in Othello are presented as passive beings who are expected to follow the strict social norms defining a perfect woman or face the fateful consequences of disobedience. In this play, the women have been presented as victims of the society who are viewed as the weaker sex. There are ideal ways in which women are expected to behave. Arguably, this has consequently suppressed and restricted their femininity in the Venetian society (Katie Gantley, 2015). For instance, women are expected to get married, manage their homes, and look after their children. Also, they are not expected to question the decisions of their husbands, however, they are expected to uphold chastity and obedience (Tommy Chen, 2018). These rules in addition to the dictates of the patriarchal society justified the subordination of women.  
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