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Cold war refers to the period of political tensions that existed between the USA and the Soviet Union and its allies. During this period, there existed no large-scale fighting between the two nations, but they instead supported the proxy wars. Westad (2017) argued that the cold war was based on ideological differences and the struggle for global supremacy between the two nations. The cold war was characterized by the highly intensified arms race and the unending desire for world dominance. Some of the significant events during this war include; containment which refers to the efforts to significantly block the Soviet Union from gaining huge influence in Europe by making alliances and supporting weaker nations. This was made possible through the Marshall Plan and the Truman doctrine, which were meant to help military and economic plans of countries such as Greece and Turkey (Steil, 2018). 
Secondly, the iron curtain involved the separation of Europe between East and West Europe. The iron curtain was to check the spread of communism in Europe.
Berlin airlift
This occurred after the US and Britain announced a proposal that sought to introduce a new currency in West Berlin. The proposal caused an economic crisis in the Soviet Union as they struggled to adjust to the new regulations (Shulman, 2019).  The soviet responded by cutting off all rail, canal and road networks to West Berlin. 




The U-2 Incident
This incident refers to the instance when the Soviets directly shot at a US soldier. The soviet gunned down a US reconnaissance plane claiming it was collecting the country’s intelligence data, claims which the US refused. The shooting of the plane remains an important event in the cold war because it represents an occasion of confrontation between the two nations hence flaring of tensions. 
The Cuban missile crisis
In October 1962, a US spy plane discovered a nuclear site under construction in Cuba. And because these missiles had great ranges capable of hitting the US, President John announced a naval blockade over Cuba in readiness to any possible attack from the Soviet Union. During this period, the reconnaissance flights continued over Cuba with the two nations continuing to engage in wars of words; this enhanced tensions between the US and the soviets.

Vietnam war
[bookmark: _GoBack]The war acted as a proxy war for the Soviet Union and the US. After France failed to control Vietnam, the North decided to form a communist party. When it was clear that the North was backed by the communist soviet, the US and its allies were determined to get rid of all communism in the North (Steil, 2018). The US and the Soviet-supported their allies but did not wage war against each other.
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