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The following objectives are covered in this assignment:
· Read and comprehend a work of fiction.  
· Identify and analyze key events in the story and relate them to the plot pyramid. 
· Determine a central theme within the text. 
· Summarize and analyze the reading selection.  
· Examine how the author’s choices (i.e., setting, characterization, pacing) affect the theme of the story.
· Compare and contrast two themes from the reading selection. 
· Provide evidence to support analysis of the reading selection.

In this course you have been introduced to many works of literature. In this session, you will pick a selection to continue reading or pick a new selection of your choice to read in its entirety. You are to obtain your selected book from your school or local library, or you may download a digital copy if one is available. You are encouraged to research the suggested reading titles to find one that interests you. Please talk with your teacher to approve your book selection before you begin reading.  

Below are suggested readings, organized by genre. Titles with an (*) have been introduced in the course, and you might want to finish reading them in their entirety.

To get started, select a book from the suggested reading list.

Suggested Readings:

Drama
*Macbeth, by William Shakespeare
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
The Tempest by William Shakespeare
The Tragedy of Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Fiction - Novel
*A Journal of the Plague Year by Daniel Defoe
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes
*Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
*Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
*Hard Times by Charles Dickens
*Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
The Once and Future King by T. H. White
White Teeth by Zadie Smith
Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
As you read, complete the following During Reading Activities. You will need to pace yourself as you read so that you can complete these activities in a timely manner. You should be completing a portion of each activity after you read each chapter. Check with your teacher to see when these activities should be turned in. 

During Reading Activities: There are four activities that you will complete as you read your book. After each chapter, reflect on the reading and complete a portion of the activity worksheets based on new information learned. All activities should be completed by the time you finish your book.

If you chose a book from the Novel – Fiction section of the suggested reading list, complete the following activities:

· Novel – Fiction Activity 1: Novel or Play Study Sheet
· Novel – Fiction Activity 2: Character Study Sheet
· Novel – Fiction Activity 3: Plot Diagram Student Activity Sheet
· Novel – Fiction Activity 4: Timeline of Events Student Activity Sheet
 
If you chose a book from the Drama section of the suggested reading list, complete following activities:

· Drama Activity 1: Dramatic Speeches Student Activity Sheet
· Drama Activity 2: Staging Student Activity Sheet
· Drama Activity 3: Plot Diagram Student Activity Sheet
· Drama Activity 4: Timeline of Events Student Activity Sheet

After you finish reading your book and completing all the During Reading Activities, write an essay reflecting on a certain theme, or central message, of the story.
Think about the main characters and events in the book you have read, and write an essay that answers the following question:
· Explain how each event in the timeline relates to the plot pyramid. 
· How do the author’s choices (i.e., setting, pacing, characters, dramatic speeches, staging) affect the overall theme of the story? Provide specific examples from the text. 
· Is there more than one theme in this story? If so, explain and compare the two themes. Do the two themes interact? If so, how? 
Structuring Your Essay
1. Introduction—include the title of your book, the name of the author, the central question, and a thesis statement, or position you will take in your essay.
2. Summary of the plot—one paragraph should summarize the plot, or events, that occurred in your book.
3. Body of the essay—each paragraph should contain a topic sentence and directly address one point associated with your thesis statement. Include supporting details from the book, like quotes from characters, references to events in the story, etc.
4. Conclusion—Sum up the main points you have made in your paper.
Your essay should be between 4-5 pages, typed, double-spaced, in 12 point font. You may refer to the Literature Resources folder for background information and to view the rubric for this assignment.
