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In history, the 1960s are considered the most divisive decades that was marked by significant happenings in history that included the American civil rights movement, the Vietnam war, cold war and antiwar protests. For this reason, within the melodic tunes of music produced during this period, there were messages of hope regarding the need for change. Arguably, most of the critical songs produced during this period mainly focused on the significant historical happenings of the time. For instance, Sam Cooke, in his words, was an inspiration for a change that was yet to come (Elodie, 2020). Most of these songs were performed by black artists who experienced the painful impacts of the segregation at the time. 
A change is gonna come by Sam Cooke was a song composed after Cooke’s denial of accommodation at a holiday at Shreveport, Louisiana. Cooke was arrested on the allegations of disturbing the peace of the hotel. The segregation laws at the time required whites and blacks to use completely different facilities which most blacks were opposed to. After the incident, Cooke was compelled to compose the song, believing that one day, a change would come where all individuals would be considered equal before the law. In this song, considering the prevailing state of affairs at the time, Cooke believed that even though it was still a long way to go, he was certain to change was gonna come. The song specifically talked about Cooke’s struggles, pertaining to the civil rights movement and the African-Americans (Oxford Academic, 2019).
The song highlights the highly segregate society at the time and can be considered a hymn for civil rights. It is noted that immediately after releasing this song, Cooke was murdered under very unclear circumstances. The Jim Crow laws defined activities of black artists and segregation was vital in most of the public facilities.
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