1








NBPA in History





Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Origin and Development of the NBA Players' Association
The National Players Association is a union comprising of professional basketballers currently playing in the National Basketball Association. The union was initially formed in 1954 with a singular aim of ensuring that the rights of the National Basketball Players (NBA) were and remain protected (National Basketball Association, 2020). Also, the union was meant to assist the players in maximizing their opportunities to achieve their ambitions both in and out of the basketball court. Observably, prior to forming this union, National Basketball players were not entitled to some of the benefits and privileges that exist today.
There were no minimum wages and pensions plans for the NBA players before the establishment of this association. Similarly, there were no attached benefits for health, with the average players earning close to 8000 dollars. Therefore, the formation of the players' union was to establish an efficient working condition for future NBA players. Considering the players' working conditions, Bob Cousy, the Celtics star, formed what could be considered the first player’s union. Cousy was arguably more concerned with the player's need for representation. Cousy then visited the then NBA president with the list of concerns which he believed needed immediate attention. Some of these concerns included; the establishment of an impartial board of arbitration to settle disputes, paying players’ salaries in ten installments as opposed to twelve installments (Aaron Ross Coleman, 2019). 
Upon agreeing on a workable formula between the NBA and the players, the NBA finally agreed to Cousy's terms, consequently recognizing National Basketball Players Association (NBPA). Cousy left the position as the union’s president towards the end of the 1957-1958 season. This position was dully occupied by Tom Heinsohn, who applied a more aggressive approach in his demands to the owners.  Heinsohn, despite his efforts, failed to bring an agreement concerning the players' pension plans as well as achieving other union goals. 
In this respect, he sought the services of attorney Lawrence Fleisher. It is imperative to note that nothing of many effects happened till the 1964 All-star game. The players though the union threatened to boycott the first televised game, which would give the league important exposure (Andrew Flint, 2013).
New NBA president Walter Kennedy failed to fulfill his promises to the players’ association prior to the start of the season. Essentially, the promised mainly revolved around a suitable pension plan for retirement for the professional league players. Heinsohn, Pettit, Bill Russell, Lenny Wilkens, and Fleisher decided to meet Walter Kennedy, demanding an engagement meeting the owners to draft a plan for the players' pensions, among other notable improvements concerning the working conditions of the players. However, NBA president Walter Kennedy objected to the recommendations arguing that the owners would not comply with the stated requirements. As observed above, the player’s president Heinsohn urged the players that this was the best moment to boycott due to the game's significant importance to the league's publicity (Robert Bradley, 2020). 
The above issue required a resolve between the player's association, the National Basketball Players Association, and the owners. After this resolve, the owners finally recognized NBPA as a single labor association representing all the professional basketball players.  Even though there were some difficulties in achieving the association’s main goal, major advancements such as the pension plans were achieved in 1965. Observably, the players' boycott attempt was the starting point of the players’ association gaining their first victory. Beginning this time, the players, the owners, and the association officials have engaged in constant discussions overtime to reach consensus regarding the different views. 

Development
In terms of development, the pension plans adopted by the association evolve over time based on the number of seasons played. Other than the recognition of the NBPA as a certified union for the players, dramatic changes have been witnessed with the association evolving and adapting to the ever challenges facing the NBA players.  Also, it is important to note that NBPA membership attracts expansive benefits. For instance, the association is responsible for collective negotiations, bargaining, and agreements on behalf of the players. Besides, the association also counsels players on benefits and educational opportunities. Clearly, many aspects of the game have changed since the early times. Currently, NBA players can sign contracts worth billions of dollars. 
NBPA is a union that had been concerned with increasing the minimum salaries earned by the players, the playoff pool, and per diem allowances. In 1971, NBPA reached a temporary understanding with players from ABA over a possible merger with NBA, consequently giving the players free agency and paying 4.3 million dollars to 500 players as settlement for legal fees and an increase in the minimum salaries and pension benefits. Observably, the union has achieved remarkable feats in player representation over the past 60 years. Bargaining collectively to attain a minimum of 7 million dollars annually (Andrew Flint, 2013). NBPA has exorcised pay inequalities among professional basketball players through collective bargaining. In addition to this, players' contracts now have running healthcare benefits and a per diem of 7 dollars a day. Admittedly, the union has drastically assisted players in achieving their prospects. 
Besides offering the players a forum to participate in the union activities, NBPA has offered basketball players opportunities to get involved in the democratic institution. 
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