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· Characterization is the way or ways in which a writer reveals information about a character.
· In direct characterization, a writer makes direct statements about a character’s appearance, personality, and actions.
· In indirect characterization, a writer suggests information about a character through what the character says and does, what other characters say about him or her, or how other characters behave toward him or her.
Directions: Think about a character in the work that you are reading—a character who has made an impression on you. Answer these questions about that character, noting page references from the work that support your answers:

1. Who is that character, and what makes him or her memorable?
Pecola is the character from this work is most memorable. She has gone through trauma caused by her Father. She has also grown in a cruel society that portrays a black person as inferior and this has ultimately made her want to change her state by wanting to have the bluest eye. This makes her most memorable.
2. What does the writer tell you directly about the character’s
a. appearance?
 Pecola is described as a young black girl aged 11 years.
b. personality? 

She has low self-esteem, thinks she is ugly and that she has to have blue eyes in order to look beautiful thus be loved.
c. actions? 
She takes action and goes to the mystic soap head church in her quest to acquire the bluest eye. However, this was after the desperation caused by the lose of the child she had conceived after her father raped her.
3. Give examples of how the writer develops the character through
a. things that the character says or thinks:


The writer has developed Pecola as innocent and naïve individual for thinking that the white women are the most beautiful and the only way she could be considered beautiful and loved is only by acquiring the bluest eyes.
b. things that the character does:

Pecola even goes to the Soaphead church to acquire which shows naivity. The Bluest eye writer has also developed Cholly as a reckless monster who from the action of raping his daughter.
c. other characters’ comments about him or her:

Village people hope the child that Pecola is carrying should die. They think she is a disgrace to the community. 
d. other characters’ behavior toward him or her:


Claudia and Freida have shown empathy towards Pecola for concieving after being raped. This leads to them taking their savings to buy a flower to blossom hand in hand as the baby conceived by Pecola hoping she gives birth to the baby.
4. Based on what you have read so far, why do you think that it is important to have this information about the character?


I think having this information about the character has helped me as a reader to understand why the society ignores various things which end up being reflected hugely later as negatives. I understand why the author brings into the readers attention the need for parents taking charge of the sex talk to their children before it is too late.
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