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	When you compare, you show how things are similar to each other; when you contrast,

	
	you show how things are different. Comparing and contrasting will help you clarify the

	
	relationships between people, places, and things that you read about in a work.

	
	


Directions: Choose two important characters in the book that you are reading, and answer the following questions:

1. How are the two characters similar? Give examples.


Pauline and Pecola both want love. Pauline uses a lot of her time fantasizing of love from the movies she watches. Pecola on her side longs for blue eyes through which she believes that people will be attracted to her. At some point she comes up with an idea of a friend in her mind that she thinks is her friend. In their case they believe that if they are loved then their lives would turn out different.
2. How do these similarities help you understand the relationship between the two characters?


They both come from a background which has been emotionally oppressed. This is the black community who think that love is only made for the white women who are beautiful. This urge to be loved means that they are in the same racial class standard which does not fully recognize their needs. Pauline narrates to herself on how ugly she is and how she hates herself. She acts as a martyr by allowing her husband to be cruel to her as the same case applies to Pecola. 
3. How are the two characters different? Give examples.


Pauline is seen to prefer cleaning and organizing the home in order to express physical affection for her family through white employer. She shares her happiest memory as sexual fulfillment with her husband. While Pecola is a young girl who is not yet married and is often feels less important in the society. She is mistreated sexually by her own father. This is a great difference since Pauline has the chance of enjoying sex with her husband while Pecola does not enjoy instead she is raped.

4. How do these differences help you understand the relationship between the two characters?


Pecola is young and is mistreated by her parents, raped by her father and while she tells her mother about this she gets beaten up. Pecola is described as a bad seed and as dirt to the community. On the other hand, Pauline who is married gets her pleasure from fulfilling her husband’s sexual desires. Their differences show a relationship in that Pecola gets punished even after being raped but Pauline mindset is to please the man sexually. Here is the relationship, both are black full of love desires but their difference is that only Pauline can get what she wants.

5. How does the relationship between the two characters give you insight into the work as a whole? Does this relationship bring to mind any themes or important ideas? Which ones?


Both Pecola and Pauline bring out the theme of love of which they do not however find it the right way. In fact a woman is often used as a tool for sex or one to please a man. Cholly’s is treated in a humiliating way by white racists who watch him having sex raping her own daughter. These are humiliating and hurtful experiences which indicate maturing in sexual matters occurs in a peril manner, especially when the environment is not so friendly. 


This relationship brings up the theme of racism in the society. Both of these characters believe that white is superior. Pauline treats her employer’s house with more love than her own home while Pecola believes that she is ugly and inferior because she is not white. She thinks this will only change if she has bluest eye like the whites.
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