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Comparison between Japanese and U.S legal systems
Japanese legal system is based upon civil law. For this reason, under the Japanese criminal law, the accused persons remain innocent until proven guilty by a court of law and the burden of proof lies with the prosecution. Japanese criminal laws require that the accused be given the benefit of the doubt and that punishment for the offenders should be done based on the provisions of the law (Negi Advocate, 2020). The procedure followed for the dispensation of justice is the same throughout Japan. 
The court system in Japan is structured so that the official judicial power lies with the Supreme Court passing on to lower courts, including high courts, District courts, Family courts, and summary courts. It is equally important to understand that the independence of the Japanese courts is guaranteed in the constitution. Judicial decisions in japan are essential and are compiled and codified. Decisions passed by the Supreme Court are considered to be binding by the lower courts. Similarly, decisions by the high courts are influential in the lower courts. The 1948 code of criminal procedures set clear every officer's responsibilities in criminal investigations and outlines the specified legal procedures to be followed when dealing with offenders. 
The Japanese legal system's primary features include the country’s distinct institutions such as the police, the courts, prosecutors, and other organs that have maintained a close relationship of consultations and shared goals to control crime. Considering the prosecuting procedures, arrests are made by the police, after which public prosecutors are obligated to present facts and information to the courts. After these submissions, the courts are required to establish the guilt or innocence of a defendant. Criminal cases in Japan require a three-tier court system as follows; summary or district courts (first instance), High courts (second instance), and the Supreme Court (Appeals) (Government of Canada, 2020). 

Japan operates on a civil law while the United States operates on common law. In the USA, the primary source of authority is the case law in the form of judicial opinions, while in Japan, codified laws predominate. Also, judges in the USA act as arbitrators and are obligated to preside over lawyer-led proceedings; judges in Japan play a significant role in investigating the facts presented before them by the prosecution, applying the codified laws to arrive at the conclusions (Piyali Syam, 2013). Lastly, lawyers in Japan are only admitted in courts as litigators as opposed to the American situation where lawyers take the lead with oral presentations. 
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