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Anthropology
I can’t say I have ever lived in a slum, but it is a life I now strive to shield myself from. I believe that most of the people who live in the slums have not made choices that put themselves there. It is unfortunate having looked at their life I am now realizing that I have to appreciate the simple things in my life like having breakfast, sleeping in a warm bed and what most students complain about having to go to class which they have an air conditioning system and adequate teachers.
This documentary gives us a glimpse of a slum in Nairobi called Kibera. The poverty in the video is extensive to the point that a mother is forced to withstand the harsh conditions of giving birth at home having lacked the necessary health care to go to the hospital. Most of the women in the video are single mothers either because their husband abandoned them to marry or die of the fatal disease HIV. The women struggle everyday to feed their families “from hand to mouth” and if she doesn’t get a job on a specific day her and her children go hungry. Some African cultures which are old and back dated state that, it is of no use to educate a girl child. The reason behind this is that a girl child will get married and leave the house. This back dated cultures have no place in the modern society where both genders are given the same opportunities and are expected to pay the same amount of bills.
Many of Kibera’s men spend their illegal earnings drinking illicit brews and dancing into the night. A look into the life of Dennis Onyango brings us into the topic of violence and rape. Dennis narrates how he has grown up with a father who is a policeman, having been exposed to guns he has learned how to clean them for gangsters and no sooner joins the night life or robbing people. Dennis states that, how he watches his friend rape a beautiful girl and cannot stop him because of status and gang rules. He then says that he left the life of crime although he confesses on how he stills trespasses into the Ngong Forest from time to time to illegally cut trees so that he can sell them in order to survive.
Extended families also seem to bring a lot of stigmatization into the family members of those suffering from HIV and AIDS who got it from their husband. Thus, most of these family members prefer to suffer in Kibera rather than travelling to live with their family members in rural areas. There is also the benefit of staying in Kibera whereby they get Anti-retroviral drugs in which they wouldn’t get in their rural homes. HIV and AIDS causes mothers to opt to commit suicide and also kill their children leaving along with them so as not to leave them in suffering. Due to this recurring lifestyle and lack of education many men ought to flood Kibera in search of a better life but end up leading the crime of life.
In conclusion having immersed myself in the life of residents of Kibera, I strongly believe that education would save future generations into recurring the life that have found their kin have put themselves through. It is also important to educate women and men on the importance of family planning in order to give birth to only the number of children that they would be comfortable raising and feeding. The Government should also take the initiative of building public schools and creating employment and better housing for the community. 
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