Principles of Green Architecture
	The article “Principles of Green Architecture” explains the “green” approach to architecture. The authors explain how architectural works should be handled to be favorable towards the environment and humans. They added by describing the significance of “building codes” to protect the building users after the contractor finishes the building work. After reading through the article, I realized the authors' primary objective is to construct quality and environmentally sustainable buildings. They have argued this by applying various principles that touch on energy conservation, use of renewable resources, use of refurbished materials, and less pollutant building materials. They are advocating for environmentally friendly constructions for a better future where natural resources will not be destroyed or unchanged. Also, the constructions should protect the lives of the house owners and users. Constructions must observe human safety, health and welfare. This gives a reason for establishing building codes meant to monitor and regulate the architecture and constructors’ work to ensure they are sustainable. 
	The authors used principles that support green architecture. They have expressed the significance of conserving energy through recent designs that are reducing the use of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels have contributed to global warming. Hence, the use of cleaner energy is a way to improve green architectural works. The authors saw the importance of using renewable energy sources like solar energy. This would have helped reduce the use of wood, thus reducing the rate of deforestation and pollution. They also identified the need to reuse old materials through recycling. It is a significant way to reduce the immense use of new resources that can be a form of wastage. This was meant to help conserve the available resources for the future. According to the authors, green architecture always recognize the significance of everyone involved, which includes human needs and labor contributions. The designing and construction need cause like danger or pollution to workers. The materials used should not contain CFCs or carcinogenic components. According to the green approach, constructions should be destroying the sites on which they are constructed. They should not create pollution or damage the site. In case of a demolition, the site needs to remain as good as it was initially. These are among the principles the authors have discussed supporting green architecture, which can be of great significance today, now that we are experiencing issues with global warming. These principles can play a great role in having a sustainable environment. 
Sustainability is considered the capacity to meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the capacity of the generations to come to meet their needs. From this definition, the article “Principles of Green Architecture” has described various ways by which present architectural works can be made sustainable for the future. The authors' studies identified the need to conserve energy by using renewable energy like solar and wind energy. These are also considered clean energy as they are free from any pollution whatsoever, unlike fossil fuels and wood. Also, the article has discussed reusing old materials, which can be a way to reduce pollution to the environment. These are old materials that are as good as new which means there is no need to use or exploit new ones. The authors have discussed the importance of proper use of building sites. New generations will come with new developments, which means that demolitions will happen to construct new buildings that meet the generation's needs. Therefore, the article advocates for the proper use of sites to ensure that if such an event happens, the site will remain strong and productive as it was initially. The article contributes much towards sustainability in today's construction works and will be developed in years to come. These are among the ideas building works should consider ensuring sustainability in this field. 
There are some aspects of the reading that caught my attention. First, respect for a site is one of the intriguing issues I encountered. I realized the importance of maintaining the rigidity of soil matter for future building works. Across the world, there are cases associated with buildings collapsing. Some of these cases result from weakened soil texture over the years of construction due to improper use of the environment. This shows how important it is to implement construction designs that will help conserve the natural environment, like the 26-kilometer long Interstate H-3. Another aspect is the integration of building codes to sustainability. Constructions need to focus on having sustainable environments and ensure that the users’ welfare is considered. I feel the explanation of the significance of building codes, starting from developing proper sewage systems, building energy codes, adhering to water-efficiency standards, etc., should be considered. Also, the article has brought in a good relationship between how a building should be constructed in ways that can help maintain sustainability and ensure the building users are safe through constructors following the building codes. 
The reading has provided many details of utilizing the available resources wisely, considering that future generations will still need to use them. By this, energy, building materials, and environmental conservation methods should be key elements in every architectural work. Sustainability should not be among the issues to guide architectures and builders. However, I found the “principle 6: HOLISM” to have incomplete information considering that the authors have stated finding a building that embodies all the principles of green architecture has not been realized. I feel they would have given some criteria that would show that a building meets the requirements.
Discussion Question: Which is better: building from recycled materials or natural materials? Explain your answers considering building cost and sustainability aspects. 

