Religion 110
Chapter 10
Activity #1

Consider this hypothetical situation:

Nat Schwartz is a citizen of India.  His father was an American of Jewish descent, an anthropologist who came to India to study the birthplace of Gautama.  Nat’s mother was a Sikh, and through his maternal grandfather Nat inherited a large farm and food processing business.  Nat tries to treat all men justly, according to their caste.  Nat has one wife, and two children.  He has several cars, fine clothes, and travels frequently.  He has been to Mecca, Jerusalem, and Europe to visit the graves of some ancestors who died in the Holocaust.  He has contributed much to local charities.  He doesn’t drink or gamble, keeps to a vegetarian diet, fasts regularly, and practices yoga exercises of posture and breathing.  On religion Nat says “There is no God but God.  The Torah, New Testament, and Quran were inspired by God, but not the Vedas or Dao-der-jing.  Moses, Jesus and Muhammad were prophets.  Confucius, Buddha, Mahavira, Zoroaster, Nanak were wise men but not prophets.”  He prays daily, but does not attend services in a temple.

What religion was Nat’s father studying?

Could Nat be called ascetic?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called celibate?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Jew?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Christian?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Jain?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Hindu?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Muslim?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Parsee?  Why or why not?


Could Nat be called a Confucian?  Why or why not?
