Lesson Six Exercises
Special forms for Inductive Reasoning
Part One:  Exercises One and Two

Directions:   Do all of the problems within each of the exercises.  
Name: ____________________________
Exercise 6.1:  Use the two steps discussed above to analyze the reasoning by analogy that occurs within the passages below, using the three steps discussed above. 

1.  Do think we are going to win the game on Saturday?  Yes!  Of course we are.  We beat this team last year and the year before.  So we can beat them again this year too.

Premise One:  

Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

2.  Horses are about the same as cows.  They are both four legged farm animals that eat grass.  So I bet you that a hamburger made from horsemeat would taste as good as a hamburger made from a cow.

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

3.  Since you are in favor of heterosexuals having the right to divorce, I think that you should also be in favor of gays having the right to marry.   Both of these are controversial types of behavior in society that some people disagree with.  Even if gay marriage does “hurt” marriage they way some people claim, it can’t hurt it any more than divorce does.  Both are behaviors that should be protected under the “right to pursue happiness,” even if some people don’t agree with the behavior.  

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

4.  Are you still having problems getting your boyfriend to do what you want?  Listen, here's what to do.  You have got to realize that boys are just like dogs.  How do you get your dog to do what you tell him? Just give him some sweet talk and a biscuit when he obeys and yell at him when he disobeys.  The same thing will work with Roy.  Give him a pat on his head and something to eat when he obeys and yell at him when he disobeys.  I guarantee you that this will straighten him out.

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

5.  If you favor the concept of a warning label placed on cigarettes and a rating system for movies, then you should also be in favor of a label on compact disks that may have an offensive content within them.  In each case, we have a product that is sold to the public, and we may not be fully aware of what is contained within this product. 

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

6.  While exploring a rugged and uninhabited part of western Australia, a naturalist finds a tiny animal that she cannot identify.  She reasons, “Although bilbies are supposed to be extent in this part of Australia, I think that this creature is a currently unknown variety of bilbie.  It has the same type of hairless, rabbit-like ears, and long pointed snouts with sensory vibrissae and a hairless pink nose. And although it is dark brown rather than the normal bluish grey color, and it is only half the size, still, its belly is covered in white fur, and its forelimbs have three clawed digits and two clawless digits, characteristics that are all like a normal bilbie.  I bet that I have discovered a new variety.”
Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

7.  The Roman Empire was a great and powerful nation.  But as we all know, Rome was destroyed.  It was destroyed not from the enemy without, but from the enemy within.  This enemy was the moral decay that comes from a loss of family values.  Our nation is now suffering from this same moral decay.  And if we do not change our ways, our destiny will be no different that of the Roman Empire. 

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

8.  We know that if more people were organ donors we could save more lives than we do today.  The reason that there are not enough kidneys, livers and hearts to go around is because we still use a system of voluntary donations only.  But if we had a system where people were required to donate their organs when they die, we would not have as much of a shortage.  Don't be shocked by my propos​al.  The concept of non-voluntary organ donation is no different from the system of a non-voluntary income tax.  In both cases we make people give up something that they want to keep in order to serve the greater good of all.  We may not like to pay income taxes, but most reasonable people realize that when the money is used to benefit others, it is a good thing.  The same holds for the idea of a non-voluntary organ donation.

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion: 
9. At a Minnesota rally on Wednesday, the former Alaska governor said that said that the White House's vow to limit future use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states made the U.S. less safe.  “You know that's kinda like getting out there on the playground, a bunch of kids ready to fight and one of the kids saying 'Go ahead, punch me in the face and I'm not going to retaliate. Go ahead and do what you want to with me.'"

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

10.  People sometimes get uptight about euthanasia but there is no need to be upset by it. As long as certain conditions are met, euthanasia can be a perfectly ethical practice. The main principle to consider here is whether it is ethically wrong to let needless suffering occur if we can stop it. It seems to me that it is. Suppose a car hit my dog, for example. Assume that the animal is hurt quite badly, and that it is crying out in pain and fear. Clearly, the ethical thing to do would be to end the animal's misery by putting it to sleep. In fact, I would have a duty to do this. If I just let my dog suffer, I would be doing something wrong. Thus, anytime that we are faced with a situation where an animal is experiencing useless suffering, if the only way that we can stop this suffering is to kill the animal, then it is ethical for us to do so. People can also be in situations where death is the only way to sop their suffering.  If it is ethical to stop useless suffering in animals, how can it be ethical to allow useless suffering in human beings?  

Premise One:  
Premise Two:  

Conclusion:  

Exercise 6.2: Each of the passages below was analyzed in exercise 5.4.  In this exer​cise, we will evaluate each of these passages using the concept of "false analogy" as a tool.

1.  Do think we are going to win the game on Saturday?  Yes!  Of course we are.  We beat this team last year and the year before.  So we can beat them again this year too.

Evaluation:   

2.  Horses are about the same as cows.  They are both four legged farm animals that eat grass.  So I bet you that a hamburger made from horsemeat would taste as good as a hamburger made from a cow.

Evaluation:   
3.  Since you are in favor of heterosexuals having the right to divorce, I think that you should also be in favor of gays having the right to marry.   Both of these are controversial types of behavior in society that some people disagree with.  Even if gay marriage does “hurt” marriage they way some people claim, it can’t hurt it any more than divorce does.  Both are behaviors that should be protected under the “right to pursue happiness,” even if some people don’t agree with the behavior.  

Evaluation:   
4.  Are you still having problems getting your boyfriend to do what you want?  Listen, here's what to do.  You have got to realize that boys are just like dogs.  How do you get your dog to do what you tell him? Just give him some sweet talk and a biscuit when he obeys and yell at him when he disobeys.  The same thing will work with Roy.  Give him a pat on his head and something to eat when he obeys and yell at him when he disobeys.  I guarantee you that this will straighten him out.

Evaluation:   
5.  If you favor the concept of a warning label placed on cigarettes and a rating system for movies, then you should also be in favor of a label on compact disks that may have an offensive content within them.  In each case, we have a product that is sold to the public, and we may not be fully aware of what is contained within this product. 

Evaluation:   

6.  While exploring a rugged and uninhabited part of western Australia, a naturalist finds a tiny animal that she cannot identify.  She reasons, “Although bilbies are supposed to be extent in this part of Australia, I think that this creature is a currently unknown variety of bilbie.  It has the same type of hairless, rabbit-like ears, and long pointed snouts with sensory vibrissae and a hairless pink nose. And although it is dark brown rather than the normal bluish grey color, and it is only half the size, still, its belly is covered in white fur, and its forelimbs have three clawed digits and two clawless digits, characteristics that are all like a normal bilbie.  I bet that I have discovered a new variety.”
Evaluation:   
7.  The Roman Empire was a great and powerful nation.  But as we all know, Rome was destroyed.  It was destroyed not from the enemy without, but from the enemy within.  This enemy was the moral decay that comes from a loss of family values.  Our nation is now suffering from this same moral decay.  And if we do not change our ways, our destiny will be no different that of the Roman Empire. 

Evaluation:   
8.  We know that if more people were organ donors we could save more lives than we do today.  The reason that there are not enough kidneys, livers and hearts to go around is because we still use a system of voluntary donations only.  But if we had a system where people were required to donate their organs when they die, we would not have as much of a shortage.  Don't be shocked by my propos​al.  The concept of non-voluntary organ donation is no different from the system of a non-voluntary income tax.  In both cases we make people give up something that they want to keep in order to serve the greater good of all.  We may not like to pay income taxes, but most reasonable people realize that when the money is used to benefit others, it is a good thing.  The same holds for the idea of a non-voluntary organ donation.

Evaluation:
9. At a Minnesota rally on Wednesday, the former Alaska governor said that said that the White House's vow to limit future use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states made the U.S. less safe.  She said that:  “You know that's kinda like getting out there on the playground, a bunch of kids ready to fight and one of the kids saying 'Go ahead, punch me in the face and I'm not going to retaliate. Go ahead and do what you want to with me.”
Evaluation:   

10.  People sometimes get uptight about euthanasia but there is no need to be upset by it. As long as certain conditions are met, euthanasia can be a perfectly ethical practice. The main principle to consider here is whether it is ethically wrong to let needless suffering occur if we can stop it. It seems to me that it is. Suppose a car hit my dog, for example. Assume that the animal is hurt quite badly, and that it is crying out in pain and fear. Clearly, the ethical thing to do would be to end the animal's misery by putting it to sleep. In fact, I would have a duty to do this. If I just let my dog suffer, I would be doing something wrong. Thus, anytime that we are faced with a situation where an animal is experiencing useless suffering, if the only way that we can stop this suffering is to kill the animal, then it is ethical for us to do so. People can also be in situations where death is the only way to sop their suffering.  If it is ethical to stop useless suffering in animals, how can it be ethical to allow useless suffering in human beings?  
Evaluation:   
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