	
	Excellent (3)
	Good/Acceptable (2)
	Marginal (1)
	Poor/Missing (0)

	Mechanics
	Grammar and structure of the paper is correct and free from errors.
	Few grammatical or structural errors which do not affect the readability of the paper.
	Paper contains several grammatical and/or structural errors which affect the readability of the paper.
	Grammatical and/or structural errors hamper or prevent the communication of content between the author and reader.  

	Thesis Statement
	TS is explicitly stated and is directly related to course content and assignment instructions
	[bookmark: _GoBack]TS is present and linked to course content and assignment instructions
	TS is present and/or loosely linked to course material and the assignment.
	TS does not relate or is not present.

	Organization
	Paper is (1) clearly organized, (2) flows from section to section, and (3) stays on topic.
	Paper contains only 2 of the 3 required organizational aspects.
	Paper contains only 1 of the 3 required organizational aspects.
	Paper contains 0 of the 3 required organizational aspects.

	Connections
	Paper clearly and explicitly links the technique to use in a topical study and is explains the relation between humans and the natural environment.
	Paper links the technique to use in a topical study and is explains the relation between humans and the natural environment.
	Paper only explains one of the two connections.
	Paper does not comply with either of the connections requirements.

	Content
	Paper is factually correct and provides new insight into the topic to build new context and understanding of the course material.
	Paper contains less than 3 minor factual inconsistencies which do not affect overall communication AND builds upon understanding of course content.
	Paper contains vague factual content, many minor factual inconsistencies, a major misrepresentation of factual content, or does not expand upon the understanding of course content.
	Paper is factually incorrect or does not provide any reputable information and causes the paper to misrepresent the content of the paper or course.

	Support
	Paper is (1) supported by 12 or resources, (2) properly uses Turabian or APA citation, and (3) resources are from diversified and appropriate sources.
	Paper contains 2 of 3 support criteria.
	Paper contains 1 of 3 support criteria.
	Paper contains 0 of 3 support criteria.

	Conclusion
	Conclusion of the paper supports the thesis statement and properly places the issue of the paper topic into context of our lives.
	Conclusion of the paper supports the thesis statement, but is a mere summary of the paper content.
	Conclusion of the paper weakly supports the thesis statement and/or only summarizes the content of the paper.
	Conclusion is missing or does not support the thesis statement.
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