Paper instructions 
History is argument using the best evidence to back you up. You are to write a three to five page paper arguing a particular stance. 

History is best defined as a continual, open-ended process of argument, which is constantly changing. No question is closed because any problem can be reopened by finding new evidence or by taking a new look at old evidence. Thus, there are no final answers, only good, coherent arguments: history is not some irreducible list of “the facts” but continually changing bodies of evidence.
3-5 pages. Please use at 5 citations, 12 time roman, APA 

My thesis is 

“American technological advances helped win World War II”
This history essay rubric will be used for all written assessments you do in class. 
	HISTORY ESSAY RUBRIC

	1) Content and Concept
	2) Argument/ Analysis
	3) Organization 
	4) Evidence
	5) Source Handling/

Citation
	6) Writing

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20 – Shows insight, understanding, awareness of perspectives and historical contexts; develops reflective interpretation relating specific facts and situations to bigger patterns, ideas and dynamics.
	20 – Contains an interesting central point, clearly asserted in the thesis, that is amply developed and persuasively supported with appropriate reasoning and evidence.   
	20 – Thesis and introduction are clear, concise and address the assignment.  Each paragraph has a clear, focused purpose and coherent relation to the whole. Effective conclusion; logical and persuasive overall.  
	10 - Broad spectrum of appropriate sources visibly used. Accurate evidence directly and persuasively supports the argument.  Sources are assessed for bias and placed in larger historical context.
	10 – Every point and statement of fact is reliably attributed.   Every fact, point, paraphrase and quotation derived from any other source is completely and helpfully documented.  
	20 – Reliably clear, correct and appropriate. Reveals a mastery of appropriate vocabulary.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	15 - Particular ideas or events are adequately described but poorly understood; OR broad perspective is attempted without adequate foundation in specifics 
	15 - Simple summary or assertion with little supporting analysis or evidence.  


	15 – Some important organizational elements are missing, inadequate or garbled. Difficult to follow.
	5 – Contains relevant evidence but lacks breadth, context or persuasive focus. 
	5 – Citations are mostly complete, but some are sloppy.  There is some confusion about the source of ideas or information. 
	15 - Writing is substantially technically correct. Occasional minor errors may be present, but prose is generally at college level.  

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 – Simplistic; narrow; without context, perspective or interpretive depth.  
	5 - Lacks a clear point and coherent reasoning.
	5 – Lacks logical structure and flow; random or disjointed; makes little sense.
	1 - Lacks relevant evidence, reveals incomplete knowledge and contains inaccuracies.
	1 – Elements of the paper meet the definition of plagiarism.  
	5 - Major pattern of errors or many sloppy errors.  


