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Measures of Central Tendency
According to Wilcox & Keselman (2003), measures of central tendency measure and describe how a group of data clusters around the value at the center of a specific data set. The most common measure of central tendency includes the mean, mode, and median.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Shelby & Vaske (2012) say that the descriptive statistics have got setbacks, as discussed. Despite the mean taking into account all the values in the data, it is essential to notice that it is affected by extreme values. One the other hand, the median is not in any way affected by the extreme values. On occasions of the number of data sets being even, the median is achieved by averaging two middle numbers. In this case, the median value is not in the original data set. The mode is the only measure that can take the non-numbers form to describe a data set. The mode’s main setback is it can be more than one in case of a bimodal and multimodal data set. In some cases, the mode is not even present in some data sets, and hence, it is right to say that it is not always present in all data sets.
Despite being very useful in data description, the range fails to measure the spread of the larger part of the data set. This is because it measures then spread between the highest and the lowest values in the data. Statisticians use the standard deviation to detect the skewness of any data. The standard deviation has a limitation because, in cases of skewed data, it is not appropriate to use it to measure dispersion. It is also affected by extreme values.
The range shows how much apart the maximum value of the data is away from the minimum value. The values in the table show that the property taxes, car insurance premiums, and annual salary are not extremely spread. The mode of a data set shows the value(s) in the data set that occurs most frequency. A data set can have a mode like the values of property taxes, have no mode like values of car insurance premiums, or have more than one mode like values of annual salary. Standard deviation tells us about the distance between the values and the mean. The values of property taxes, car insurance premiums, and annual salary have proved to be very close to the mean due to the small value of the standard deviations.
 	Median is a measure of central tendency that shows the midpoint of the datasets. The median of values of property taxes, car insurance premiums, and annual salary shows that half of the values fall above and another fall below the median value. The mean is the central figure of the entries in the data. It shows that is almost fifty percent of the data below and fifty percent of the data above the mid-value. The mean of the property taxes, car insurance premium, and annual salary is 3833.3333, 490.2222, and 56888.88889, respectively.
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