Week 6 Discussion
Quantitative and Qualitative Sampling
	Researchers that conduct quantitative studies look to make generalizations about the study population based on the results obtained from the study samples selected. Therefore, in most cases, such researchers prefer probability sampling over non-probability sampling. In contrast, qualitative researchers conduct studies to obtain in-depth information and as such non-probability sampling satisfies the needs of such researchers (Polit & Beck, 2010). Therefore, when comparing between quantitative and qualitative research sampling techniques, a comparison may be made between probability and non-probability sampling. The main difference that exists between the previously named sampling methods is probability sampling entails random sample selection whereas non-probability sampling does not. Similarly, when using a probability sample, the researcher must complete a sampling frame and they can also generalize results obtained from the sample. However, in the case of non-probability sampling, the researcher may be able to collect data when information about all population members is not available and effectively generate ideas or collect feedback (Wretman, 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Probability sampling may be divided into various categories, that is, simple random sampling, cluster sampling, and systematic sampling, with each having its own advantages and disadvantages. This is also the case with non-probability sampling which includes quota sampling, snowball sampling, and purposeful sampling, in which case each has its advantages and disadvantages. Cluster sampling involves random selection of study participants in instances where the population is too large for simple random sampling to apply. The advantages of using cluster sampling include: it is simple, quick, easy to use and cheap. On the downside, compared to other types of probability sampling, cluster sampling is the one that least represents the population being studied and has the highest error possibility (Lin et al., 2010). Quota sampling is a sampling technique that is characterized by equal sample proportions with those of the population in question. The advantages of using a quota sample include it allows the establishment of an accurate sample of cases where a probability sample cannot be obtained, and it is easy to use and quick to perform. On the contrary, when using a quota sample a researcher cannot be able to detect possible errors made in sampling and establishment of an accurate quota frame is hard considering the unavailability of information on certain topics (Acharya et al., 2013).
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