Week 6 Discussion Prompt
Qualitative and Quantitative Sampling
	Qualitative research sampling strategies are otherwise referred to as non-probability sampling techniques whereas quantitative sampling strategies may be referred to as probability sampling techniques. Non-probability sampling allows researchers to select the units of the population they want to study based on subjective judgment as opposed to random selection. Some of the assumptions that are associated with qualitative sampling are unlike objects, social actors are unpredictable and random events are not relevant to social life. Probability sampling is a technique that allows equal chances for selection among members of a given population. Probability sampling generally makes assumptions including the data collected from a sample generalizes information concerning the population and random events are predictable (Felid, 2006).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Both qualitative and quantitative strategies are divided into various types that have their individual characteristics, including advantages and disadvantages. An example of a qualitative sampling strategy is purposive sampling where the researcher chooses a research sample hinged on the knowledge of the study and the related population. The advantages of using purposive sampling include the fact that the researchers can get information from different kinds of research designs, they can access information that allows them to generalize information about the study sample and it can also be used in multiple phase research. Among the disadvantages are the samples obtained have a high possibility of being biased and subjective in terms of unit selection (Tongco, 2007). A quantitative sampling strategy is systematic sampling. Systematic sampling entails the choice households or individuals from the sampling frame at regular intervals. A positive attribute of this sampling technique is it allows the researcher to select samples through a process hence making it simple when compared to simple random sampling. It also assures that the population in question will be sampled evenly. Among the disadvantages of this sampling method is if when sampling the process is affected by a trait periodicity the sample will be compromised and it assumes that the population from which the sample is selected can be approximated reasonably (De Barba, 2010).
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