Spring 2021
LEH 352- Latin American Literature of Violence and Power
Assignment #2 
Professor Joyce
Directions:
Please answer each of the following questions regarding the novel, News of a Kidnapping.  There are ten questions in total. Please number your responses in the same manner as the original presented here. There is no choice. I would suggest writing substantial, documented, and well-developed paragraphs as answers.  These paragraphs should have at least 7-10 sentences.
Since the responses involve connections between the News of a Kidnapping story and other situations, areas, and ideas, I would expect that you would use quotes from the text/criticisms as a means of supporting your thoughts. If you do not have textual references, in-text citations in MLA format, you will lose credit for this omission.
This is how the assignment will be graded. Since the entire assignment is involved with ten questions, each response is worth two points. Since each of the ten sections of this assignment must contain a two-paragraph response, each paragraph is worth one point.  The total for this assignment is worth 20 points toward your final grade for this class.
Please re-read all pertinent information that has been offered as background. Then, answer the questions carefully in the order that they have been presented in this quiz format. Also, go back and re-read my lectures on the novel and criticisms. After a careful look at your submission for any grammatical, structural, or stylistic errors, send your work as an attachment to my regina.joyce@lehman.cuny.edu  email address.  The due date is April 5th, 2021. 
Good Luck!
1).How did this book, News of a Kidnapping, convey personal drama and national trauma?
The personal drama is conveyed through different characters. We find personal drama in Dr. Pedro. He is extremely overwhelmed and appears powerless. He is also faced with many crushing events and closes his psychiatric practice. He dramatically wonders how he can see patients while he was in worse shape than the patients themselves. The books convey natural trauma by showing how people in this nation suffered through violation of human rights. For instance, we find Angelita being a victim of police violence. Women faced police raids and abuse in their homes. The author used themes such as violence and political assassinations which affected the entire country to convey national trauma.
2). Society was well represented in this novel, especially class differences between the guards and the hostages. Explain this thought and why it was an important factor within the text.
The guards and hostage are represented to be in different classes. For instance, when Maruja is abducted, could only worship the two guards for everything needed. This could include permission or sit, stretch legs, smoke, and talk to Marina.  Marina is also kicked on her head by guards with their heels. The hostages were deprived of human rights. They are even forced to peel potatoes. Most importantly, the release of hostages was delayed for the abducts and authorities to gain an advantage.
3). What was the final message that Maruja and Alberto portrayed at the end of the book?   How was the ring an example of privilege?
At the end of the book, Maruja and Alberto portray the final message on how News of a Kidnapping has increased on Columbian soil. This has been done for the vehemence that the drug business has wrought upon the Columbian society is astral, indeed, hardly understandable to Americans. He portrays ways on how drug smuggling has been taking place. Also, he gives several measures implemented to curb drug trafficking. Unfortunately, it fails and the issue still goes on. Maruja and Alberto emphasize the importance of fighting things that are not promoting the country. The ring was an example of a privilege. This is because it gives clear information and a relationship that prevailed in the United States of America concerning cartels and the government.
4). What was your opinion of Pablo Escobar’s plan to escape extradition?  
Concerning Pablo Escobar's plan to escape extradition, support that the Columbian government should have come up with a plan that would stop Pablo from escaping. This is because he was a threat to the whole nation. For instance, the government could terminate all opportunities and privileges that made him remain a cartel while at the prison. Also, they could plan his shipment to a real prison. This was to be done as a secrete so that no one could inform him about it. Still, the prison in collaboration with the government could bar Pablo from meeting important people. Such people include the vice secretary of justice because he could give them a bribe.
5). What relationships did you notice in this book about drug cartels, the Colombian government, Colombian history in general, and the efficiency of law enforcement during the period presented in the novel? 
In the book NEWS OF A KIDNAPPING, there is a relationship between drug cartels and the Columbian government. The relationship is on how things are being done in relation to drug smuggling and governance. There is the acquisition of superior firearms that help in facilitating their plans. Also, a relationship is intensified between drug cartels, Columbian history in general, the Columbian government as well as law enforcement efficiency. This is evidenced by the determination shown by everybody as an individual to ensure that its plan succeeds. For instance, inside drug cartels, there is the recruitment of hand men. On the side of the government, there is the construction of real prisons other than the known ones, to accommodate dangerous inmates who plan to escape. 
6). Why did Gabriel García Márquez entitle this book, News of a Kidnapping?
Gabriel Garcia Marquez entitled his book News of a Kidnapping because of what the book addresses. It states and gives elaboration on things that take place in the United States of America. They include kidnapping, a crisis that has increased at a high rate. Also, the authors talk about imprisonment by addressing things that take place in prisons.  There is an ultimate release of a handful of Columbian prominent figures in the 1990s. Such people include Pablo Escobar and the things they did even though it was against the law. 
7). What were your thoughts regarding the documentary, "Pablo Escobar: King of Coke?" Did it help with your understanding of this book's plot? How?
Concerning ''Pablo Escobar: King of Coke?'', I think the documentary is trying to present Pablo Escobar as an intelligent and wise person. Also, he has presented as a notorious as well as effective drug lord smuggler of cocaine in history something which is bad. This is because it tries to present him as an outstanding individual. On the way he is done, it can be thought that he did things that promoted the country. It’s dangerous because it encourages other people to involve themselves in drug smuggling. Indeed, the documentary should be cursing his deeds. ‘’Escobar never felt satisfied with only one avenue, and he never stopped trying to negotiate, with God and with the Devil, with every kind of legal or illegal weapon, not because he trusted one more than the other, but because he had no confidence in any of them’’ (García Márquez, 146)
8).  Which literary criticism(s) regarding this book interested or influenced you the most? Why? Specify at least two. Use text citations as support.
The literary criticism that interested and influenced me most concerning the book is moral criticism. The main character of the book, Pablo Escobar is presented with morals that are interesting as well as influential. This is because to him, drug smuggling and prison escapes are mere things despite the barriers set by the government to refrain him from doing such things. Also, even though he is a character with bad morals, the literal criticism presents him as an outstanding, effective, successful, and unique person even though he does things refrained by the law/constitution. ''Pablo Escobar’s version was quite different and agreed in its essential points with the story Nydia told to the president.’’ (Márquez, 166)
9). Escobar appears very late in the reading of this book. What does his absence tell us? How do concealment and revelation play important parts stylistically in the development of this narrative?
In the book NEWS OF A KIDNAPPING by GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ, the main character (Pablo Escobar) appears late. His absence is important because it tells us the significance of creating and enhancing a better understanding of what is going to be dealt with in any narrative. Through this, we learn that there is a systematic way on how narratives should be done. It should be presented in a systematic manner to enhance the flow. Concealment and revelation play significant parts stylistically in narrative development. This is done by bringing a picking episode/point/part of the narrative. In such points, the reader wants to know what true life incidences can be related to what he or she has learned.
10). One of the saddest stories in this text is that of an older woman who had apparently lost her mind. She was ultimately executed. Why is this death so important? How did it reflect upon the other captives as well as the flow of the narrative?
The death of a woman who lost her mind is important in the narrative. This is because it shows the final information intended to be passed in a narrative. In order to attain the intended narrative goal, there is a point of doing away with other vital things. Such things are likely to interfere with the information passed. Upon other captives and narrative flow, it reflected that the key thing in narrative work is the passing of the intended message. Therefore, there should be no barrier to narrative flow. Always, this should be ensured despite the situation or condition. 
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