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Two interconnected trends have reshaped the
sisage of western European cities over the past
decade or SO. The first is the pronounced rise of
nultifarious urban inequalities and the crystalliza-

of cogcepts, models, and sometimes ready-made
theories from recent (and not-so-recent) American
social science. This is visible in the worried and con-

iion of novel forms of socio-economic marginality,
«ome of which appear to have a distinctly “ethnic”
component and to feed (off) processes of spatial
segregation and public unrest. The second is the
surge and spread of ethno-racial or xenophobic
ideologies and tensions consequent upon the
simultaneous increase in persistent unemployment
ad the settlement of immigrant populations
formerly thought of as guest workers.
[...]
 The coincidence of new forms of urban exclu-
Slon with ethno-racial strife and segregation has
8ven prima facie plausibility to the notion that
Wropean poverty is being «Americanized.” Hence
Many European analysts (though by no means all)
a:;:tatr?cme-d to the United States for analytii
egradamf;'nmfan effort tc_>-puzzle out t.he C;;lr;f;r
Spect; of urban conditions and relations In ™2

Ve countries: thus the transatlantiC diffusion

fused public discussion in France - and in other
countries such as Belgium, Germany and Italy —
about the presumed formation of immigrant
“ghettos” in degraded working-class neighborhoods
harboring large low-income housing tracts known

as cités. It can be detected also in the spread of the
notion of “underclass” in Britain and in its smug-
gling into the Netherlands to address the stra:m put
on citizenship by the emerging concatenapon of
joblessness, ethnic discrimination gnd neighbor-
hood decline. Such conceptual bonowu}gs, however, ||
stand on shaky analytical grounds inasmuch ;‘;S "x
they presume exactly that Whld:l needs teo m:l W\
established: namely, that the American coﬂriz Sx‘b - .
idiom of “race relations” has Puri;ie f;; quesicn
realties o B "1?;1 nimerican categories
of whether conventsllt;Ch - the largely ™ hical

newer concepts & e s
notion of «ynderclass ) paclf. any analyt!
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} istently

and state in each country; (2) atteyds cons Al

- ived experiences of soCl
to the meanings and lived exp .
i inality; and (3) strives 1O
immobility and marginality; . oct-
embed individual strategies and collective tr‘aJIl
ories firmly into the local social structure as wel' as
within the broader national framework of market
and state.

This chapter is part of a broader attempt to
contribute to such a comparative sociology
through an analysis of the social and mental
structures of urban exclusion in the American
“Black Belt” and the French “Red Belt.” “Black Belt”
is used here to denote the remnants of the historic
“dark ghetto” of the large metropolis of the North-

|East .anc! Mid-West of the United States, that is
the dxlap‘xdated racial enclaves of the metropolitan
jco ; which have dominated recent public and
aca gnuc discussions of race and poverty in North
| :;‘me;'lca- The expression “Red Belt” refers not
im : .

L tp th to the townships of the outer ring of Paris
at form(ed) the historic stronghold of th
French Communist b €
the tradifional g pa;'ty, ut more generally to
.. : € oI organization of « ,
Citles” in Fr ) workers

ance, anchored. by industria] male
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Sing Qu'rq
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Roissy-Charles de Gaulle airport ; r?Dlta] g v\f"jj
densely urbanized, declining industy: e midst th § fﬂﬂ;
On the American side, I focus o, t‘}lla! 1 d&qwa of)ﬂ
ghetto of Chicago where | COnde S°l1th ?e‘ 51eii
graphic fieldwork in 1988-91. The Socted eth;d‘ bf
sprawling, all-black zone Containing sc;1 Side i: ;ai
inhabitants, the majority of whor, s u‘;le 130,003 S dél
and live under the official federa] Dove empl“Yee, {f ¢
have presented elsewhere a detaileq Stk ing » 1= A -
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market changes. This comparison alsg turneq -
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Qanea oen "ins Jfficient income. But.._ in addition to ished setting experienced as a “trap °P Tﬁﬁs t; a blen}.
Side. son 0 ived of adequate COI:ldlthl’lS.and means  and its inhabitants themselves rou:cinel fe media

hy bel"F, 1o be poor in a rich society entails Quatre mille as a “du ter,” “ s
iscx o hvzn&e status of a social anomaly and being Paris,” or even a “ mps er, tl:e garbage can of

003 MW collective repres- ; a ‘reservation,” a far cry from

e analysis ¢ the official bureaucrati P ..
 gepre® identity: t P oy o o ) ratic designation of “sensiti

: d?fmtlt}g the analysis of public taint neighborhood” used by the public officials in clir‘;
'yl‘ G e Americar ghetto and the .French urban  of the state’s urban renewal program. In recent
i gerves to stress the symbolic dispossession ]

years, the press of stigmatization h
‘ s t ' : | ( - n has augmented
s their inhabitants into veritable social sharply with the explosion of discourses on the

all(-::ged formation of so-called cités-ghettos widely
[<esll (mis)represented as growing pockets of “Arab”
poverty and disorder symptomatic of the incipient

“ethnicization” of France’s urban space.
TERRITORIAL STIGMATIZATION -

It should be noted however that the Quatre
s ExpERIENCE AND EFFECTS mille does not exist as such in the perceptions

of its residents. The indigenous taxonomies the
latter use to organize their daily round distinguish |
numerous subunits within the large estate which
in effect has only an administrative and symbolic

that
outcasts:

Any comparative sociology of the “new” urban
poverty in advanced societies must begin with
the powerful stigma attached to residence in the

pounded and segregated spaces, the “neighbor- existence — though it has real consequences. What
hoods of exile” to which the populations appears from the outside to be a monolithic
marginalized or condemned to redundancy by ensemble is seen by its ingmbers as a finely
the postfordist reorganization of the economy and differentiated congery of rmcro-losales E thosg
state are increasingly being relegated — not only from the norther.n cluster of_the pr.03ect. in parti-
because it is arguably the single-most protrusive  cular, want nothlng.to do with their coqnterpax;s
feature of the lived experience of those assigned to, of the sout}:.ern sef:tlon, wh.om tt.ley cor;:md:lr to t;
or entrapped in, such areas but also because this “hoodlums (_racallle or i{;ller:h in the'ed;;s Z;)\txh "
stigma helps explain certain similarities in their slang), aqd vice t\1ersa. . u;l);in es ;;;;ﬁmes of the
strategies of coping or escape and thereby many Quatre mﬂlg, toc,:' ;nge_ aii B o B
of the surface cross-national commonalities that to 'change lives. et it rem e iini
have given apparent validity to the idea of a citéshavea vivid awarerlless: o1 e:ﬁ g exled 1o °
transatlantic conver e between the “poverty degra}ded space that cc?l ectively disqu em.
gene : Rachid, a former resident of the Quatre mille,
Toghies" af Eimojpe el 16 Cltec 5= gives virulent expression to this sense of indignity
when asked about the eventuality of moving back
” into the project: “For us to return there, it would
“It's like there’s a plague here be to be insulted once again. The Quatre mille are
¢ tier of that an insult . . . For many people, the Quatfe mill.e are
Because they constitute B lowlt::ve undergone experienced as a shame.” When the interviewer

natic?n»s public t_lousing ComPI::;;hic decline since inquires about the possibility of salv.ag'mg the
Cs ctinual materfal and de:lr;(ongGOS and received housing project through renovaton, his answer
their erection in the €&

. ilies from the is no less blunt:
a strong inflow of foréigh fami




vandalism they

of these youths, p sponse t0 thei‘
e

invgke.cgr:ll::;uie alilnd symbolic violence l:(lilef)af1 riil

o ok by being thus relegated to @ e .

subjected to DY distrust an

S . at
¢ surprisingly, there 18 greal X
;Izzzljsl: amuor'r;g them about the ability of political

institutions and the willingness of local leaders to

rectify the problem. . B
clt:ﬁi,s hardly possible for residents of the cite

to overlook the scorn of which they are thpf Cper
since the social taint of living in a low-Income
housing project that has become closely associated
with poverty, crime and moral degradation affects
all realms of existence — whether it is searching
for employment, pursuing romantic involvements,
dealing with agencies of social control such as
the police or welfare services or simply talking
with acquaintances. Residents of the Quatre mille
are quick to impute the ills of their life to the
fact of being “stuck” in a “rotten” housing project
:;?:]Ofif;eg}i/c :lome fo perceive t%n;ou.gh a series of
inside/outsid OPPOSIU'OHS lié/city, Lt
utside, low/high, savage/ civilized) that
oivoduce and endorse the derogatory judgmen
;th ‘?‘l:lilg:fsﬁghen askgd wh =
work In Pari

t_helr address inLa Coumewe' o
reveal arby police station whep thes;’fhe “’511%“

ne
o avoid the humilation of being Pickeq. Bk
doorstep of their building Paren forg,, " &
daughters agiunst going out with ..guy:fa,.n ‘1?:,
Quatre mille” fron
Residential dlscn_mmatxon hampers
for jobs and contributes to entreng, . sﬁa:q\

oyment since inhabitants of l
:rr:lc}:)luny::r additional distrust ang :l:icen fre h:nue
employers as soon as they mentig,, thef:e g,
residence. A ]fmltor in the cits mlateslr plane ;
incident in which he helped ney, iy 2 tyy
firms by telephone only to be g th 0Nty
no longer was any position opep a
revealed where he was calling from.e?.e‘f& .
there’s 2 plague. hgre," he says i.n t_s Y
Territorial stigmatization affects interacﬁmsglm{
only with employers but also with the ong o
courts and street-level welfare bureaucr:(?hte’ e |
which are especially likely to modify theires’ dly
and procedures based on residence i, 3 d?nd““
cité. “All youths recount the change of atﬁgraded
policemen when they notice their addreSStude
identity checks,” for to be from a cifg .

it a reflex suspicion of deviance if not X :Z ity

guilt. A high school student tells of bE'mg %
by subway controllers in the Paris Mgty W
out our identity cards. When they say thay
were from the Quatre mille, I swear to YOIL‘TZ;
went . . . they turned pale.” |

“People really look down on yoy”

In America, the dark ghetto stands similrys |
the national symbol of urban “pathology’ ui
its accelerating deterioration since the il
uprisings of the mid-1960s is widely regardeds
incontrovertible proof of the moral dissohin
cultural depravity and behavioral deficiencs!
its inhabitants. The journalistic reports a# |
demic (pseudo) theories that have prolfer!*
account for the putative emergence of 85
“underclass” in its midst have accelerate‘?[
demonization of the black urban (sub)P"?’em"u. '
symbolically severing it from the s :
working class and by obfuscating - P !
retroactively legitimating — the St P
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L pd®Y ories al inferiori |
Ay o iness and. mora’ T Suarty Which
the -*f-”’;nwo h an acute c_onscmt.zsness_ of the
i b o5 ) odatiO" associated with being cop-
the '_f;u: de rad e, despised universe. A student

% 1000% igh school on the city's Sout

reh """A_i_; ,0c8t° - ense Of peing cut off from and cast
in, 0 sV society thus:

llg g 1y 10785 °

ng o Iy 1 ook down on you because of

red

of peai’]e ' ome from an(.i who you are. People
L Where e ¢ to have anything to do with you. . .
e jon't i rell when you go places, people are
fe ot can 4 like you are crazy or something,
8 ohing ¥
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1te amation of the g'hetto‘ is }nsc_nbed first
\ t e de afacts of its physical dilapidation and of
| e m[eteness and massive inferiority of its
i o ara tutions, be they public schools, social
1 Yot iNS

eside” anicipal services, neigl_lborhood asso-
3ger1c1€5’ financial and COmme_rCIal outlets. It is
. nc Of reafﬁrmed py the diffident and con-
ttitudes of outsiders: banks, insurance
* is, delivery trucks and other com-
" rices avoid the Black Belt or venture into
S-emr] . kin and kith are reluctant to visit.
: qnly g];g; gt’her places don’t want really to come
‘Fnem{:ndo you yourself, you wouldn’t want to
hi;:e nielligent people here: there’s markings and
[l;ere's writing on the wall, nasty, wl?ate\{er,” says
sunemployed mother of three who .11\'res in a We*.st
side project. Children and women living in public
housing in the inner city find it difficult to develop
personal ties with outsiders once the latter learn of
teir place of residence.
Desmond Avery, who lived in both the Cabrini
Green project in Chicago and in the Quatre mille,
emarks that residential discrimination is at least as
pevalent in the Windy City as in the Parisian
periphery. Ghetto dwellers are well aware that living
nastigmatized section of town penalizes them on
}he labor market: “Your address, its impression for
5" Residing on the South Side, and even more
0 a public housing project whose name has
:;Z:ie ‘ii{"tually eponymous with “violence and
. "4y,"is yet another hurdle in the arduous quest

for e
“Mployment. A jobless woman who lives 1n

ment and pun.ltlve containment the Y-
wnward slide. € ill-repyte BAN oyy
do d Cab . CASTS-

ct:g blight or deteriorate fm'm::a iiau':ht:en?::um
tc)e C;?ly route for improvement is to movet‘:i

which 1'r1early all aspire. But the possibili of
accumulating resources in preparation for up?vard

mobility is further eroded by the predatory nature
of relations between residents and by the pressure
towards social uniformity which weighs on those who
try to rise above the poverty level common to most
inhabitants of the area: “They won't let you get

ahead. Stealin’ from you and robbin’ you and all
that kinda thing,” laments a 27-year-old machine
operator from the far South Side. Given the inor-
dinate incidence of violent crime, living in a ghetto
neighborhood also entails significant physical risk
and, as a corollary, high levels of psychic stress
which tend to “drag you down” and “wear you out.”
No wonder that life in the Black Belt is suffused with
a sense of gloom and fatality, a social fatum which
obstructs the future from view and seems to‘ doom
one to a life of continued failure and rejecion.

FROM SOCIAL STIGMATIZAT:ON T0
SOCIAL “DISORGANIZATlON
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are

a
more prone to embr. . ———
ideology of achievement than are their counterp

of the French cités. Many, if not most, ad.h'e re
to the social darwinistic view that social posmorll
ultimately reflects one’s moral worth and persona
strivings, so that no one in the long run can be
consistently held back by his or her place of
residence. A third and most crucial difference
between Red Belt and Black Belt is found in the
nature of the stigma they carry: this stigma is only
residential in the former, but jointly and insepar-
ably spatial-cum-racial in the latter. The French
banlieue is but a territorial entity which furthermore
contains a mixed, multi-ethnic population; it suffices
for inhabitants of the Quatre mille or any other cité
to hide their address in order to “pass” in the
broader society. No readily perceptible physical or
cultural marker brands them as members of the Red

I classes, th ontain
y;l:(t)asy pf socia] Inclusjop art;ri a few hours
SWitch"X};;? he wider goci .,cOnpatE, albeit

a of per

manent exclusion and the outcast Statyg ag
300
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i t to a degradeq .,
th consignmen _ cite,
Residents of the American Black By

ted the lwxury of this dual “aygr,,

wil
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g tto is not simply a gp..: S Cgp, oy
For the ghe Patig] ¢ t;u%
3 ur

ere aggregation of poor f_amilies Stuck
zm of the class structure: it ig g Unigyg ;ith
Q

mation that spawns a s?ciety-wide Web o
and symbolic associations betweg, Colomateha]
rl

t of negatively valued g
r}a;g ;cr;c:;at coloris a r.ngr'ker of iderftljat; ::lpe‘]rlif
ciple of ViSi(_)n and d“_nSlon that jg inuhea.pﬁll:
available for interpretation and use jy, Pub dlat.!]y
and interaction makes it nearly impOSsi(]:) g
inner-city dwellers to shed the stign, -1
ghetto residence. For _mstance, they ¢
ally cross over into adjacent white nej
for there the sight of a young baq m
an image of someone dangeroys, dest
deviant” so that they will promptiy p,
stopped, nay systematically harassed, b
Ghetto blacks in America suffer from conj
stigmatization: they cumulate the Negatiye
bolic capital attached to color apg cons;
to a specific, reserved and inferior territg it:m
devalued for being both the Tepository of the | i
est class elements of society and g racig] ,.eseow'
tion. In a race-divided society such as the Umﬁ
States, where all spheres of Jife are thorougm
color-coded and given low chancesg of €scaping th,
ghetto, the best one can do is make 2 Virtyg of
necessity and learn to live with a stigma that g both
illegitimate and unacceptable to French Working.
class youths of the Red Belt cités.

Yet the main effect of territorial stigmatizatioy
is similar in both countries: it is to stimue
practices of internal social differentiation and gi.
tancing that work to decrease interpersonal trust

and undercut Joca] social solidarity. To regain &

3
oy

qqlfﬂp

morcjﬂ worth as individuals (or as family member
and join in the dominant discourse of denunciatio?
of those who undeservingly “profit” from socd
assxstar:ce Programs, faux payvres and “wel®
;heats: It is as if they could gain value only by
T]f;\’alumg their neighborhood and their neighto®
Soceijgj al.so. “Ngage in a variety of strategies °

distinction and withdrawal which conver®
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