3

[bookmark: _GoBack]INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER 2
HDFS 1300 DEVELOPMENT OF CONTEMPORARY FAMILIES
Fall 2017 Edition

Examining Both Sides of a Family Policy Issue

Task:  The purpose of this paper is for you to 1) consider both sides of an argument in written form, 2) develop your professional writing skills, especially with common elements of APA Style, 3) obtain additional experience applying research studies to real-world issues, and 4) learn more about perspectives related to family policy.

Late Work:  Late papers will be penalized 10% for each day late, including weekend days.

Locating Sources:  If you need help locating sources for your paper, please utilize the tips on the UH Libraries HDFS 1300 website or contact our assigned librarian, Shawn Vaillancourt (his contact information is on the website):  http://guides.lib.uh.edu/hdfs1300 

Essay Style and Organization:  You will be graded on your overall writing style and use of basic APA Style.  The criteria include appropriate use of grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and overall organization.  A TA or the instructor will be happy to talk to you and provide suggestions prior to the essay due date.
· Be careful with your use of quotes.  If you use direct quotes, be sure that you cite them correctly and weave them into your paper in a way that flows well.  Do not use more than 2 short direct quotes in your paper.  You are not required to use any direct quotes at all.  You are, however, required to paraphrase information and cite it using in-text citations and references.
· If you struggle with writing, I highly recommend that you consider visiting the LAUNCH office on campus for tutoring:  http://www.uh.edu/ussc/launch/services/ 
· Use proper paragraph organization, and use a professional tone in your writing.  Avoid colloquialisms/slang (“cool,” “my bad,” “down to earth,” “for the birds,” “wanna,” “got the idea,” “feel like,” “till,” etc.), contractions (don’t, shouldn’t, won’t, can’t, etc.), and other more casual features.
· Do not use subheadings for different sections of your paper.  Given the relatively short length of your paper, subheadings are unnecessary and points will be deducted.

Length and Formatting:  The modified APA Style presented to you by the instructor should be used.  You are also encouraged to use the APA EasyGuide, the Purdue OWL APA resource website (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/), and the APA Style Manual, 6th Edition.
· Your paper should be prepared in 12-point font (Times New Roman, Cambria, or Calibri), double-spaced, with 1-inch margins on all four sides (top, bottom, left, and right).
· Your paper should be a total of 5-6 pages, including the title page and reference page.  This means you should have 3-4 content pages consisting of the body of your paper (introduction to conclusion).  

Plagiarism:  As stated in the syllabus, plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Be certain that you do not plagiarize materials presented in class, in any text, or online.  View the videos posted on your Blackboard website to be sure you understand how to paraphrase.  Do not simply use a thesaurus to change a few words – that constitutes plagiarism.  If you are confused about writing a definition in your own words, perhaps first describing the theory/concept to another person will help you.  Also, be sure to cite the text or class notes as appropriate.  If you are unsure if you have plagiarized work, see a TA or Dr. Jordan before the assignment is due, and we will clarify any questions you have.  However, questions submitted less than 48 hours before the due time may not be answered in time for you to submit your paper.  Instances of plagiarism after a paper has been submitted will be reported to UH administration.

Self-Plagiarism:  Self-plagiarism also will not be tolerated. You are prohibited from using work (or portions/sections of work) completed for another course (even at a different college or university) for fulfillment of this assignment. 

Paper 2 Writing Prompt

1. As part of the skill of writing to learn, you will critically analyze an issue using available research before synthesizing that information to form a personal position. Throughout the course, we have discussed a number of controversial issues related to marriages and families. Few issues have been clear-cut and one-sided.  This essay provides you the opportunity to learn more about an area of interest, and it incorporates both research and opinion.  First, select one of the following issues to focus on for your paper:

· What are the Potential Impacts of “Bathroom Bills” on Families?
· Drug, Tobacco, or Alcohol Use During Pregnancy—Should Expectant Women be Prosecuted?
· Is Technology More Helpful or More Harmful for Families?
· Should Childcare be Provided to all Families?
· Should Parental Leave be Provided to all Parents?
· Should Preschool be Provided to all Families?
· Should Spanking be Against the Law?
· Should America Adopt a Year-Round School Calendar?
· Should Americans Have Access to Free Birth Control?
· Should Parents be Prohibited From Allowing Their Children to Marry Before Adulthood?
· Should Comprehensive Sex Education Programs Be Allowed in Schools?
· Should Abstinence-Only Sex Education Programs Be Allowed in Schools?

2. Locate a few recent, scholarly, peer-reviewed research articles related to your chosen topic.  For instance, if you have chosen “Should Preschool be Provided to all Families,” then you will need to locate at least one article that somehow incorporates a benefit of universal preschool (a pro) and you will need to locate at least one additional article that focuses on a drawback or risk associated with universal preschool (a con). Your articles should include a method and results section.

In some cases, students locate an article that includes both a benefit (pro) and a drawback (con).  In these cases, the student may choose to incorporate that single article into both the first position argument and the second position argument.  However, they also must locate a second recent, scholarly, peer-reviewed research article to include in either the first position argument or second position argument.  In other words, you must include at least two research articles in your paper, even if you use one of those articles more than once.  

If you cannot locate a recent, scholarly, peer-reviewed research article related to one of your positions, you may instead use a non-scholarly source. However, you will still need to include at least 2 recent, scholarly, peer-reviewed sources in your paper elsewhere.

WARNING:  Be aware that simply searching for things like “pro of preschool” or “con of preschool” will not always return many scholarly articles. You will often need to dig deeper to create strong search terms. Review the video on search terms in your Paper 1 or Paper 2 folder and/or visit the UH Libraries HDFS 1300 website:  http://guides.lib.uh.edu/hdfs1300 

ANOTHER WARNING:  Often, the position of the article will not be obvious from the article’s title or abstract. You will need to read it to see what the author (or authors) concluded from the literature review or research study.

A THIRD WARNING:  Often, a scientific paper will not “take a side” in an argument. (Sometimes they will, but this is not typical.) This means that you will have to read the article for yourself and determine if you think the findings support or discourage a particular policy. You will typically have to connect the dots yourself by thinking analytically and critically. To revisit an earlier point, some articles will actually provide support for both sides of an issue. 

A FOURTH WARNING:  Focus on summarizing the conclusions of your articles. Avoid trying to cite the information that the authors cited themselves in the literature review. Focus on the method, results, and conclusion, and use the literature review for background information to help you to understand the article. Do not try to cite the literature review. 

Building Your Arguments:  You can take the direction of your paper in many different ways.  Feel free to be creative in terms of the types of arguments that you choose to make. Every paper with the same topic, will not look the same, and that is perfectly fine. There is not necessarily a “right” or “wrong” way to choose the positions for your paper.  You have a great deal of autonomy in this area, as long as you can locate sources that somehow incorporate the positions you choose. 

3. In your own words, create an introduction to your paper. This section should be between 4 and 6 sentences.  Be sure to:
· Introduce your topic.
· Explain why it is important.
· Provide a thesis statement or goal statement for your paper. Your thesis statement does not have to have the word “goal” in it, but it must clearly outline the information that will be presented in your paper.  Feel free to use the word “goal” or “objective” in your statement if you want to use it for this paper.  

4. Read current (published between 2012 and 2017) research related to one position of your topic. For instance, you might first present the position that children should not be allowed to get married.  Be sure that you identify at least one scholarly, peer-reviewed research article related to that position. For instance, you might select a research study that finds a negative outcome for children who marry as adolescents. 

5. Carefully gather evidence or opinions about the first position. Be sure to clearly give credit to all authors and other sources of information.  Then, clearly summarize the first position of the issue. Be sure to cite all information that is not common knowledge or your own opinion.  

6. When incorporating sources that are not the textbook or research articles, please note that there is a specific APA format that you need to follow.  Consult the APA EasyGuide or the Purdue OWL APA website for help citing personal communication, lectures, websites, movies, etc. in APA Style.  Here are some examples that might be helpful.  More examples will be provided in breakout and can be found on Purdue OWL.

Using Your Textbook:  Please note that both an in-text citation AND a reference are required for books in APA Style.

For the In-Text Citation:

Your paraphrased information from the textbook would appear here (Kunz, 2013).  

For the Reference page:

Kunz, J.  (2013).  THINK marriages and families (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.

Using Lecture Material or Conversations With People You Know:  Please note that only an in-text citation is required for lectures or personal conversation in APA Style.  Lectures or personal conversations do NOT need to appear in the reference list—only in the paper body.

For your lectures or personal conversations: 

Many families feel stressed by balancing the demands of both work and family (E. Jordan, personal communication, March 22, 2017).

L. Miller explained that he lived with his girlfriend for 10 years before they broke up (personal communication, December 31, 2015).  According to him, she did not want to get married. He regretted his decision to cohabitate with her because he felt like he wasted his time.

7. Read current (published between 2012 and 2017) research related to a second position of your topic. For instance, you might now present the position that some children should be allowed to marry in certain circumstances.  Be sure that you identify at least one scholarly, peer-reviewed research article related to that position, if possible. If not, you can locate a non-scholarly source and then include a second scholarly source elsewhere in your paper.

8. Carefully gather evidence about the second position. Be sure to clearly give credit to all authors and other sources of information.  Then, clearly summarize the second position of the issue. Be sure to cite all information that is not common knowledge or your own opinion.

9. Given the information that you have found, what is your personal viewpoint? Discuss how the research is or is not consistent with your own personal opinion. Consider the following while writing this section:
· Has your viewpoint changed at all after doing research or beginning this course?
· Did you find anything that surprised you?
· What type of research did you find most compelling (or convincing)?  Why?
· Identify at least one point that you empathize with from the “other” side.  In other words, explain how you can understand the argument opposite of your own opinion even though it is not your position.

10. In your own words, summarize your paper in a conclusion. What have you learned?  Do you have any ideas for future research studies related to families or any suggestions for professionals who work with families based on your review of the issue?  How would you answer the question that was posed by the topic based on the research you reviewed? This section should be about 4-6 sentences.

11. Include a title page and a reference page in APA Style.  Each of these will be one page, for a total paper page number of 5-6.  

12. Include in-text citations and references for all of your sources.  The strongest papers will include information from hypothetical “real-world” examples as well as cited information from your textbook and at least two research articles (one related to each position of the issue).

13. Proofread your paper.  Do not use run-on sentences, semicolons, slang, or contractions (such as didn’t, won’t, can’t, I’m, ain’t, etc.).  Also, if you use an abbreviation, such as APA, be sure to state the full name first.  Put the abbreviation in parentheses if you use the name again (but not if you will not refer to the name again). 

Example:  The American Psychological Association (APA) released a position statement related to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender population. The APA states that human sexuality…

APA appears in parentheses because it will be used again in the paper, but the LGBT abbreviation does not appear in because this is the only reference Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender in this paper.


























Paper 2 Grading Rubric (Maximum = 30 points earned)
	Points Earned
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Minor APA
	More than 5 minor errors 
	4-5 minor errors or relies too heavily on direct quotes (more than 2 direct quotes)
	1-3 minor errors (such as a missed/incorrect comma, italic, capitalization, heading, hanging indention, single title page error, extra reference that does not appear in text, or similar minor error)
	All APA punctuation correct (including commas, italics, capitalization, headings, title page elements, type size, spacing, font type, and reference page formatting)

	Major APA 
	More than 3 points of information are missing/incorrect from in-text citations and/or references
	2-3 points of information are missing/incorrect from in-text citations and/or references OR any in-text citation is used improperly
	One part of 1 in-text citation or reference is missing or incorrect
	All APA in-text citations and references are included in their entirety; direct quotes are in quotes and cited properly; paraphrases cited properly

	Professional Tone and Organization
	Uses slang, contractions, and other unprofessional elements throughout
	Two or more sections are out of order and/or have issues related to professional tone 
	One section appears out of order or there are 2-3 issues related to professional tone (contractions, slang/colloquialisms, etc.)
	Uses a professional tone and paper is organized in paragraph form throughout the entire paper.

	Introduction
	Very poor writing
	Unclear or underdeveloped introduction 
	Clear writing but lacking thesis or goal of the paper
	Clear introduction that highlights the importance of the issue, strong thesis statement or goal statement

	Discussion of First Position
	No discussion of first position 
	Discusses a first position but does not include an outside source
	Incorporates an outside source but does not provide a logical argument for the first position
	Incorporates an outside source (for a total of at least two scholarly sources across the entire paper) and provides a logical argument for the first position

	Discussion of Second Position
	No discussion of second position
	Discusses a second position but does not include an outside source
	Incorporates an outside source but does not provide a logical argument for the second position
	Incorporates an outside source (for a total of at least two scholarly sources across the entire paper) and provides a logical argument for the second position

	Discussion of Personal Opinion




	No discussion of opinion



	Requirements are present, but writing is very poor or very underdeveloped

	Some discussion of personal opinion but could be more extensive or thoughtful or unclear what information is being presented as opinion and what information is being presented as fact

	Thoughtful discussion of personal opinion; refers to research to support opinion but does not claim personal opinion as fact


	Conclusion
	No summary or suggestions for future work
	Unclear writing 
	Clear writing, but missing either a summary or suggestions for future work
	Clear summary of paper and provides recommendations for researchers or professionals who work with families 

	Grammar
	5-10 errors
	3-4 errors
	1-2 errors related to word usage, run-on sentences, punctuation, semicolons, commas, subject-verb agreement, etc.
	Strong writing with no grammatical issues

	Spelling
	5-10 errors
	3-4 errors
	1-2 errors
	No spelling errors


Grader reserves right to report plagiarism instances (using another’s work/ideas/thoughts without credit) to UH officials. Plagiarism will result in an automatic “0” on this assignment.  Be sure to include citations and references.
