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City council candidates speak at forum.
Synopsis
Five of six candidates running for three seats in the Bloomington City Council at large Democratic primary spoke Monday night at a Democracy for Monroe County forum. The candidates range in age, background, ethnicity and sexual orientation. They talked about a variety of issues, from climate change and development to transparency and the inclusion of marginalised populations.
RON SMITH
I will focus on preserving Bloomington charm amidst development, advocating for neighbourhood improvements and more transparent government. I won’t ignore smaller aspects of life that affect residents. It ranges from the really big ideas like development to little things like sidewalks and trash pickups.
CARL WILSON
(Smith’s friend) Smith spent most of his career solving problems. He will be great at navigating the issues of constituents.
BOOKER
We need to act boldly. It is going to affect race, it is going to affect class, and it is going to affect every aspect of our lives. I wish to link affordable housing and environmental action together.
FLAHERTY
I think that I would do a lot to alleviate what young professionals need in this community.
CAPLER
(Agreeing) think duplexes add a certain character to a neighbourhood. They are an opportunity for people to get on their feet.
JENIFFER HACKER
I will start with my goals and realize that that the issue was big back in 2005. I will place about 50 car seats a year.
