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Racialization of Muslim South Asian Americans after 9/11.
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Use the novel to discuss the Racialization of Muslim South Asian Americans after 9/11. How is Changez’s character arc a commentary on Racialization? Use three distinct racial experiences, such as racist stereotyping, hate crimes and racial violence, in the novel to discuss the racial climate post 9/11. How does Changez confront such Racialization? How does the Author use the second-person point of view to make this commentary?
Racialization plays a very significant role in the creation and reproduction of racial meanings, therefore, its inclusion enriches the study of race and ethnicity. On the other hand, the popularity of racialization continues to storm the world, but still it’s very hard to specifically define it. However, it’s important to be aware of the processes of racialization in order to create a more complete understanding of racial practices, specifically, within this time of racial abuse in the whole world. Based on the book “the Reluctant Fundamentalist” Hamid, through his personal understanding of racialization processes takes an action to describe how racism has been practiced on South Asian Muslim Americans for ages, due to their identities. According to him in the novel, Racialization is a political act of ascribing racial identities to various groups, relationship and social practice that is an exercise on the minorities race in a given country (Mohsin 44). Based on his illustration, Racialization usually comes up due to the interaction of a minority group with a dominating group that portrays racial identity and can have social exclusion and power to continue dominating other groups. Further, according to Mohsin Hamid in the novel, he highlighted areas such as social life, political and in the economy as the major areas where racial is portrayed in America. Especially after the plane hit the twin towers, it was the beginning of the loss of civil liberties, on Muslims Americans. They started experiencing hostilities, hatred and disgusting comments from the native Americans. Since South Asians Muslims were seen as the terrorist both in America and in the entire world, the attack on the twin towers was the pivotal point where all the lives of Muslims American changed. The chaos made racism to be a major theme in America and the world against Muslims. Almost all the south Asians were seen as the major targets of post 9/11 hate and racism.
Changez is a Pakistan citizen, whose main reason for coming to America was to pursue high education at the University of Princeton. Luckily, after his graduation, he got a job to work with the leading bank in America. The fact that changez was from two distinct background gave him hope of achieving his dream in both countries, especially his American dream. He was fortunate to get respectful and loving friends in his working place. Hence, this made Changez love America so much and was always working very hard to be accepted as one of them by his workmates and friends. He even went ahead to acquiring the United States culture. Besides, changez did not get it easy even after receiving American culture. All his American dreams faded away after the 9/11 incident. Mohsin Hamid, explains in the novel how changez mind was changed due to constant discrimination, hate and disgusting remarks posted on him and his fellow South Asian Muslims (Mohsin 68). Especially after his relationship, the beautiful American girl named Erica ended due to the death of her former boyfriend, Chris. She blames Muslims for the incident, and since changez came from a Muslim nation, they just had to part ways. At this point, Changez realized t that the love he had for America and everything in it was slowly fading away. He, therefore, made up his mind to depart his adopted nation. Hamid in the novel goes on to explain that all these oppressions made changez to leave the United States and went back to Pakistan his home country. Changez on considering all the pain he went through in America, he decided to become an anti-US lecturer. Mohsin Hamid ends the novel without telling the truth about where changez mind lies due to the pain he is having over America. Since by changez becoming anti-America it’s not known if he loves America or he hates it. He is left on the verge of choosing his path, which might be a positive or a negative one.
Again, the author of book “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” gives a clear instance on the illustration of 9/11 incident, that is the main result of Muslims American racial abuse. He helps in changing the face of American life for Muslims. Therefore, this paper is focusing on reviewing essential themes of racism in the book “Reluctant Fundamentalist”. The novel helps in deep explanation of how racism affected the nature of changez and more other south Asian in America. Furthermore, the novel continues to examine how changez nature helped him in getting rid of the theme of racism on the affected individuals. Besides, through the author’s analogies, it’s evident that the practice of discrimination is being experienced in every corner of the current world and even in local societies. Again, the novel gives an illustration of the life of Muslims-Americans after post 9/11 incident, that gave the Muslims new identities in America. Hamid uses a character named changez in his book to provide a clear experience of how life of Muslims was in America after the 9/11 incident that made all the Muslims to be suspects on everyone’s eyes in America.
Moreover, after the bombing of the twin towers, in the United States. All the south Asians Muslims experienced a severe hostility in their daily lives since everyone in America and the entire world lost trust and loyalty on them. Most people saw them as terrorists or as the people who knew exactly what was going to happen, and this made almost all the races to be against them and never wanted anything to do with them. They had no peace of mind in their working places and homes; this made them lose hope of life and sense of belonging in this world. Hamid, in the novel, explained how changez faced endless hostility in his working place post 9/11 incident. He felt alone the world and everyone else was against him. Thus, in the bigger picture, this what all the south Asians Muslims faced after the plane hit the twin towers. Further, Hamid said that the identities of south Asians Muslims in America are defined based on American cultural, social and political. Hence this is what brought up the notion of hybrid identities among the Muslims in America. Hamid, believe that south Asians Muslims hybrid identity is dated back colonial period between the colonized and the colonizers, due to their differences in religion, social and historical nature.
In addition, Mohsin Hamid, also illustrate the theme of how south Asians Muslims were represented negatively on the films, televisions and on the news. After post 9/11, Muslim’s image was never seen as positive, and this made almost all the media, news televisions and film to misrepresent them, this made them lose jobs friends and their constant incomes since the relationship between them and most of their clients was totally destroyed by the incident. Given that their identities were the main threat to America and the whole world, hence this brought a great stigma to most of south Asians Muslims in American, in turn, led to decrease in their population due to uncertainty of life. Hamid, explained this on the life of changez who after the bombing of the towers never had a peaceful life in America, this is seen on how his friends and even girlfriend treats him. He is never welcome in any place despite being a citizen of Pakistan.
Again, throughout the novel Hamid, the Author illustrates on how people view and judge others based on their mode of dressing, skin color, and their manner of life. Hence, these are some of the element of racisms that transformed changez. As much as his American friends could not show him openly on their side of racism on him, but deep inside, they knew he was an outsider. Changez could feel a bit of racism on them sometimes. He even noticed that even his girlfriend got attracted to him because he was different, and now that his identity is cause chaos even the girlfriend had to take side hence leaving him alone in the whole misery. Changez endures all these because he never wanted to lose them and also he wanted to be accepted by them. Unfortunately, all these varnished away after the 9/11 incident. That cause a series of many events in changez life in America. He starts experiencing hostility to extend they called him an arb and yet he is from Pakistan, he was also, detained and harassed by a security guard in the airport because of his identity (Mohsin 80). Changez as any other Muslims was left with nothing to hang on, and he faces hate, racial and discrimination from every angle of his life. Until he finally decides to confront such Racialization by taking an action of leaving everything that he had acquired in America. These include his job, girlfriend and entire friends he had, and went back to his home country to because of Anti-America lecturer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, the novel is written a provocative manner, and by using the first-person point of view would have disrupted the conventional sympathetic Hamid in this novel use the second-person point of view to explore various issues related to Racialization faced by Muslims in America. He views this context as an insight to America as a nation, and that’s why he creates an imaginary character who is neutral to both Arabs and Americans. Hamid also uses the second person to explain various matters concerning America and the Islamic world on the issues of post 9/11. He also believes that, at this politicized climate caused by nationalistic nature, needs to be addressed by the second person. By the use of the second person, Hamid aims at empowering the Muslims to have the voice to represent themselves in the face of the world. The Author, finalize his use of the second person, in illustrating the need for valuing your native country no matter what happens.
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