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Abstract
Natural law is a theory in philosophy that states human beings have rights, moral values, and other duties that are common in nature. Natural law theory is built on the idea that these laws are universal and are not based on any culture or custom. The way society acts naturally is a natural law. Proponents of this theory claim that natural law does not require political order or legislature. This law contrasts with positive law. The early formulations on the concept of nature differed depending on the different philosophies of the time. Several disagreements arose concerning the meaning of natural law and its difference from positive law and divine law. In this essay, I will develop the concept of natural law, explain in detail the philosophy of natural means, and offer some defense to the arguments I am going to highlight on the difference between natural law, positive law, and divine law.
Introduction	
Aristotle relates natural law and positive law by saying that” just by nature” is not the same as saying” just by law." This philosophical idea argues that there are laws of nature that exist in the reasoning of human beings. To understand this theory, natural law distinguishes the idea that human beings can differentiate what is right and wrong. Human beings do not need to be taught what nature holds for them, but they initiate it by making the right decisions. The idea of natural law is interpreted differently. The key players in developing natural theory are Plato, Aquinas, and Aristotle.
Natural law is believed to be a simple theory applicable in breaking down too complicated scenarios. Natural law theory is not to be confused with positive law in that it does not involve legislative decisions (Crowe, 2019) .This is because this theory defines human beings as having inherent ethical standards. On the other side, positive law incorporates rules made by humans and is applied in specific actions and specific times. Governments enact positive laws to protect the rights of the people; again, they are appropriate in resolving disputes in society and again applied to ensuring order and safety in society. Also, natural law is contrasted with divine law in that the latter mostly applies in Christian believes whereby God revealed Himself through inspired people. In contrast, the difference between the two laws is that natural law applies to all people while this divine law only is to those people who receive special revelation from God.
John Locke advances the theory of natural law by saying that the divine law was binding to the people it addressed, such as the Ten Commandments. John's argument on natural law is that if the Bible teaches contrary to natural law, there must be a problem with Bible. Locke's portrayal of natural law is similar to that of Hobbes (Purwandoko & Imanullah, 2017). Natural law emphasizes the duties, natural rights, and privileges to which an individual is entitled. A good example whereby natural law manifests itself is that we universally know that killing a person is wrong. Everybody has in mind that punishing a person who has killed another person is right. This idea concludes that there is no requirement for the legislation since everybody has the belief. Thomas Aquinas also believed in natural law in that all that we tend to do is known in the operations of our reason. Aquinas develops natural law by saying that natural law is that rational plan in which all God's creation is ordered. That natural law is what makes humans participate in the eternal law. Aquinas believed in the fundamental law that people should do well and again avoid all evil.
C.S Lewis points out that everything in this universe is greater than the mind and anything else we might know. This is because the mind is conscious and has purposes that tend to prefer one thing to the other. He believed that something was directing the whole universe and appeared to be urging him to do the right, which he referred to as natural law. There indeed exists natural law because Aristotle believed that natural justice is valid everywhere and exists with the same force. This connotes that natural justice is positive, and again this natural justice does not exist where people have their thoughts on this. Stoics, in his arguments, develop the law of nature by saying that everybody must follow nature and, in particular, the rational nature of our mind. He believed that the source of natural laws was the logos which had the personified power in natural laws.
While developing the natural law theory, both consequentialist and deontological aspects are included; the common issues in this theory are the intentions, consequences, and moral principles. These play key roles in natural law theory. When dealing with some cases, certain principles are added .for example, the principle of forfeiture gives everyone innocent the right of self-sense. The principle of DDE tends to address cases whereby actions result against natural values (Rashid, 2020) .When applying the natural law principle, an action must not violate any moral principle, and again the good effect of the action must not depend on the bad effect. Much emphasis is put on the good effect. To summarize, natural law theory holds the view that nature is God-given, the power is authoritatively natural over all beings, and again it is naturally known by all humans.
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