[image: image1.png][LEGUIN] “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” by
Ursula K. LeGuin

1. Does LeGuin's story seem to comment on, critique, or embody any of the ethical frameworks
we've discussed in class thus far? Are her critiques persuasive to you?

2. Public transit consultant Jarret Walker (author of the blog Human Transif) has arqued that
“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” contains "“all the political theory you will ever need.
The puzzle it presents is the moral puzzle of ‘civilization,’ which means it's a puzzle that's most
acute in the city.”

Can we connect “Omelas" to our contemporary civilization at the metropolitan level? The
national level? The international level?

3.1s walking away from Omelas an ethical choice? Note that the ones who walk away from
Omelas are not walking away to form a rebel group that will overthrow Omelasian society and
free the child.

What's a real world analogy for “walking away from Omelas"? Are these kinds of ethical choices
meaningful or purely performative?
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1. Does "The Cold Equations” reflect utilitarian analysis? Is the system Godwin portrays moral?
Was the correct moral outcome achieved by ejecting the girl?

2. Does the girl's agency alter your moral analysis of the situation when compared to the

helpless child from “Omelas"? Would the moral analysis be changed if she was aware of the
consequences in advance? What if she was acting with conscious ill intent?
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3. Approach the problem in “The Cold Equations” from an engineering standpoint. Could the
technical and regulatory systems depicted in the story be altered in some way to produce better

outcomes?
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1.1s it an acceptable outcome when automation of labour creates a generalized increase in
welfare accompanied by a localized loss of welfare (through economic displacement)? If not,
what could the solution be?

2. Think of a customer-facing form of automation that you've encountered. Was the design of

this automation effective? Are there shortcomings in the design that negatively impact the
customer experience? Can you think of ways to improve the design?

3. 1f you've dealt with customer-facing automations as an employee in the workforce, did the
design of this automation enhance the work experience? Can you think of ways to improve the

design?




