Homework 

The musical Hamilton is playwright Lin-Manuel Miranda’s modern, multicultural, entertaining
take on the first Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, and the broader world of the
early republic [of the United States]. Inspired by historian Ron Chernow’s 2004 biography of the statesman and his contemporaries, Miranda adapted the standard telling of the “Founding
Father’s” life with a modern cast of performers and audience in mind.
This assignment asks you to read two articles about Hamilton, watch some clips, and then write a short essay.
You are to read two sources (2 PDF ATTACHED).
1-Edward Delman, “How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History,” The Atlantic, April 8, 2019.           (1 PDF ATTACHED).

2-Lyra D. Monteiro, “Review Essay: Race-Conscious Casting and the Erasure of the Black Past in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton,”   (2 PDF ATTACHED). 
The entire Broadway musical is available for viewing on Disney+. However, I encourage you to use YouTube to find recordings of songs, clips of theater performances, interviews with director, cast, crew, etc. 
Then, in a 2-3-page paper, provide a critical review of the musical as a cultural product about history. The central questions I want you to consider are: How does Hamilton ‘bring history to life’? Is it successful in making modern audiences feel ownership over the past, or are there limitations to its presentations of the early republic? Secondary questions that will help you address this larger prompt, which you may wish to answer in your response, include:
· Do you think Hamilton has revolutionized popular history?
· What do you think is the historian’s role in critiquing works of historical fiction or
popular presentations of the past?
· Does Hamilton promote the standard retelling of the Founding Fathers and how the United States came to be, or does it challenge it? How so?
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· How does the race-conscious casting of people of color impact the way the history of the early republic is understood?
In your essay, please reference the two required readings listed above. That means I want to see you include discussion of both Delman and Monteiro’s writings. You can cite using parentheses: Ex. (Delman) and (Monteiro, pg. X). You may use other articles about the musical or the historical actors/events portrayed in the musical. At the end of your essay, please include links to any videos and additional articles you used (like a works cited).















You need to focus on this
GRADING CRITERIA 
Addressing the prompts 
· Did you fully address the central questions I laid out in the instructions? (about Hamilton
“bringing history to life” and making audiences feel ownership of the past)

Using and analyzing sources 
· Did you incorporate (with some depth) the two required readings (Delman, Monteiro) in your response?

· Did you reference specific scenes, songs, actions, etc. to support your responses that demonstrate you spent time engaging with the musical?


2-3 pgs. In length
Formal and grammatically correct language
Sufficient quoting (not too many, but I should see some direct quotes from the readings and/or musical)
12-point font, double-spaced, 1” margins


**(Easy English no advance Vocabulary)

