Psych 41: Lifespan Development
Instructor: B. Jennings


REFLECTION PAPER #2 
Educational Programming for Children (a comparison)

Sesame Street is one of the most successful TV programs designed to educate children between the ages of 2 to 5. Major large-scale studies have shown that regular viewing of the program increases children's learning of numbers, letters, and cognitive skills such as sorting and classification. These effects are found for African American and European-Americans, girls and boys, and for children residing in urban, suburban, and rural areas. Researchers have shown that viewing Sesame Street in Pre-Operational children leads to improved vocabulary growth by age 5. But what about other shows for preschoolers? 

DIRECTIONS: 
[bookmark: _Hlk118724218]For this assignment first I would like you to go on YouTube and watch multiple (3 or more) segments of Sesame Street. Please make sure you watch vintage and more current episodes. Take notes with each segment of the specific themes or concepts being depicted, how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment. What are your thoughts this show’s value for children?

Now that you have familiarized yourself a little more with Sesame Street and seen the differences between the vintage and newer episodes, I would like you to watch a few more educational shows for children. Please go back on Youtube and watch multiple episodes (2-3 segments for each program) from the following list:
Choose at least 3:
Blue’s Clues
Barney & Friends
Dora the Explorer
Paw Patrol
Octonauts
Blippi
Little Einstein’s
Mickey Mouse Clubhouse

Take notes with each segment of the specific themes or concepts being depicted, how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment. What are your thoughts this show’s value for children?

WRITING INSTRUCTIONS: 
► Intro Paragraph: Please briefly discuss your opinion of the value of Sesame Street for children and the differences you found between the newer and vintage segments.

► (1 paragraph) After watching the episodes of Sesame Street, please discuss in detail the specific themes or concepts being depicted in each segment, explain how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether you feel that the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment.

[bookmark: _Hlk118727020]► (1 paragraph) After watching the episodes of <the program you chose>, please discuss in detail the specific themes or concepts being depicted in each segment, explain how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether you feel that the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment.

► (1 paragraph) After watching the episodes of <the program you chose>, please discuss in detail the specific themes or concepts being depicted in each segment, explain how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether you feel that the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment.

►(1 paragraph) After watching the episodes of <the program you chose>, please discuss in detail the specific themes or concepts being depicted in each segment, explain how the episode would develop a child’s cognitive and language skills, and whether you feel that the material presented was sensitive to a child’s ethnicity, culture, or sociocultural environment.

►(1-2 paragraphs) After watching each of the different shows, how do you feel they compare to the episodes of Sesame Street? What are the similarities, and the differences? Which did you enjoy more? Less? Please explain in detail. Do you think that in regards teaching children and impacting their development the other shows did a better job than Sesame Street, or do you think Sesame Street is better? Please explain.

►Closing Paragraph: Please summarize briefly. Did watching these episodes of all the shows make you rethink educational programming for your children? What are your thoughts? 
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