Qualitative Dissertation Version 10.1 Revisions
The following minor revisions apply to the Qualitative Version 10 Dissertation Template and are available in Version 10.1. All revisions are for clarification purposes only, with the exception of the Front Matter addition to the academic integrity page, Abstract rubric, data upload requirement additions as listed in Appendix F, and the newly added “Appendix H: AI Disclosure Form.”
Note: Learners are not required to move to version 10.1 if they are already using v.10. The Appendices in this Revisions List contain the required additions outlined below for learners to copy/paste into their v.10 template. 
Required: All learners must use the version 10.1 academic integrity page language, the Abstract rubric, and the AI Disclosure Form Appendix. All learners must upload all data items listed in Appendix F in their LDP 07 Folder as indicated in v.10.1. These requirements are indicated via a star (*) in Type of Change column below.
Note: Learners are not required to use the recommended third-level subheadings unless directed to do so by their committee.  
	Location
	Type of Change
	Details

	Front Matter
	Addition*
	Addition to Academic Integrity page at end of 1st paragraph: “I acknowledge that any use of AI in the development of this dissertation has been properly attributed and clearly documented where applicable.”

	
	Addition*
	Addition of the Abstract Rubric

	Chapters 1-3 Rubrics (All)
	Addition
	Addition to All Rubrics in Chapters 1-3 to clarify where the section content belongs:
· Beginning of section description: “Section Description (Do Not Remove or Type Here):”
· End of section description: “Write this section below this rubric.”

	Chapter 1 Rubrics (All)
	Addition
	Added “Optional” to the “Content Expert Score” dropdown to clarify that content expert review prior to Level 1 is not required.

	Chapter 1 Problem Space
	Addition
	Addition to Problem Space Rubric - Added “space” after problem in section description to align with the existing/original holistic review rubric description

	
	Revision
	Revised Subheadings to Align with companion guide revisions (revisions in bold): 
· Defining the Problem Space
· Justifying the Need for the Study
· Importance of Studying the Problem Space

	Chapter 1 Core Elements of the Study
	Revision
	Core Elements section description: Replaced “help explain” with “introduce the core elements”

	Chapter 1 Population and Sampling Strategies
	Addition
	Added to end of Rubric Section Description: 
“Within the recruitment plan, detail the sampling strategies and steps you will use to implement your recruitment plans, necessary site approval(s), and/or permissions you will need to conduct your data collection.”

	
	Revision
	Revised Holistic Review rubric description with clarifying terms (revisions in bold): 
A primary recruitment plan for achieving this sample is indicated plus two contingency plans. Address the recruitment site(s) approval processes and any permissions that will be required for data collection, including IRB approval. Note: authorization and IRB approval are not required at this stage, but a feasible plan and reasonable approach for site authorization is clearly discussed.

	
	Revision
	Revised Critical Feasibility/Risk Item description - Moved first sentence and added clarifying information (bold): 
The target population is justified as being sufficiently large to support successful recruitment of the projected sample size. Participant recruitment strategies, informed consent processes, and strategies to mitigate risks to trustworthiness are clearly identified. Researcher is likely to obtain the needed site permission(s) to access the target population(s). There are no ethical issues with accessing the target population.

	
	Revision
	Revised "Approvals and/or Documentation" to "Approvals and/or Necessary Documentation"

	Chapter 1 Definition of Terms
	Addition
	Added "list in alphabetical order" to section description and holistic review description. 
Added “Note: Methods or commonly-used terms do not need to be defined.” 

	Chapter 2 Theoretical Framework
	Addition
	Added "(delete if not applicable)" to "Name of Theory 2" subheading.

	Chapter 3 Introduction
	Addition
	Added “after the completion of Level 1 (D-25)” to section description and Holistic Review rubric description. 

	Chapter 3 Data Sources
	Addition
	Added to Holistic Rubric description: “If field tests and/or expert panel reviews were completed, include a description of how this was done and any changes made to the data source(s) as a result.”
Added “Research” to “Data Source #1” and “Data Source #2” and “(remove if not applicable)” to “Data Source # 2”
Added subheading for “Additional Data”

	Chapter 3 Data Collection and Management
	Revision
	Moved “Data Preparation Plan” subheading from Data Analysis Procedures section to end of Data collection section. 

	Chapter 3 Data Analysis Procedures
	Revision
	Moved “Data Preparation Plan” subheading from Data Analysis Procedures section to end of Data collection section. 
Deleted "preparation" from Holistic Review Description to align with subheading movement.

	Chapter 3 Ethical Considerations
	Addition
	Added “appropriate” to holistic review description: "Site approvals, informed consents, and corresponding recruitment materials are included in the appropriate appendices."

	Chapter 4 Data Analysis Procedures
	Addition
	Added to Critical Feasibility/Risk Rubric: A detailed description of the data analysis process, including related analysis tables/codebook(s) and audit trail, is presented.

	Chapter 4 Results
	Addition
	Added to section description: 
“Note: The subheadings provided are examples; revise and/or add more headings based on the unique structure of your results.”

	Appendix B: Recruitment Materials
	Addition
	Added “You must include a draft of the recruitment documents for Level 2 Proposal Review. The final recruitment materials are required for Level 4 IRB Review. Screenshots of the IRB approved stamped versions are required for Level 5 Dissertation Review.”

	Appendix C: Informed Consent
	Revision
	Bolded “stamped” in the instructions.
Added “Level 2” and “Level 5” to highlighted instructions.

	Appendix E: IRB Approval Letter
	Revision
	Replaced “a copy” with “screenshot” in instructions.
Added “Level 5” and “all pages of” to highlighted instructions. 

	Appendix F: Transcripts
	Revision*
	Converted the required 07 Folder LDP contents into a bulleted list
· Added “raw” and “and cleaned transcripts (single spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font, with timestamps and speaker labels)” to first item 
Revised: “All raw transcripts and cleaned transcripts (single spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font, with timestamps and speaker labels)”
· Added “Coded transcripts” as the second item
· Added “Interview audio and/or” to “Video recordings” item (Revised: “Interview audio and/or video recordings”)

	Appendix H: AI Disclosure Form
	Addition*
	New Required Appendix


*These are required changes that all learners must make in their current template if they choose not to move to version 10.1.


Appendix.
V.10.1 Additions
The following pages contain the additions to V.10.1 – learners who are currently in v.10 may copy/paste these into the specified areas. 
“Appendix H” is the fully-formatted AI Disclosure Form – this can be copied and pasted directly into the v.10 dissertation template appendices. Note, the appendix letter may change if you already have added an Appendix H to your dissertation. 


Updated Academic Integrity Affirmation (Front Matter)
Grand Canyon University

Replace this Line by Pasting the Exact Same Title from the First Page

I verify that my dissertation represents original research and has been conducted with integrity and adherence to ethical research standards. I affirm that all data, findings, and analyses are accurately reported and have not been falsified or plagiarized. All sources of information, whether published, unpublished, or generated through artificial intelligence tools, have been appropriately cited and referenced in accordance with APA guidelines and Grand Canyon University (GCU) policies. I acknowledge that any use of AI in the development of this dissertation has been properly attributed and clearly documented where applicable.
I confirm that this dissertation complies with the approvals granted by the GCU Institutional Review Board for this research investigation. Furthermore, I acknowledge that GCU reserves the right to revoke approval of this dissertation if it is determined that falsification, plagiarism, or any form of ethical misconduct has occurred in the development or presentation of this work.



[Remove this and Provide Your Wet Signature Here]
_____________________________________________	Select Date of Signature
Insert Your Full Legal Name Without Degrees/Titles	Date


Abstract Rubric
	Abstract (Max 1 Page Including Keywords)

	Section Description (Do Not Remove or Type Here): The purpose of the abstract is to offer a concise overview of the entire study. It highlights the study’s purpose, succinctly presents the research questions in narrative form, and summarizes key elements such as the sample, location, methodology, research design, data sources, and data analysis procedures. Additionally, the abstract provides a brief presentation of the main results and delivers a valid conclusion, emphasizing significant implications and/or recommendations resulting from the research.
Note: The abstract is drafted after the completion of Chapters 4 and 5 and is required for Level 5 Consultative Review submission. 

	Holistic Review

	The abstract provides a succinct summary of the study and includes the purpose of the study, research question(s) stated in a narrative format, sample, location, methodology, design data sources, data analysis, results, and a valid conclusion of the research with key implications and/or recommendations.

	Learner’s Self-Score
	Chair Score
	Methodologist Score
	Content Expert Score

	Select Assessment via Drop Down Arrow	Select Assessment via Drop Down Arrow	Select Assessment via Drop Down Arrow	Select Assessment via Drop Down Arrow
	





Appendix H.
Artificial Intelligence Disclosure Form
Delete this entire paragraph and the instructions below once you have completed this appendix. This form ensures transparency in the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools during the dissertation process. Students must disclose AI use based on the Acceptable AI-Supported Activities and Prohibited or Restricted Uses outlined by the College of Doctoral Studies and GCU Student AI Policy in the AI Resource Center: https://ssc.gcu.edu/#/page/ai-resource-center. 
Instructions
Complete this form at each submission stage: Level 1 Prospectus, Level 2 Proposal, Level 5 Final Dissertation.
For each level of review in the table, use the drop down to indicate whether AI tools were used. If AI tools were used, select yes; if they were not used, select no.
If AI tools were used, using clear and concise language, please provide:
· Tool name(s) and purpose of use;
· How you critically analyzed and used the AI output;
· A reflection on what you learned from the use of AI. 
Ensure disclosure aligns with Acceptable AI-Supported Activities and avoids Prohibited or Restricted Uses per CDS and GCU Student AI Policy: https://ssc.gcu.edu/#/page/ai-resource-center. 

[bookmark: _Toc214965072]

Table H.1

AI Use Disclosure Table for Level 1 (Chapter 1-Prospectus) Review
	Chapter 1 AI Use 
	Did you use AI to support your Chapter 1? Select Yes or No
If you selected Yes to AI Use, indicate how you used AI to develop your Chapter 1. Discuss each AI tool you used.

	Tool Name(s) and Purpose of Use
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	How you Critically Analyzed and Used the AI Output
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	Write a short reflection on what you learned (i.e. critical thinking, refining ideas, improved research skills for the dissertation process) from the use of AI. Explain how you ensured ethical use and academic integrity when incorporating AI-generated content, including proper attributions.
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.





[bookmark: _Toc214965073]Table H.2

AI Use Disclosure Table for Level 2 (Proposal) Review
	Chapter 2 and/or 3 AI Use 
	Did you use AI to support your Chapter 2 and/or 3? Select Yes or No
If you selected Yes to AI Use, indicate how you used AI to develop your Chapter 1. Discuss each AI tool you used.

	Tool Name(s) and Purpose of Use
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	How you Critically Analyzed and Used the AI Output
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	Write a short reflection on what you learned (i.e. critical thinking, refining ideas, improved research skills for the dissertation process) from the use of AI. Explain how you ensured ethical use and academic integrity when incorporating AI-generated content, including proper attributions.
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.





[bookmark: _Toc214965074]Table H.3

AI Use Disclosure Table for Level 5 (Dissertation) Review
	Chapter 4 and/or 5 AI Use 
	Did you use AI to support your Chapter 4 and/or 5? Select Yes or No
If you selected Yes to AI Use, indicate how you used AI to develop your Chapter 1. Discuss each AI tool you used.

	Tool Name(s) and Purpose of Use
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	How you Critically Analyzed and Used the AI Output
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.

	Write a short reflection on what you learned (i.e. critical thinking, refining ideas, improved research skills for the dissertation process) from the use of AI. Explain how you ensured ethical use and academic integrity when incorporating AI-generated content, including proper attributions.
	Insert text here or type N/A if no AI was used in Chapter 1.
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