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Self-Destruction and Guilt in The Black Cat
Human beings are the ones who usually realize that something is not right and will go ahead and do it. The Black Cat by Edgar Allan Poe is a novel focusing on psychological horror by the author in the 19 th century, who delved into the darker aspects of human behavior. It is the narration of an unnamed narrator who transforms into a brutal man abusing his pets and killing his wife. He tries to conceal his crime. However, the very things that he does make him exposed. Poe takes this story to explore guilt and moral decay.
Thesis: Poe employs narration, symbolism, irony, characterization, setting, and plot in the black cat to explore the theme of how people who knowingly falls into destructive desires and fail to take personal responsibility making them lose control of themselves and  ending into consequences that exposes and punishes them. 
Narration
Poe employs unreliable narration to demonstrate how the narrator defends destructive behavior. In the introduction, the narrator wants to be sure that he is sane and says, "Mad would I be to expect it... Yet, mad am I not" (Poe 3). This assertion makes things questionable. One can notice that he is making an effort to shape the perception of the reader towards him. As the plot unfolds, he evades responsibility. According to him, his character had undergone a complete change towards the unhealthy (Poe 4). Instead of taking the blame, he blames alcohol. He also brings in perverseness, which he refers to as a natural desire to go wrong (Poe 6). Due to patterns in forensic psychology, Hester and Segir suggest that the action of the narrator can be justified by the patterns in forensic psychology, according to which people can justify violent behavior and retain a feeling of control (Hester and Segir 176). This helps to support the fact that the narrator is conscious of what he is doing, yet he does not want to take responsibility. This theme is strengthened through his narration, which depicts that self-justification results in loss of control.
Symbol
Poe employs the symbolism to demonstrate how guilt grows, and it can never be avoided. The narrator portrays her previous benevolence through the first cat, Pluto. Nevertheless, he turns violent and kills the animal, which is the turning point in his character (Poe 5). The second cat enhances this symbolism. It is similar to Pluto but with a white spot gradually developing into the form of a gallows (Poe 10). The symbol is an indicator of death and punishment. It is becoming more and more troubling for the narrator, proving that he or she is becoming more and more guilty. According to Hester and Segir, this kind of imagery is the manifestation of psychological guilt, when the mind is on a mission to remind oneself of wrongdoing which cannot be disregarded (Hester and Segir 182). This contributes to the theme because it demonstrates that guilt is a consequence of actions that are destructive, and the more a person does it, the more it grows.
Irony
Poe employs irony to demonstrate how the narrator is bringing his own misery. The narrator feels that he has gotten away with it after he kills his wife and conceals her body. Upon the arrival of the police, he is sure to say that they have a solid wall that is well joined (Poe 14). This scene is ironic in the sense that he is highlighting the very spot where the body is concealed. As he hits off the wall, the imprisoned cat exposes the crime. According to Hester and Segir, in most cases, people who strive to take control of their own story reveal themselves through their very actions (Hester and Segir 185). This serves to strengthen the theme because it demonstrates that bad decisions will have inevitable consequences.
Character
Poe applies characterization to demonstrate that the narrator is morally degraded. In the introduction, he mentions himself as kind and tender to the animals. He, however, later acknowledges that his character had undergone an extreme change to the negative (Poe 4). His behavior becomes more violent as the story develops. He maltreats his pets and kills his wife. The fact that he cannot regret indicates that he has lost moral control. The Black Cat and Other Stories reveal that in many of his works, Poe reveals how a person who has been considered normal can stoop to the level of destruction once they are not able to check the impulses (Poe). This helps to substantiate the theme as it demonstrates that the destruction of the narrator is a slow process and is caused by a series of decisions.
Setting
The setting is employed by Poe to show the guilt of the narrator and his state of mind. The home is the main setting of the story, where it turns into a violent place. Of particular interest is the cellar where the body is concealed. The secrecy and the feeling of guilt are reflected in this dark and locked-in space (Poe 11). The environment is what gives the impression of being trapped. The narrator is powerless to get rid of the results of his activities, as the body is powerless to get rid of the wall. This supports the theme as it reveals how the person is trapped by guilt.
Plot
Poe relies on plot development to demonstrate that minor steps have grave outcomes. The minor changes in the story are irritability, which starts with slight alterations in behavior. These activities escalate to violence and then end up in murder. One event is a continuation of the other. This process is then finalized by the moment in which the narrator reveals himself. His punishment is a result of his previous behavior. This construction demonstrates that the harmful decisions have inevitable consequences.
Conclusion
Poe has managed to convey the theme using various literary devices. In narration, the justifications that people make for damaging activities are illustrated. Symbolism shows that there is no escape from guilt. Irony demonstrates that consequences are brought about by things we do. The use of character, setting, and plot supports this message. This is a theme that can be described as relatable to real life. Human beings tend to excuse and evade wrong actions. In the long run, those acts have consequences that cannot be shunned. Poe is able to demonstrate how the self-destruction starts with the choice and the exposure. The ruin of the narrator is evidence that the dangerous desires, when given in to, result in inevitable retribution.
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