Final Essay Part II
Assignment 3: Argument Essay (900-1000 words)
Rough Draft: April 10
Final Draft: April 30

The final project is in two parts: 1) Annotated Bibliography and 2) The Argument Essay. You should read both assignment sheets in this module to understand the full project. In this essay, you will convince me of your stance (for or against) a controversial topic. Please note that the topic from the Annotated Bibliography assignment will be the same as your topic for the Argument Essay. You will not simply copy and paste your Annotated Bibliography but transform your synthesis of sources into an argument supported with strong topic sentences, transitions, evidence, and analysis. It will need to be specific and something you can effectively prove in fewer than 5 pages. You need to take a definitive stand/pick a side. What is the argument you will make? Try to make it unique!
I recommend that you pick something you are interested in, so that you enjoy doing the research and writing the paper. Also, you need to imagine a reader as someone in opposition to you. How are you going to convince them that you are right? And that they are wrong? Will you rely on appealing to their emotion? Offering logical appeals? Your job will not only be to inform or educate them, but also to reach them emotionally and logically.
Here are some topics that will likely lend themselves to nuanced and effective essays:
1. Gun control
2. Solutions to the opioid crisis
3. Student loan forgiveness
4. Defunding the police
5. Cancel culture
6. Dress codes/school uniforms
7. Animal testing
8. Marijuana legalization
9. Fracking
10. Police body cameras
11. Abortion
12. Felon voting
13. Electoral college
14. Reparations for slavery
15. Euthanasia/assisted suicide
16. Sex work
17. Israel/Palestine
18. Death Penalty
19. Standardized testing
20. Banned Books
21. Private Prisons
22. Churches and Taxes


This paper will be 5 paragraphs (or more, if you feel you need it), and at least 1000 words. You are required to have an introduction that describes the debate or conversation regarding your topic, and at least three body paragraphs that each take on one aspect of the topic (in addition to a conclusion). One of those paragraphs must be devoted to considering the opposition. You will read a variety of articles concerning the debate for and against (and in between) your topic, and you will need to use those articles for evidence. Each body paragraph will require at least one piece of evidence and thoughtful analysis, in addition to appealing emotionally to a general audience.

The structure of your body paragraphs should be:
1. Topic sentence with transition 
2. Brief context/explanation
3. Evidence
4. Argumentation/analysis 
5. Appealing to logic/appealing to emotions
6. Connect to thesis

The structure of your opposition paragraph should be:
1. Topic sentence with transition
a. Structured like this: Some people might argue (opposite of yours), but ultimately they are incorrect because (what would you say in response to them?)
2. Provide 2-3 sentences that explains the opposition
3. Transition to the side you’re actually on
4. Then, prove, with evidence, why the opposition is incorrect
5. Offer analysis, argumentation, and appeal to emotions
6. Connect to thesis

AI Use in the Final Assignment: Any AI-generated work that is above 20% will be scrutinized. If that number is higher, you will receive a zero and the re-write policy does not apply to the final assignment. You will 100% have to take this class again if your essay is flagged. This is also a reminder to not use Grammarly in the writing process. Please utilize the resources available to you in the GENEROUS time span that you have been allotted for this paper.




Sample Student Essay
Gun Law Restrictions
Hearing about yet another life lost at the hands of a gun via the news or social media can be infuriating and horrifying. Americans have been begging for a safer environment for their kids since the Sandy Hook shooting hit the news ten years ago. Guns are the leading cause of death for children and teens in America, with children ages five to fourteen being twenty-one times and adolescents and young adults ages fifteen to twenty-four being twenty-three times more likely to be killed with guns compared to other countries (An Examination of US School Mass Shootings, para. 6). Things that are supposed to be used to protect the family are being used to destroy and break the family. Even though some may argue that gun control violates their Second Amendment rights and their right to defend themselves, guns laws should be stricter because it will decrease the amount of gun related suicides at home and will decrease the amounts of mass shootings happening in schools.
Restricting gun laws can prevent younger individuals who are at a higher risk of suicide from purchasing firearms. According to an article titled “Gun control and suicide: The impact of state firearm regulations in the United States”, guns are used in more than half of suicides committed by young males ages 15-24 (Table 4). In a chart created by Gifford Law Center, the minimum age of twenty-one is imposed for all handgun sales from licensed or unlicensed sellers in only fourteen states. While other states require Americans to be twenty-one to buy a handgun from a licensed seller, unlicensed sellers can sell an eighteen-year-old—and in one state, under “parental supervision”, a minor— a handgun. Between 2011 and 2020, firearm suicides by the hands of minors increased by sixty-one percent in those states, while the states that rose their age requirements for handguns saw a decrease in the rate of gun related suicides by nine percent. The rate of firearm related suicides between the ages of zero to nineteen years old also saw a decrease on the federal level once a federal law was enacted (Gifford Law Center, para. 16 and 17). Because young people and their parents are being affected by the negligence of the United States government, stricter and heavier gun control laws, will help keep other young Americans from doing something horrible in the future.
Although there is evidence that there is a link between guns and suicide, the biggest argument for guns is that stricter gun laws violate their Second Amendment rights and their right to defend themselves. The Second Amendment protects Americans’ right to own a gun in their homes and protects their right to use it in the act of self-defense, while also prohibiting the government’s right to interfere with it. Which means, technically, stricter gun laws would be considered unconstitutional, but there have been debates in the past regarding whether the wording in the Second Amendment protects the individual, the “individual view,” or the state’s militia, the “exclusively states’ right” view (Handgun Prohibition and the Original Meaning of the Second Amendment, 206). Individual rights view is the view most United States citizens share, while the more educated, such as lawyers and law professors, support the states’ rights view (Kates, 207). The fact that there are debates and split sides on who the Second Amendment protects, makes this part of the argument on stricter gun laws insensitive to the people who suffer at the hands of a gun every day.
Lastly, stricter gun laws will result in a decrease of mass shootings. Mass shootings are incidents in which four or more people are murdered. There are families losing their loved ones by the hands of assault rifles, or long guns, almost every day. According to federal law, a licensed dealer is not able to sell long guns, or long gun ammunition, to anyone under the age of eighteen years old while unlicensed dealers can sell them to anyone of any age (Gifford Law Center, para. 23). The most memorable mass shooting that shocked the world was the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. A twenty-year-old male with two assault rifles targeted teachers and young students in Sandy Hook, Connecticut. This tragic incident left twenty-eight people dead. This event became known as the “tipping point” in the discussion about long guns and its lack of restrictions. (This Time is Different, para. 2 and 3). The Sandy Hook massacre occurred ten years ago and yet the outcry for heavier restrictions still stands as mass shootings keep occurring throughout the United States. The most recent cry for help regarding gun control from American citizens happened in 2022 after the Uvalde school shooting. On May 24, 2022, an eighteen-year-old boy murdered nineteen elementary school students and two teachers at Robb Elementary School, while injuring seventeen others. The boy used an AR-15 styled rifle, a long gun (An Examination of US School Mass Shootings, para. 5). The only way to stop these terrible acts from happening is a federal gun control law restricting all, including unlicensed, sales of long guns to anyone without a proper and thorough background check.
Stricter gun laws will not only protect our youth, but they will provide a safer and more friendly environment for Americans overall. There should be laws requiring Americans with children and young adults to keep their guns locked away to reduce the number of suicidal deaths. Also, raising the minimum age to twenty-one and requiring a background for all handgun and long gun sales, licensed or unlicensed, will also create a safer environment for Americans by putting guns into the hands of fully developed human beings. With a proper and thorough background check, the ability to safely sell or administer long guns without the worry of mass shootings will make everyone feel a little bit safer.
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