Discussion one
PART 1: Concept Discussion Forum 2: What drives the Formations of Modernity?
 
GUIDELINES:
Read the Introduction in Formations of Modernity. According to Hall and Gieben (1992), What are the defining elements and drivers in the formation of our modern world/society/system? What do you consider to be the most important element in this process? Why?
 
Post your response by October 11. Comment on another peer's post as to what was most important, explaining why you agree or chose something else. 



Discussion two
TASK 3: GRADED Discussion Forum 2: What does the face of 'modernization' look like today in the Global South?  Considering the views of Rostow, Lewis and the New World Plantation Economy school on development,  are any of these positions on the path for development, still relevant, If not why, not?
 
GUIDELINES
 
Read the essay on Either China OR the Gaza Strip OR Haiti and address the question for the asynchronous discussion forum.  (750 WORD MAXIMUM)
 
China Case study:
**Gonzalez-Vincente, Ruben (2019).  "Making Development Great Again? Accumulation Regimes, spaces of sovereign exception and the elite development paradigm of China's Belt and Road Initiative.” Business and Politics https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/bitstream/handle/1887/77848/Gonzalez_Vicente_2019.pdf?sequence=1
 
Pre Genocide Gaza- case study of de-development.
 
Roy, Sara  (1987) "The Gaza Strip: A Case of Economic De-Development”
Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Autumn, 1987), pp. 56-88. Retrieved from: https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2536651.pdf
 
Haiti case study of reconstruction.
 
Werner, Marion (2016). Global Displacements: The Making of Uneven Development in the Caribbean. Malden MA: John Wiley and Sons, chapter 6 " Haiti, The Global Factory and the Politics of Reconstruction.” Scan. (See Unit 6 course folder) 




Discussion three

DISCUSSION FORUM 3: Decolonial political imperatives and ethics in the postcolony
 
1.Percy Hintzen (2020)    'Oil aspirations and the curse of neocolonial governance.' Retrieved from: https://www.stabroeknews.com/2020/01/20/features/in-the-diaspora/oil-aspirations-and-the-curse-of-neocolonial-governance/
 
2.Angelique Nixon (2020). 'Black Lives Matter- What Does It Mean For Us In The Caribbean?' Retrieved from: https://www.stabroeknews.com/2020/06/15/features/in-the-diaspora/black-lives-matter-what-does-it-mean-for-us-in-the-caribbean/
 
3.Emily    Levang (2020) Can we protect nature by giving it legal rights? Retrieved from: https://ensia.com/articles/legal-rights-of-nature/
 
Rights of Nature gaining ground: Retrieved from:
https://www.openglobalrights.org/the-rights-of-nature-gaining-ground/#:~:text=The%20human%20right%20to%20a,having%20enshrined%20it%20in%20law.&text=In%20India%2C%20the%20Supreme%20Court,of%20the%20right%20to%20life.
 
  Please post by November 1, 2026. OPEN comments.
ALL POSTS AND COMMENTS FOR THE DISCUSSION FORUMS WILL CLOSE ON November 14, 2026.
 
GUIDELINES:
In light of your reading of 1 (one) the opinion pieces above, what do you think should be the basic political imperatives and ethics for a post-colonial and decolonial approach to development? How do your views line up with or against the Sustainable Development 2030 agenda? Offer reasons for your views and comment on the views and position of another student.
 
In responding to this question please try to also review 1 (one) of the readings below which addresses the politics of change in light of the legacies of colonialism or the 'coloniality of power.'
 
1. Ashar, Meera  (2015) "Decolonizing what? Categories, concepts and the enduring not yet.” Cultural Dynamics, 27(2): 253-265. (see Unit 8 course folder)
 
2. McEwan, Cheryl (2019). Postcolonialism, Decoloniality and Development. Second Edition. London: Routledge, ch 7, 321-328.
 
3. Gordon, Lewis (2011). "Fanon and Development. A Philosophical Look." In Lansata, K (ed). Philosophy and African Development. CODESRIA. Council for the Development of  Social Science Research in Africa.  
 
4. Wynter, Sylvia (2003). "Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: After Man, Towards the Human...” CR: The New Centennial Review (3, 3): 257-337,
a.https://law.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/2432989/Wynter-2003-Unsettling-the-Coloniality-of-Being.pdf
5. Norman Girvan,  "Introduction to the New World.”  Retrieved from:https://newworldjournal.org/independence/introduction/
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