

2

Research Paper CLAS 203: Civilization of Ancient Greece


Please Note: 

As everybody is aware, the rise of AI platforms has created something of a crisis in universities worldwide. AI has many positive functions, from putting together targeted medical plans for patients to helping us to digitally unroll and read the carbonized scrolls from a library buried in the volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE. It can do many things that humans cannot, and can do numerous things that humans can do, but more efficiently. However, AI also presents major problems in its more day to day use. It has been used in court cases, sometimes citing non-existent, AI fabricated legal precedences. It has been used to author articles in medical journals, and has been found citing non-existent medical research. These are examples of real world, harmful and dangerous situations that can have life altering effects. And of course, AI is also being used by students to author university research papers. 

This is a classics course. It may not seem that faking a research paper for this course is on the same level as faking legal or medical research- it may seem to be a victimless offense by comparison, but that does not mean that it has no ramifications. Universities are centers of learning and research, a place where the pursuit of knowledge is the ultimate goal. They are trusted public institutions, and their integrity, credibility and reputation at every level are dependent on the integrity of each individual scholar within them. 

Beyond teaching specific course material, humanities courses in particular attempt to teach critical thinking skills, information literacy, and the ability to analyze complex topics from multiple perspectives. They teach students how to formulate an argument, how to defend the position taken in an extended, and complex format as supported by author insight and accumulated research evidence. They teach us to think about how we think and why we think the things that we do. They help us build the skill set to become engaged global citizens who can enter into meaningful debate on important topics in an articulate way. 

When students use AI to author their papers, they abdicate responsibility for the development of  their own critical thinking and writing skills, farming out their learning. This renders the exercise meaningless, both for the student, and for the instructor who has to read the paper. There is no real engaging with ideas taking place, no growing awareness of self or the world around us. If we cease to do our own thinking, we run the risk of ceasing to be truly human. 

In our course syllabus, the Faculty of Arts at Concordia University has set out a zero tolerance policy on AI use for students. This is for various reasons relating to academic integrity. First of all, submitting work that you did not write yourself and presenting it as your own is plagiarism. AI gathers information from the work of real scholars, and synthesizes it without crediting those sources, which is academic theft of intellectual copyright. This often leads to a second academic offense of the students’ part, which is falsifying research. 

You will notice that this assignment puts a great deal of emphasis on providing detailed citations for all sources of information within the text of the essay, whether that information be in the form of a direct quote or a paraphrase. The reader must be able to tell where each point was taken from, and look it up quickly. For this, all citations require specific page numbers as they appear in the original publication (as opposed to PDF page numbers).  This is absolutely non-negotiable for reasons of academic transparency and clarity. This is also required because it is our best tool in detecting AI use. As of right now, AI can write an assignment and even provide vague citations. What it cannot yet do, is provide accurate and specific page numbers for those citations. Sometimes students will use AI to write their papers for them, and then will manually add random page numbers to the citations, to make the paper look legitimate, and as though real research was conducted when it was not. This is falsifying research by providing false, made up citations that do not contain the information cited. Aside from the dishonesty involved, it means the research paper must be given a mark of 0, as there has been no research conducted. 

My policy is to randomly select 1/3 of essays and to look up page numbers in the citations provided to ensure they are real. If they are not, the student has falsified research at a bare minimum, and has also likely done so because they used AI to write their paper, adding plagiarism to the charges. My hope is that knowing their paper has a one out of three chance of being checked will discourage students from giving in to the temptation of cheating. Anybody caught will automatically receive a grade of zero on the assignment and will be reported to the department chair and the dean for further action, which could include a failing grade in the course, or even expulsion from the university.

Where do I start?
1. Read this assignment sheet in full. Failure to read the assignment instructions will not be accepted as an excuse for not following the assignment instructions.
2. 	If you remain unclear about anything, read the items in the folder entitled “Guidelines for Writing Academic Papers” posted near the top of the Moodle course page. In this folder are files labeled ‘Sources”, ‘Documentation’, ‘Plagiarism”, “ Evidence” and “Organizing your essay”. These should clarify any remaining points of uncertainty. If you still have questions, ask your instructor. In addition, students may also want to consult the Concordia library at http://library.concordia.ab.ca/services/infoservices.php, which helpfully provides guides for university level research.
3. 	Find a topic that interests you. You may choose one of suggested topics or 	create your own.

Where should I look for sources of information? Hint: it’s not Google!
1. 	Look up your topic in the The Oxford Classical Dictionary 3rd edition (1996), edited by S. Hornblower et al. This is an excellent place to start your research. It is available via the Concordia Library: there is a copy in the reference section, DE5 .O9 1996, and a copy on the shelf at the same call number. We also have access to a digital copy. Read the bibliographic suggestions at the end of each entry to help find other books and articles on your topic. Students may also find helpful the Oxford Companion to Classical Literature 2nd edition (1989) by M.C. Howatson and Paul Harvey, available at the Concordia Library in the reference section, PA 31 H69 1989.
2. 	Search for books on your topic in the Concordia library online catalogue (also search interlibrary loans - works Concordia does not have may be available at other university libraries with which Concordia has interlibrary loan lending agreements). Interlibrary loans are delivered directly to the Concordia library upon request.
3. 	Search for journal articles on your topic using the Concordia library online journal databases. The best database to use for Classics, hands down, is Jstor. It contains most academic journals relating to the topic of Classics, and scholarly, peer reviewed articles may be downloaded here free of charge.
4. 	Always look at the bibliographies of the books and journal articles you use –they will list other sources on your topic that may be helpful in your research.

When do I need to cite a source?
The rule of 3: information is typically considered 'common knowledge' if it appears in at least three scholarly sources. Common knowledge does not require citation (for example, ‘The Greek epic poem The Iliad is popularly attributed to Homer.” –there is no debate about this statement, and it is an established, well known fact. It is not an idea attributable to a specific individual). However, a detailed reference to a primary source or the presentation of someone else’s idea, whether quoted directly or paraphrased, does require citation (e.g. “B. Boffin argues on page 9 that the poet Homer was actually a woman.”).



How many sources do I need to use?
A minimum of 1 primary source (a text, work of literature, document or piece of physical evidence dating to the ancient world, preferably close to the actual time period being discussed) is required, as are a minimum of 3 peer reviewed secondary sources (works of modern scholarship by professional academics who study the ancient past and work first hand interpreting primary source material). Primary source materials translated into English can be found easily at the Perseus Project (Digital Library) Homepage: 
    		 http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
*Please note that when obtaining a primary source from Perseus, you do not cite Perseus as the source. Instead, you cite the translator, publisher, city and date of the edition they have posted, just as if you were working with a print copy. Your reader needs this information – simply identifying the website where you found the translation not tell the reader which edition you were using. Think of Perseus as the library where you find the source, but distinct from the source itself.


What is the assignment?
(Note: DO NOT attempt this assignment until you have read the following detailed
instructions! Always know what you instructor is expecting from you before you begin.)

1. The assignment itself:
Students must write a paper approximately ten double spaced typed pages in length (using a 12 point font similar to Times or Times New Roman). Cover pages, footnotes/endnotes, pictures and bibliography DO NOT count towards the ten page length requirement.
2. What is the aim of this paper?
The essay is intended to be a research paper. This means that students are expected to perform independent research and find sources of information on the topic of their choice (as opposed to repeating what is in the text book or what was said in class). Essays that simply repeat material from lectures or the text book will not receive a passing grade. Likewise, essays that simply re-narrate the plot of a work of literature will not receive a passing grade. 
In addition to being a research paper, the essay should also be an exercise in critical and analytical thought. Students must display evidence that they are engaging the material and thinking about it. 
As research is conducted, students should be able to begin formulating a research question/line of inquiry concerning the topic (something quite straightforward is fine) based on what questions arise for them during their research and what conclusions they think may be drawn in answer. This is the bulk of the essay – the student sets out the question or problem, and then works through it. Thus, ultimately, the paper aims to make a point (this is called the 'thesis'). A university level paper must have a strongly stated central thesis or research question it seeks to answer. In the final draft, the thesis may be stated at the beginning of the paper, with argument and evidence to follow, capped off by a conclusion corroborating the thesis, or students may start by setting out the question, working though it, and stating their conclusions (thesis) at the end of the paper. Whether the thesis appears at the beginning or end of the paper is a matter of personal choice, just so long as
there is a thesis. Students should back up their thesis with both the evidence they've found through their research and with their own reasoning.
3. Extensions, late penalties:
Extensions will be considered in special circumstances (students should speak with their instructor well before the scheduled due date). If an unforeseen situation arises and a student is unable to complete or submit their paper by the scheduled due date, a medical certificate or evidence of an emergency situation is required to help avoid late penalties. Late papers will be docked 5%/day (including weekends). Papers will not be accepted once they are more than 10 days late (even if an extension was granted). It is the student's responsibility to ensure that their paper has been received.
4. Format:
Students may use whatever format they wish, whether Chicago Manual of Style, MLA format or APA format etc. (specific page numbers for direct quotes AND paraphrased information are required for each citation, regardless of format!), so long as they are consistent in their use. A guide to various citation styles may be found on the Concordia library website, at http://library.concordia.ab.ca/services/citing.php. A cover page giving the title, student's name, course number, section number, due date and the instructor's name should be included. Essays not held together with a staple or a paper clip will not be accepted. The essay must be double-spaced, printed in black, have appropriate margins (about 1 inch on all sides), and standard typeface (12-point Times New Roman or similar); footnotes, if used, will be in the same font, but 10-point size. Each paragraph must be indented with no blank line left between paragraphs. Do not get bogged down with the idea that the 'correct' paper format must take shape around '5 body paragraphs'. While your professors are aware that this has been drilled into you throughout your high school education, it is arbitrary and it is nonsense. At the university level, most professors will not be counting your paragraphs (exceptions may exist). Use however many paragraphs it takes to make your point in a well-written and stylistically correct manner; no more, no less. Papers should be written in a formal style (although use of the first person "I" is fine), and should avoid the use of swear words and slang. Ideally the paper should be presented in an objective, mature and thoughtful manner befitting a university level course. Students should present a paper based on research and the resulting logical interpretation of that research. What they should not do is over-editorialize and make arguments based solely on unsubstantiated personal biases or beliefs.
6. References:
Essays must include clear and easily understood references (whether in the body of the paper or by means of footnotes or endnotes). As mentioned above, references must be made throughout the paper to sources of general information as well as to sources of direct quotations. Simply including a list of works consulted at the end of the paper is not sufficient. Such papers will be returned ungraded and will be docked 30% automatically upon re-submission with citations.
Occasionally, students submit a paper with no scholarly sources at all. When this is brought to their attention, they sometimes say that they didn't require the use of secondary sources, because they know the subject well and did not need to conduct research. This is in no way acceptable and such papers will be returned ungraded. The point of this assignment is not to stay within one's 'comfort zone' and regurgitate 'facts' as one knows them. This demonstrates no university level research skills and no critical or analytical skills. Repeating what you already know is simply presenting data, but data without interpretation is meaningless. Professional classicists 'know' a good deal about their topic, but nevertheless when they write articles for publication, they do not simply state facts as they believe them to be; rather, they construct a critical argument, a large part of which is demonstrating knowledge of what other scholars have said on the subject and explaining why they agree or disagree with these approaches. If they don't have the credentials simply to write what they 'know' with no scholarly evidence to back up their claims, neither does a student in a first or second year survey course. Step outside of your comfort zone, and explore a topic with which you are not familiar. Pose a research question to which you do not already think you 'know' the answer, and go where the evidence of primary and secondary sources, as well as your own reasoning, lead you. Again, failure to read these instructions will not be accepted as a reason for not following these instructions.
7. Bibliography or Works Cited Page
All essays must include a bibliography or works cited page. Essays submitted without will automatically be docked 30%, and will be returned to the student un-graded for resubmission upon completion of this requirement. Please make yourself familiar with the definitions of and penalties for plagiarism set out in the Concordia College calendar.
8. Evaluation:	
A successful paper has a strong thesis, a solid argument to support it, good documentation and is well written. The paper will therefore be marked on the following specific criteria:
i) Thesis, supporting argument	, evidence of analytical thought 
ii) Scholarly sources, use of primary texts, overall research and bibliography	
iii) Clarity, presentation, organization	
iv) Grammar, spelling, proper English usage (proofread your paper for spelling and grammatical mistakes before you submit it. Do not rely on the spelling and grammar checkers on your word processor.)	
Note on the Grading of Long Answer Questions on Exams and of Research Papers:
	An “A” Paper
	Excellent
	This is a paper fully focused on the topic.  It is well-organized, and strong in content, expression and presentation.  It contains a complete, well-developed and insightful argument in response to the topic or question based on fully documented primary and secondary sources.  This paper shows a critical use and combination of primary and secondary sources without excessive reliance on secondary documents.  An “A” paper does not view the question as limiting, but rather considers and integrates additional, relevant aspects which may not be explicitly laid out in the question.  

	A “B” Paper
	Good
	This paper is generally well-focused on the topic.  Its content is clearly presented without significant and repeated errors in expression, grammar or spelling.  It presents an argument which is for the most part well-supported by evidence drawn from appropriate secondary sources; primary sources are used but not consistently and critically.  A “B” paper provides an answer to the question or topic without a deeper analysis of the question.

	A “C” Paper
	Satisfactory
	This paper is on topic but it may be vague in responding to the question, or its content may be based largely on secondary sources, possibly with specious or uncompelling arguments; its evidence may occasionally be incomplete or slightly inaccurate.  Those secondary sources which are used are not of the highest scholarly quality.  Errors in expression, grammar and spelling are frequent and may detract from the clarity of the paper.  Documentation is present, but incomplete or inaccurate.  A “C” paper provides a basic response to the question or topic.

	A “D” Paper
	Poor
	This paper is inconsistent in addressing the topic or it does not provide a clear answer to the question.  It may be characterized by one or more of the following: a complete reliance on secondary sources whose evidence is poorly or inadequately conveyed or understood; a selection of the sources which may be academically inappropriate; chronic errors in expression, grammar and spelling which result in a consistent lack of clarity.  Documentation is deficient or largely absent.  

	An “F” Paper
	Failure
	This paper is off topic, or it may suffer from one or more of the following serious flaws: it may lack a thesis; it may lack clear development and structure; it may be deficient in the presentation of evidence; it may misunderstand the evidence which is presented; it may contain serious and repeated errors in sentence structure, grammar and diction which render the meaning unfathomable.  A paper which lacks documentation entirely will automatically fall into this category.




Topics
Students may choose one of the suggested topics listed below (they will need to narrow its focus –topics given are intentionally general, in the expectation that the student will decide on his/her own issue of interest), or students may come up with a topic of their own, providing the topic focuses on a subject pertaining to ancient Greece. Students are not to submit work previously handed in for any other course. See the instructor, if required, for bibliographical suggestions (after performing preliminary research on you own).

Suggested Starting Points for Topics (students may also come up with their own topic)
1.	The development of ancient Greek medicine
2.	Reasons for the collapse of the Greek Bronze Age
3.	The relationship between the Minoans and the Mycenaeans
4.	The historicity of a Trojan War
5.	The oikos and the polis in Athenian law
6.	The status of metics in Athens
7.	The religious origins of Greek sport
8.	Greek theatre as civic duty
9.	The Greeks and the supernatural
10.	The Pre-Socratics and early Greek scientific thought
11.	Greek prostitution
12.	Old age in ancient Greece
13.	Childhood in ancient Greece
14.	Greek constructions of gender
15.	Greeks and constructions of race or ethnicity
16.	Greek women in Hellenistic Egypt
17.	Foreign influences on Greek culture
18.	Citizenship and inheritance in Perikles' Athens
19.	Athens under Peisistratos
20.	Exile and banishment in ancient Greece
21.	Women in Spartan society
22.	Slavery and the ancient Greeks
23.	Greek representations of the Persians
24.	The role of sacrifice in Greek religion
25.	The Athenian democracy
26. 	Hypatia of Alexandria
27.	Reasons for the Greek revival in the archaic age
28.	The development of Greek concepts of the 'soul'
29.	The Greeks and their views on the natural world
30.	Witchcraft in ancient Greece: beliefs and practices

