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some other varieties, good in every respect, and none of which rotted 
this season; heretofore, few or none of the Vine Arbor, Weller's 
Halifax Seedling, Somerville, and some oth~rs. 

I am, dear sir, with respect, yours, 
SIDNEY WELLER. 

Brinkleyvillc, Habfax Co., N. C. 

~ OTE BY EmTon.-At a late meeting of the ;; Cincinnati Horticultural So­
ciety,:' a committee having been entrusted with the ~ubject of Wines, reported, 
aHcr a variety of trials and experiments, as follows: 

,: The re:-;ult of the examination is a conviction that our soil and climate are 
\\·ell adapteJ. to the production of a very fine, de]iciou:-; wine, an~l the Catawba i~ 
th 1~ :species which yields the finest quality. The pure juice of the grape, the 
committee :Hld. when judiciously managed, will fnrnish the finest quality of 
wi!H~. \\·ithrrnt any addition or admixture \Vhatcvcr (thus raising an issue with 
Dr. \'"l cller), that no $Z1ccharine mixture is neccs~ar!' tu give it sufficient lJody to 
icec·p for any lc~1zth of time in this climate. ln confirmation of this opinion, ,ve 
\vould :-::tatc, ttwt two ofunr German friends, ,vho were pre~cnt, informed us tlwt 
they had t&kcn, on different occasions, ~pecimcns of the wine of this country to 
Germany, and submitted them to the judgment of ·various connoisseurs, by whom 
they were highly approved, the principal or only objection being that they were 
too ;-;trong to compare ,vith the fine kinds of the lightest German wines. A taste 
for the wine of this region appears to be well established, since all that can be 
produced finds a ready market at good prices; and the <'.Ommittee are of opinion 
that the period is not far distant ,vhen the wines of the Ohio will enjoy a celebrity 
equal to those of the Rhine. 
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We are indeed delighted with this paper. It is the first successful attempt to 

procure minute and reliable information upon this interesting region, though w0 

have been tr>·ing a long time. Will not our friend continue these papers, as we 
assure him that they will be read with avidjty in every quarter of our Union 1 
Being on t,k spot, he can collect everything. The importance of this will be ur.­
derstood on referring to the circular issued the other day by Mr. Burke, or the 
Patent Ofiicc: to the people of Texas. We would like to hear also from the in­
terior and northern regions of Tcxas.-EDITOR. 

PREnous to the annexation of Tc:xa8, the little repuhlic, fron! i!s 
!:;(~ographical position an<l other cause~, w·a:-,; 1he theatre of intrigue 
and foreign negotiation, and played no unimportant part in the his­
tory of the times. By its admission into the family of States, it ha~ 
been shorn of its political importance, but has acquired an increased 
interest as to its productive resources. The security afforded to per­
son and property by the act of annexation, }w:-; given a value to all 
1 he element-; of pro~perity within the new State, and the time is not 
distant ,vhen Texas will contribute her fnll share to the collective 
\\";,'alth of the Union. The mixed character of her population., 
1m1ting· Yankee skill and enterprise with German indu;-:;try and per­
;_:t,yerance, i8 a guaranty to the rapi<l and complete development of 
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the resources of the State. It is not my purpose, and fa1· beyond 
my ability, to allude even to the variety and extent of those resources. 
A glance at the map showing the limits of Texas, sprea<liug- along 
the sea-coast, and running back into the mountains, embracing almost 
t:vcry variety of climate and production, mineral and vegetable, with 
broad rivers for the transportation of all that her fertile valleys may 
~dcld, must satisfy any one that, with proper direction to her in­
d ns try, she is des tined to a high place among the agricultural S tatcs. 
The soil is of unsurpassed fertility, and so varied in its propcrtic:3 as 
i.o be adapted to the growth of any article suited to the climate. A 
rhernical analy~is of the soils common in this portion of the State 
iws been pehlishcd by \Villiam P. Hart, M.D., in the June and July 
numbers of the "Commercial Review!' The result of that analr~~is, 
t~1dU!2·h incomplete, places the soils of Texas in favorable contrast 
with the b,·:~t in the United States. The three varieties therciu ~rnaly:ze(l, 
(~nd kiwffn ht're a:3 the peach, the cane and thf' rltn soils, uamc/from 
their ch;trnctcri::-;tic and preYailing growth, exhibit diffen·11t, yet cy_ual-
1:,· ,·aluablc compounds. Experience has partially tested their corn­
p:1ratirc merits; the most sucr1s5fu} results in the manufacture of 
~.;u!TJr h~rlwrto, have been obtilincd from the peach ]and, the caue soil 
h~t:-3 :,-iclclcd the hc:wiest product in corn, an<l grown the largest su­
~·ar-canc, while the elm, if thoroughly drained and put in a high 
state of culti,·ation, is con:3idered the best for cotton. But the rela­
tive value and production of these soils is still a matter of di.~pute 
among our planters, and so much depends upon the previcm~ prcpara-
1 iou of the land, the nurnher of ycar8 it has been cultivatcu, it~, drain­
age (,rnl deep plowing, that the preference of one over another, and 
their i.Hlaptation to the production of corn, sugar-cane or cotton, can 
only be arrived at by a full and accurate analy~is showing the pecu­
liar properties of each. 

Of late years chemistry has hrcome the handmaid of agriculture. 
[t cheapen:-:; bbor and i11rrca:ws production. In the over-populated 
cotrntries of Europe it has, by a judicious application of me:u1:-3 to 
the <·1ul, contributed to the support of millions-its light follows the 
furrow of th<; plo,vman. In France, particularly~ the discoveries in 
d1emistry have been happily applied to the increase of a~;ricultural 
produch. The exam plc :3hou]<l not be lost to u~;; an<l if the gentle­
man who ha:-3 bcQ'un au examination of the Tcxaf; soils shouhl farther 
pro-::ecnte hi5 in-~pliric8, ~how onr planters what arc the constituent 
principle:-; ii1 the cotton-plant, the frngar-cane, and in Indian co:·n, as 
aJso the rebfrrr propertirs of our soils, and which is hest adapted to 
1 !w g;nnnh (lf either af the :1bovc f;taples, he wilJ render a la~ting ard 
niJt unforgulteil ~.;crdce to the State.:;'. 

In all parts of Texas the disproportion of prairie to the tirn~•crcd 
land is an objection very b<rcnt•ral1y unrcd~ nn<l \'/ill be a source,, l;e:1t-

·-· . . ,:, 

uallr~ of much inconvenience to the sug(:r planter. But t!1is c 1
::~ iray 

he guarded a~niin~.,t by a tirnc1y rc~::urt to ditching, or the us~~ , ~· tJ ~e 
Chcrnkee ru~.,c as a hcd~·c. '1'hesc expedient::;, apart from th<~ ulti-

•t: If th,, p:antf:rs wo:..:ld assi8t us we \YoulJ han· :ill these so:J..; :md :<t!qi!cs rig:dly mu­
:~·zed ;,~:vi •-:mm incd. Tht~ exp~usc, ho,\·c\·er, w,rnld be too r: n ·:1 t fqr uc;; 110\1,,. Any 
r hu~ t.·r di--:;; ,~,•d t11 co-npc·rut1.: in thi:-; m:1 u ,~r, might easily rni:--c till) !lt ·ce~~ary fun<l.s by 
;,t (o:iti-:l:n,::,Jt! Q:!~.n:g h:s m:igl1!x,r~ ar.cl ft:cnd:\ wltich woul{~ 111: ;t trHlc to th•.:Ill.-E!:l. 
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mate saving of labor, will enable the planter to apply the timber 
now required for fencing to the making of staves or for building pur­
poses. Economy at the start will do much toward obviating the 
scarcity of timber. 

In \V cs tern Texas, and in the interior above the flat country 011 

the seaboard, the prairies are almost exclusively planted, being more 
easily brought into cultivation, and producing as well as the wood­
lands. In this region, and near the seaboard generally, the experi­
ments that have been made in prairie culture have not been success­
ful. The property of the soil is impairc<l by the heavy rains which 
in ,rin tcr and early in the spring not unfrcquently cover the surface 
for days and weeks~ and as yet no thorough experiment has been 
rnade in draining. I am inclined to the opinion, however, that much 
of the prairie lands near the coast, if well draiued alHl broken up 
with a subsoil plow, would equal in production the be:-:;t lands in the 
State-at least for sugar. Hitherto but little attention has been 
paid to the proper preparation of our soils. The wretched custom, 
so prevalent at the Sou th, of seeking to make the most out of land 
in the shortest time, without a thought to its improvement or dura­
bilitv, has been carried out here to its fullest extent. But since our 
adrni:-,sion into the Union a better practice is prevailing, and our im­
provements in agriculture keep pace with our brightening prospects. 
All new inventions, and the implements of labor of the most ap­
proved model, are sought after, and with the facilities afforded tlirough 
a weekly communication with N cw Orleans, 'rexas, in the muking 
of sugar, as in other experiments of agriculture successfnlJy tried, 
will avail herself of the example of Louisiana and her sister States. 

With the lights of such experience brought to hear upon a soil 
and in a climate eminently adapted to the protluction of the great 
Southern staples, the agricultural advancement of T'exas must be 
rapid and remunerative. But let me not be understood as encourag­
ing a rash and thoughtless immigration. l'herc arc many inconve­
niences attending a settlement here. The population is scattered~ 
the waier unwhoh,ome, rendering cisterns essential on every ,vcll­
couducted farm; the roads are bad, iu winter time making a land­
carriag-e for produce for three or four miles a matter of more delay 
and difficulty than a distance of twenty miles on a good road. Th·e 
rnosquetoes, too, besides a host of annoying insects, in number and 
size, would not suffer by comparison with their kindred found in the 
everglades of Florida. 

But perhaps these are minor ills contrasted, among- others, with 
the profitless and disheartening labor expended upon the worn out 
lands in many of the old States; and we should bear in mind, that, 
as every period and station in life has its trials and difficulties, so 
every clime an<l country has its advantages and disadvantages. The 
tillage of the earth is the most ancient, as the most honorable occu­
pation of man; but, at the same time, to be made profitable, it is the 
most laborious. The varying seasons must he met by a change in 
the mode of cultivatio11, an<l the most systematic and industrious can­
not count each year upon a certain an<l full return for their labor. 
This is the expcri,,nn~ of all countries, and particularly so of this 
part of Tcxa-;, It is liable· to cxtrc~mcs of drought or rain; the for-
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"' :rn~r occurring mustly in the spring and summer mouths, lastin.g ten 
and sixteen weeks, and followed by floods of raiu for a corre~pond-
1116 pcriocl. Should th~ rainy season set in during the months of 
Juue, Julr or August, the caterpillar is sure to appear, and if later, 
the <liDiculty of gathering a cotton crop iu a wet fall is known to all 
who have had any experience in the raising of that article. This 
uncertainty in production has induced mally, or 11carly all who can 
~diord the expense, to enter upon, or look ultimately, to the gr1.nving 
of surrar-cane. I do not mean to say~, however, that Texas, even this 

~ 

part of i1, is not a cotton country. 'I'he caterpillar has appearctl in 
tliis county (Brazoria) for a longer period of years, and earlier in the 
scuson, than in any other part of the State; and yet there are pht11t­
f~Ts here ,dw, for twelve awl fifteen year:-; past, l1ave averaged se-rcn 
lnlcs of 500 lbs. to the lnnd. Some vcars they have failed almost 
entirely, but the aYeragc has been ma(!c up by· the ovcr-produe~iun 
of fan>rable seasons. A bale of 500 lbs. to the acre is cow,ideretl a 
fair ~rop, and the staple is thought equal, an<l wouhl be, with careful 
handling, superior to that of Loui.-,iana. The cotton seed is pla11tcu 
in rows from seven to eight feet in widtli, allowing two and a half to 
three feet in the drill-the wider di:-;tancc I think preferable. .:,Iorc 
attention has Leen 1attcr1y paid to the procuri11g- of good seed, arnl a 
fair proportion of the crop is this year planted in Ma8todon an<l Petit 
G-ulf sr,ed, directly broug·ht from :Mi:._~;is;-;ippi. The late spring of 
181f:,, and the early appearance of die cat(·rpillar, before the cotton 
had matured, caused fears as tu the sc·c1.l of last year, awl lecl tu a. 
greater importation of that article than usual. The prospects of the 
pre~t'Ht crop arc encouraging. The wonn appeared early in July, 
but as that rnou th proYc<l dry arnl warm they soon disappeared, atHl 
np to thi:, date, September bt, no serious injury has bee11 sustai11cd 
fr,nn them. Since the 1st of August there has been au average of 
;;CO lh~. uf seed cutton picked to the hand, and if tltc fall is dry au<l 
foyora hle, there will be an average of <ff Cr ~,000 lb~. to the acre. 

Tiw experiment:~ made in the cultivation of ca11e awl the ma1mfac­
ture of su~·ar have been most successful, though 110 fair trial, testing 
the foll ('apabilities of our soil awl climate, has yet been had. TLc 
experiments ha\·c been incomplete, both in regard to the mode of 
culture ,rnd the process of manufacturing~ the mills used being of the 
mo . ...:t cn1inary kind, and the other mach~nery of corre~ponding value. 
No;v:itli .. st:tndin_:; thi ... , there• wa:-; a yi;__··ld last year of over two hogs-
1:cad_;-; to the acre of sugar of most cxedlcnt quality; arn.1 tho:-;c of 
onr phrntcrs who have turneJ their attention to this branch of agri­
culture arc decidedlv the rno5t pro~ncrous. This result has stiurn­
lat<d rnauy others to ~go largely into the growiug of cane, and their 
outfit anJ bbor bitls fair at the present time to he well rcwari1ct1. 
I11 iny imincdiate neighborhood six su~~ar establishments, co:.;ting 
from l O to $13,000 each, ind c pc n dent e f -b frc k awl home 1 ab or, are 
being ercdcd, and ,rill be completed for the grinding of the present 
crop. J,,rom the experience of past years, no frost may be looked 
for ,hat would injure the sL!nding cane before or about the 1st of 
lkc:·;~,1i,:~r, though th~~ wt·athcr here during the nortlwrs is sometimes 
:-;p\-~'rt·ly e 1 dd, the thrnnonwter in December, HH5, and in January 
of th~;~ year, having fallen to ~-1° Falll'. Uninformed as our planters 

VOL. IV.-2} 
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'nrerc as to the best mode of putting up their seed cane, mucI:' of i~ . 
·was inj ure<l last win tcr by the cold, as also the ra toou, from uot be. 
ing covered with the stubble. In a wet winter both the plant cane 
and the ratoon -..rouhl bC' materially pre~wrved by the opening of 
suitable ditches, a:-; lvatcr lying on or near the surface of the grouud 
tend~ to rot the cane alHl expose it more to the ~cvf'rity of 1hc tcm­
pentturc. In a len·l country like this, it canuot be too often rc·itcrated-­
" drainage is manure." The sugar crop requires lc:-:;s labor, is rnorc 
certain aa<l profitable, than the rai~iug of cotton, awl if the produc­
tion of the last year is sustained on future trial, most of the land iu 
Texas bordering~ on the coast, or co1n-cnie11t to navigable rivers, will 
be planted in cane. 

The area of country thus throw11 open to tl1c productiou of sugar, 
by a timely immigration from the more 11orther11 and cotton-gro,\~iug 
regions of the South, where slave-labor has ceased to Le remunera­
tive, \Yonld in a few years supply the deman<l fur that article, not 
oulv in the U nite<l States. but to a con~idcrable extcut abroad. The 
ch;ering fact is thus exhibited, that, no matter how rapidly the popu­
lation of our common country may incrc,isc; no matter how for om 
northern brethren may stretch out and occupy their utrno~t ]irnit~, 
the annexation, of Texas will haYe made the L'11ion independent of 
foreign supply in this, one of the great and gnnriug lH'C(•ssarics of 
life. Texas will always be a grazing and agricultural State, aud ii: 
exchanging her stuple productions, sugar and cottou, for the 111arrn­
factures of the North, she will contribute a stroll!,! link to that chain 
which binds us as one people. Between the ma1{-i1facturcr of Mas:-:;a­
chusetts and the planter of Texas, there is destined to be an inter­
course of mutual interests. Identified in language, in ancestry, in 
the love of free institutions (as applic<l at least to white rnen), they 
have now, for weal or for wo, a common fate, and an c<1ual claim to 
the recorded glories of Bunker Hill and Sau Jacinto. But Massa­
chusetts hitherto has been shy and cold. At every opportunity, fit 
or unfit, she has had her fling at Texas. At our admission into the 
Union, and since, she has spurned our offered olive hranch. ,vc 
now hold up to her a lump of sugar-if she rejects that, and throw~ 
cold water at us, in mercy let it he in ice. 

Another leading staple"' of Texas is Indian Corn ; and though the 
southern portion of the State is not the best adapted to its produc­
tion, yet the crop is generally abundant, and in fair seasons, on good 
sojl, an a,·erage yield of fifty bushel:-:; to the acre may _be relied on. 
Seventv-five bushcl8 to the acre have, for several successive vears 
been n~ised on the cane lands of Oyster Crc('k, a small stream"' ruu­
nin:r p~1ra1lel with the Brazos. But ·it can never Le made an article of 
foreign export on account of the weevil, which frequently commence:.; 
its ravages in the fiel<l, and always injures the corn in weight and 
quality. Various experiments have been made to destroy that in­
sect or prevent its appearance, but as far as I can learn without suc­
cess. The man who can discover a remedy against it would do al­
most as much sen·icc as one who could point out the means of de­
stroying the caterpillar. 

In addition to the great staples enumerated, tobacco, rice, millet, 
whea.t, the vine in its varieties, indigo, hemp, oranges and other trop-
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icai fruits-in fact anything- that may he grown :rnd cultivated in Lou­
j .;i:111:t ma~- be 1~wcle ht:rc an e'.pial source of profit mid support. 'fo­
b;·cen f>r r1~'.!rs ha~: hrcn cultiYatcd in our 1i,'..diter ~oils, of a quality 
cqu~d to ail\~ in the United :-,-~,tates, tho 11.~h it 1rn1.--t he nd1nitt'd that the 
~.\.::, l \i [ fl(' 11 ;Lr a fl a ~(iT() t 1:--proper on! r to the i:--]a11 d of C ll ha. It is 
~is uttcrh· im 1u~~fhle to 1:1akc a iflva;u;_ CZ.'{C:.:!' out of ArnPriran to­
b:1 cr·o. a~ th , t a Y ;ink{'(' ~-ror·.cr ~ho ul d cc1~i': t tc rfr it suecc.~:--full y the 
deh--atr Yri111s of La n,,}Je Franc-e. 

R i cc, ifi h (' ::-:.0:1.-3on sh:,;: L1 he a wet ont'~ or 011 Ja11d ~ns~·r ptihl f'. of 
i:·:·;~:tt1011, l'::n- h~-, cu1tiYate(1 hPrc, if J1ot a~ ~m article of export, at 
I .. 'L .,,, •1 t·il)l_., l11y111··,-. •i•1cl -ir l1:1T·(• ~ll''('f'('(·1°{] .;.:(•Yer·1} r{'i'l''-i i11 rn·ddtHr J ... . ,l I t_:.. ' l .., \. l '" ~ ' j ' i ~ .... '- I '" ~ ( ... i _, ,._ '- " , ►~ •, ..__ \ I , ( ... ., ' ' I ' { .. b 

t·,•:,, crops from the ;~nne phn ting-. Pota toe~:., the :;wect and Irisl~, 
vi~·ld an ahrndant return for the h,hor hcstmrl'd on thcm; indeed, 
;!wrc is 1w part of the l!11itcd States where :l11 indu~tri:ms man can 
Ji, 0 -:o c::~ih-. and in .;uch a1rnn<la11c1_', as in Texas. Apart from the 
1·~,rtility-of thf~ '.':oil, the mildncs~ of thP climate, and the rapidity with 
"dli ~· h vpg·etation m,t turrs, a neYer-failing support is to he found in our 
lwantiful and boundle:,;s prairi<'s. If a bJig·ht like that wl1ich has dcs­
o:;:ted IrcLmd f:.hould ~roil the labor of the hu:--ln1ulrn~lll, a rC'~ource 
:

1 :.rain~t fa12:ine mi!tht always be found in"' the cattle upon a thousand 
h{li<~ '- ~ 

A~ :m i 1 ! us tr at inn 0 f 1 h c <'as c and al; mH 1a n c C' w i th w hi c It a 1 ah or in g 
man i11 thi-; t·mrntr~- may supv>rt him~c1f, I will rcfrr to an instance 
,\·hii·h has thi;-; yr:ir come under my oh:--itT\-atio11. The man to whom 
I allmh·, in Jm;uary planted a srm{ll pi<'cc of ground in Irish potatoes. 
\s :-.;oon as the crop matured, he <lug the potatoes, and plowing the 
ground afresh, p1a11ted it in Indian corn; when the fodder was gath­
ered, he threw up ridges lwtwf'en the corn rows and set out the sweet 
potatue vine, which now promi~cs an abundant crop. After digging 
his potatoes in the fall he intends sowing turnip seed on the same 
rrround, thus realizinx, as I think he will, four crops in the year. 
This is crowdin!!' too inurh on the land; it is ff hat a jockey would 
c:.tll '' ridin~ a free horse' to clcath ;" but it prcn-es what I f;Ct out to 
e~tablish, that this is a good rouutry for an· industrious man-for a 
Yankee\ a Scotch1rnrn, an Euglisman, a Gcrrnan~for anybody but a 
drnn~\ard and an Irishman. 

,.fhe face of the country bordering on the coast a11d emhracing the 
bottom lands of the Braz1>s and neighboring strcarn:-;, i:-s very fht, and 
indicates fen:,r and a~~ue. and all malarial disea~es. But such is not 
tl:e fact. The Ci:ll'th is ca~i1y and frequ('nt1y covered with water; hut 
e1thr•r from the absorbing and porous qualitif's of the soil. or the rapid 
craporation under a sumnwr's sun, is as quickly dried off. It is gcn­
eraily therefore ,~cry wet or yery dry, neither condition being uufa­
vorahlc to health. Adclf'd to this circumstance, antl it i~ perhaps the 
wore import:mt of the trrn, (111 invigorating f.Ca hr<:'czc is f{'g-ularly 
felt iu the summer for into t1H· intc~ior. ,vhatf'HT he the cause we 
mily state the fact. that Brnz:_iria countv, in a low latitude, the richest 
in soil and with a ~enPral appearann~ fruitful of ,lisease, i~ decidedly 
amon.7 the most healthy in the State. Instances of similar location 
an(1 perhaps equal henlth are found on the bayous near the sea-coast 
i it Louisiana. In May of the present year the hig-hest range of the 
thf'rrnometer was 85° the Io,,,.est {;6° Fahr. The hottest d~iy I havt~ 
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felt during the summer was on the sixth day of August, when the 
mercury rose to 89° in the shade. At the greatest heat I suspended 
the thermometer on a post exposed to the sun, when the mercury 
rose to 9S0

• Fanned by a regular sea breeze in a temperature so 
eren, diseases originating from climate arc of ra:e occurrence an<l of 
the mildest type. 

The vallev of the Brazos for a distance of five hundred miles fr01n 
the coast, fo·llowing the windings of the river, is unsurpassed in rich­
ness and variety of soil by any equal extent of country in North 
America. The river at a low stage of water is ouly navigable for 
sixty miles, but by the rernoval of slight obstructions at four points, 
could be made navigable for steamboats of light draught to \Vash­
ington, three hundred miles by water from the mouth. Velasco~ sit­
uated at the outlet of the river, is now a summer retreat for the plant­
ers in the interior, exhibiting no trace ( except in ship building) of its 
former enterprise and trade. It was once, until Galveston bore away 
the palm, the principal shipping port in Texas, an<l but for the shal­
l°'vness of water on the bar, would be decidedly the most eligible 
point on the coast for a large commercial town. It has a safe and 
excel1ent harbor, and after crossing the bar twenty feet water may be 
found for many miles up the river. The bar is narrow about SDO 
yards from the shore, and varies in depth from six to eight feet. It 
is thought by those captains who have sailed into this port that the 
channel might be permanent]y deepened to twenty feet w1ter. A 
scientific examination by competent engineers has never been made., 
and it would be well for the general government to direct a special 
survey for that object, as there is live oak enough on the Brazos river 
to supply the wants of the navy for a century. If the deepening of -
the bar is at all practicable, it would be truly a national object, and it 
is at least worthy an examination. Texas is very deficient in har­
bors accessible to the lighter class of Vlilr vessels, and if artificial 
means can be employed to supply that deficiency, there is no point at 
\Vhich the attempt can be \1rnde with better prospect of success, or 
with more general advantages than at the mouth of the Brazos. The 
trade of this river~ covering as it now does and will the he~nrie:,t ship­
ment of cotton and sugar made near any other stream in 'rcxas, re­
quires a better outlet than over the bar as it now is ; and a company, 
at the head of which is General Hamilton, of South Carolina, are en­
gage(! in cutting a canal from a point on the Brazos river twenty miles 
above its mouth to Oyster Creek, and thence into Bastrop hay, in­
tending San Luis as the outlet. That section of the canal to Bastrop 
or San Luis bay will be completed this winter. 

But little is known about the head waters of the Brazos. I doubt 
if its source has ever been explored by a white man. It is a muddy, 
uninteresting stream, its margin thickly studded with cvc1·grec11, and 
from its precipitous sides presenting rather the appearance of a large 
ravine during a freshet, than the gushing waters of mountain origin.. 
I ts banks will never be like those of the Rhine, the birthplace of po­
etic inspiration. The water is unfit to drink, and those who from 
necessity use it, frequently suffer in health. ltR main branch is fed 
high up by innumerable streams contributing their ingredients to form 
as it would seem a most villainous bevcrag(), Amon:; the many 
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crcf'ks or sma11 rivers emptying into the Brazos, are the "Limestone 
fork," "the Salt fork," the "8ulphur fork," and the ., Alum fork." 

Bv the way, in the summer of 1844, after a freshet in the river 
whi~h had partiaily subsided, the water from being very red and 
muddy became suddenly clear; the impurities were ·deposited at the 
bottom, and fish could be distinctly seen at the depth of mrcr tf'~• ~~Pet. 
The phenomenon created some alarm, and was on]y explaine~t c·11 t!,e 
supposition that there was a rise in the "Alum fork" branch; at least 
we were all content to attribute it to that cause. 

But, sir, I am traveling beyond my limits. I set out with the in­
tention of publishing iu your valuable periodical the statistics of Bra­
zorh county; I am unable fully to complete my design. The follow­
ing statement (though correct as far as it goes, and taken from the 
books of the assessor) is still incomplete, as he has not yet finished 
his labors. 

BRAZORIA COUNTY, TEXAS. 

White population.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,502 
Negro " ................................ 2,908 
Cattle .......................................... 23,276 
Horses ......................................... 1,517 
Acres jn sugar-cane ............................. 2,600 

" i11 cotton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,0511 
·· in eorn ................................... 4,795 
·· in sweet potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3;20 

The present flattering appearance of the crops warrants the fol­
lowing calculation as to the production; the price, of course, may 
rnry with the fluctuations of trade : 

2:600 acres in cane. producing 1,500 lbs. sugar per acre, at 6 cts. p~ lb.* .$234,000 
7,054: " in cotton, . ,: 500 lbs. ginned cotton per acre, at 10 cts... 352,700 
4,795 " in corn " 40 bushels per acre, at 40 cts. per bu..... 76,720 

320 " in sweet potatoes, pro. 300 bu. 1er acre, at 25 cts. per bu. 23,000 

$686)420 

This exhibit does not include Irish potatoes, peas, beans, rice, mil­
let, fodder, oats, and tobacco, all of which are cultivated to some ex­
tent. These items, with the molasses from the sugar crop, would 
swell the aggregate production of the county to at least $750,000. 
If there is another county in the United States of equal population 
whose strictly agricultural statistics present so fair a showing, we 
wai vc our claim to the Banner without a murmur. 

* A friend writes us from Texas a few weeks ago : "The crops of cotton, sugar, 
~nd c:rain nre No. 1. In the sugar district, that is, the coast country, they will make 
3:000 hogsheads of sugar." Hurrah for Texas! 
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