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The Catcher in the Rye
Narrator
1. It can be argued that Holden is the story because he only addresses his issues and the way life is fake. He is not a reliable narrator because he provides the reader with one perspective of the story, letting the readers to align themselves with his life events. After being expelled from school, the narrator goes to the city where he further describes his encounter with adult life. Although he does not fully understand it due to his childhood nature, he goes home, meets with his younger sister and plans his escape. The story can be perceived as is his’ because he narrates his life in school, in the city, at home, and his plans to escape from home. 
2. It is hard to trust the narrator because of his one-sided point of view and his childish way of making decisions. The reason for not trusting the narrator is because of how he makes conversations with other students at school. His immature decisions make him to enter into fights at different scenes. His immaturity is also seen when he is asked by his roommate Stradlater to write him an essay for their English class, and he fails. Further, he asks for a prostitute at the nightclub and opens up a conversation which lands him with a beating. His conversations with Sally and Luce are fruitless because of his immaturity. However, this changes as the novel unfolds and later he does something mature, taking his younger sister Phoebe to the zoo.
3. Although Holden believes in his ways and decisions to be right compared to those of people close to him, his narration is clear and does not affect the readers’ understanding. This is because the reader is able to develop another perspective which is established by Holden’s friends. Through his friends, the reader is able to develop a clear understanding of his life as well as those close to him. 
Thread: Salinger’s writing technique
1. Using the stream of consciousness technique in the novel plays an important role. It helps the reader understand Holden better despite his immaturity. Although the reader is able to draw conclusions on Holden’s actions and thoughts, they still are a challenge because he does not remain focused on one thought as he sees everything as a fake. He is also dishonest with himself because he does not trust his thoughts and perception of things in the real world.
2. This technique is used to help the reader understand the behavior of Holden despite being immature. By centering everything on himself, the reader is able to understand how his mind works and how he relates to his surroundings. As an immature teenager, he is prone to making many poor aggravated decisions. This makes the reader to be able to predict Holden’s character. Although the novel is one-sided, this technique helps the reader understand Holden’s life. However, his surroundings which he perceives as phonies, make him to be dishonest with himself. 
3. Stream of consciousness technique improves the value of this novel because it helps the reader understand Holden perfectly. The author of the novel excellently applies the technique throughout, providing a clear understanding of how Holden perceives the adult world. Although the narrator focuses on himself, describing his life events, the use of the technique helps the reader not feel bias when reading the novel. Instead, it provides a deeper understanding, through his relationship with his friends, parents, and the people he encounters. It is a technique which can be used to enhance the understanding of one-sided novel like the Catcher in the Rye. 
Characters
1. Ward Stradlater is Holden’s roommate who focuses on himself most of the time. Due to his popularity, he is able to do out and sleep with many girls. This makes Holden to become jealous of him because he thinks of him even after he left New York. Mr. Spencer is a caring teacher who is concerned with Holden’s performance in history. Although he is determined to help him by writing him a note to Holden to see him before leaving, Holden does not care about the teacher’s concerns. This can be attributed to his way of perceiving things and life as unfair to him. Sunny is a prostitute who only cares about money. After Holden had asked for a prostitute in the nightclub and ended up just talking to her, she took all his money and had his pimp punch Holden in the stomach. This is to show that she was concerned about her wellbeing more than those of his clients. 
2. Ward Stradlater does not value anything more than himself. This is seen in the way he uses his riches and success to get what he wants. He does not care how he achieves his desires as long as he achieves them. Robert Auckley is a disappointed character and is never satisfied with anything. This is because of being a failure in most of his activities thus making him hypocritical and envious of others’ success. Jane Gallagher is portrayed as a beautiful lady and romantic. Holden always idolized her, he had developed feelings for her. However, he does not confess his feelings because Jane is going on a date with Stradlater. 
3. Robert Auckley, a disappointed student, leaves next to Holden and Stradlater. As a result of his failures he blames everyone, something which worsens the situation. Although he frequents Holden’s room, Holden never approves of his presence due to his poor hygiene. Auckley is also jealous of Stradlater’s success. Stradlater has a date with Jane, but Holden thinks that he does not care about Jane as he does. After the date, he asks if they had sex which leads to a fight between them. D. B. Caulfield is Holden’s older brother, who is now a successful Hollywood actor. However, due to his success, Holden does not see him as he used to and calls him a fake, saying that he lives a phony life. 
