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When COVID19 hit the world, we had to adapt to living in a new norm, devoid of traditional forms of communication and social interactions. Social gatherings were banned, schools indefinitely shut down, businesses closed, and government offices closed down. All over the world, people from all walks of life were negatively affected by the pandemic. The world was gripped by an atmosphere of despair and hopelessness. The future looked bleak even for the most hopeful souls. Elizabeth Edwards once said: "Resilience is accepting your new reality, even if it's less good than the one you had before. You can fight it, you can do nothing but scream about what you've lost, or you can accept and try to put together something good." True to Elizabeth's words, the world dusted up and adapted to the new reality.
One of the most critical areas of our lives affected by COVID19 was communication. The pandemic changed how we kept in touch with our friends, family, colleagues, and neighbors. Simple things that had defined our community, such as hugs and handshakes, were frowned upon as the government encouraged people to maintain social distance and avoid personal contact. However, true to our resilience, we devised other means of keeping in touch with our loved ones and attending virtual classes. While we still yearn for normalcy as we had known it before the pandemic, technology has undoubtedly made the new lifestyle more bearable. (Sathish et al. 2020)
Technology has changed the way we attend classes. While physical classes and discussions have been impossible, technology has made It possible to participate in classes, take exams, consult with our professors and correspond with our peers. While the transition to online classes hasn't been a walk in the park, it has been worth the effort. Online courses have kept us safe from the Coronavirus and made attending classes more convenient and less stressful. (Dwivedi et al. 2020)
Technology has also changed the way we keep in touch with our dear ones. With the lockdowns and travel restrictions enforced by the government, visiting our relatives and friends has been impossible. However, advances in technology have brought us closer to our loved ones with worlds apart. We have had to resort to seeing them through pixelated screens. We have had to use video calling tools and applications to see our friends and keep in touch with them. 
Technology has also affected the way businesses operate today. In the past, we took for granted a mundane activity such as walking into a restaurant for granted. Today, companies have had to lay off workers and close down operations. However, business owners who are open to change have incorporated technology into their operations to stay afloat. (Balta et al. 2020) Business owners have been encouraging their customers to place their orders and have them delivered to their homes. While some customers have had difficulties adapting to this new form of business, others have jumped on the concept wholeheartedly. 
As we had been used to before the pandemic, huge social gatherings are a thing of the past. Today, holding concerts, exhibitions, and seminars are discouraged by the government to curb the Virus. As such, performing artists and actors have had to embrace technology to keep their audience engaged, today, virtual concerts, play readings, and art exhibitions are being conducted online. Popular video streaming platforms have gained popularity, with artists using them to make some money in the process.
In conclusion, while the pandemic has adversely affected the world's economy, it has brought out resilience and strength in people. COVID19 has brought out the best in people. No matter how the going gets tough, we get more challenging; through innovation and adapting to the changes in our lives. While we hope the pandemic will be over soon, we have to adapt to the changes it has brought us and better our technology to better bridge the pandemic gaps and distance the pandemic has brought. Someone once said that change is always as good as rest. While we might have only seen COVID19 as bad, it has also brought a much-needed difference in our lives. We have had to collectively take a step back to rest and reflect on where we stand as people and what we see as important. The challenges of living in a pandemic have brought out the best in us through innovation and problem solving that comes when we face critical challenges that impede our lives' social and economic activities. 

















References
Papadopoulos, T., Baltas, K. N., & Balta, M. E. (2020). The use of digital technologies by small and medium enterprises during COVID-19: Implications for theory and practice. International Journal of Information Management, 55, 102192
Sathish, R., Manikandan, R., Priscila, S. S., Sara, B. V., & Mahaveerakannan, R. (2020, December). A Report on the Impact of Information Technology and Social Media on Covid–19. In 2020 3rd International Conference on Intelligent Sustainable Systems (ICISS) (pp. 224-230). IEEE
Dwivedi, Y. K., Hughes, D. L., Coombs, C., Constantiou, I., Duan, Y., Edwards, J. S., ... & Upadhyay, N. (2020). Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on information management research and practice: Transforming education, work and life. International Journal of Information Management, 55, 102211.

