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PROFESSIONAL and CONTINUING EDUCATION (PaCE)

192.041 Academic Language and Writing 2
Research essay instructions and topics

Instructions:
1. Choose one of the essay topics in this information booklet. Submit assessments as outlined in the summary below. 
	Due
	Assessment
	Weighting

	Week 5
	Essay plan in Outline format & draft reference list
	10.0%

	Week 7
	Essay draft (full essay) submitted for feedback
	Not graded but feedback will be provided

	Week 9
	Submission of research essay 
	15.0%

	
	TOTAL
	25.0%*
* this percentage is broken down into two tasks




2. This assessment is worth 25% of the final grade
3. Write a 1000-word essay. You are expected to undertake appropriate research on the chosen topic, and show your understanding of the issue you have researched in the form of an academic essay.
4. You will be taught criteria you should apply in class and should use these in your essay.

Final submission in Week 9
Students to submit their research essay in the following order:
1. Completed declaration page & correctly formatted title page.
2. Final essay for submission, which has been thoroughly checked for accuracy.
3. Reference List, including a minimum of five references, one of which must be a book and another from one of your prescribed readings.
4. Marked essay plan & draft reference list. You will have submitted this in Week 4, and received feedback from your teacher. You are expected to use this feedback to write your essay. 
Please note that a copy of your final essay must be submitted electronically on Stream by 4pm on the due date or as agreed with your teacher. If your teacher requires a hard copy, print a copy of your work and submit it to your teacher in person by the due date as well. Late submissions will incur a penalty.

NB Your assessment may be collected for training purposes.

Important
Online sources can be unpredictable (e.g. the information changes as a result of an update, or the website is taken off the internet). So when citing from online sources, you are advised to print a hard copy of the particular page you are citing from for your own future references. If you retain a hard copy for yourself, you avoid ‘forgetting where you found it from’ and should the information ‘disappear’ you still have a hard copy to refer to.

To benefit from the writing process, you are advised to write at least one draft. You may upload your draft on Stream to check for similarity. You should also aim to submit a draft to your lecturer for feedback in Week 6. Use the feedback to make improvements on your essay.

You must use a declaration page and title page when you submit any written work for assessment. You will be shown the format for this in one of your class. Upload a correctly formatted document of your work in the correct dropbox on your Stream site by the due date. Depending on your teacher’s discretion, you may also be required to hand in a hard copy of each assignment.  The deadline for every assignment is 4pm on the date due or as agreed with your teacher. Check the Administration Guide regarding penalties for lateness.

Presentation of written work
Formatting requirements:
· All written work must be typed.
· All written work must be formatted on A4 (21 cm x 29.7 cm) sized paper.
· Use ‘Justified’ alignment. Leave a 2.5 cm margin on the left-hand side for marker’s comments.
· Double-spaced or 1.5 line spacing is required.
· Your text should be font size 12.
· Each page (of your essay – reference list) should be numbered in one continuous sequence at the bottom right corner.  
· Using Header, type your last name /first name and student ID number at the top right corner 
· If possible, print on both sides of the paper (if relevant).
· All sheets should be stapled together at the top left-hand corner.  Do not clip, pin or fold pages to secure them. Do not insert your assignment into a plastic folder or pocket.
Cover page requirements:
· Put completed declaration page and a correctly formatted title page on top of the assignments you hand in (the format for these will be shown to you). 
· Write the essay topic in full on the title page.





Essay topics
Topic 1
People move across international borders to seek better opportunities and a better future. However, the grass is not always greener on the other side. 

Investigate three challenges that most immigrants encounter when moving to a new country/ community for a better life and/or employment opportunities. Critically evaluate to what extent these challenges can be overcome. Discuss whether successful integration is dependent on the migrant’s willingness to integrate, or the host community’s (including government’s) willingness to accommodate them.

Readings
Lamanna, F., Lenormand, M., Salas-Olmedo, M. H., Romanillos, G., Gonçalves, B., & Ramasco, J. J. (2016). Immigrant community integration in world cities. arXiv:1611.01056 [physics.soc-ph]
Penninx, R. (2003). Integration: The role of communities, institutions and the state. Migration Policy Institute. Retrieved from http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/integration-role-communities-institutions-and-state 

Topic 2
“Obesity is a rich man’s disease” (Unknown).

Investigate the level of success of the implementation of tax on sugary foods (e.g. sugar-sweetened beverages) in a country of your choice. Discuss the factors that contribute towards the success (or lack of) in improving health levels as a result of the implementation of this tax. From your readings, suggest other potentially successful measures to prevent or lower obesity and obesity-related health issues. 

Readings
Backholer, K., Sarink, D., Beauchamp, A., Keating, C., Loh, V., Ball, K., … Peeters, A. (2016). The impact of a tax on sugar-sweetened beverages according to socio-economic position: A systematic review of the evidence. Public Health Nutrition, 19(17), 3070-3084
Escobar, M. A. C., Veerman, J. L., Tollman, S. M., Bertram, M. Y., & Horman, K. J. (2013). Evidence that a tax on sugar sweetened beverages reduces the obesity rate: A meta-analysis.  BMC Public Health, 13, 1-10. doi: http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/13/1072

Topic 3
“Other countries they work, they stroll home, they stop by the cafe´, they take August off—off! Why aren’t you like that? Why aren’t we like that?
Because we are crazy, driven, hard-working believers, that’s why!”
—Cadillac, Super Bowl commercial 

In today’s demanding world, many want leisure, but not many are fortunate enough to enjoy it. Investigate whether the concept of leisure has changed within the last 50 years in this aspect; if yes/no, explain why. Discuss whether leisure is a privilege or a basic right and provide reasons and/or evidence from your readings to support your position.

Readings
[bookmark: _GoBack]Coles, R. L. (2012). Leisure and wellness: A North American perspective. African Journal for Physical, Health Education, Recreation and Dance, Supplement 3, 22-31. 
Bellezza, S., Paharia, N., & Keinan, A. (2017). Conspicuous consumption of time: When business and lack of leisure time become a status symbol. Journal of Consumer Research, 44, 118-138. https://doi.org/10.1093/jcr/ucw076 


192041 Academic Language and Writing II
 Essay Plan & Draft Reference List marking schedule
	Student Name
	ID


	Essay Topic



	Marking Schedule
	Marks
	

	

	Format and Presentation
	/5
	

	Formatting conforms to ‘Presentation of written work’
	1
	

	Correctly formatted declaration page & title page included
	1
	

	Essay Plan presented in Outline format 
Appropriate textual indicators (symbols, bullet points, headings for paragraphs, indentations etc.)
	2
	

	Plan reflects essay structure (i.e. each paragraph clearly labelled) and presents at least 5 paragraphs including Intro - conclusion
	1
	

	

	Organisation
	/10
	

	Introduction – in note form except thesis statement
	
	

	Thesis statement is clear, relevant to the question. Written in a sentence.
	1
	

	Essay map addresses all aspects of the question, and sets out direction of the essay
	1
	

	Body – in note form except topic sentences
	
	

	Topic sentences for each paragraph are clear
	3
	

	Based on notes in plan, general direction of argument is understood
	1
	

	Explanation and/or examples are clearly labelled
	1
	

	Paragraphs are in logical order
	1
	

	Conclusion – in note form
	
	

	Restatement of thesis
	1
	

	Summary of main ideas from within the essay
	1
	

	

	Content
	/15
	

	Relevant, links back to thesis statement
	2
	

	Indicates critical analysis of the question; addresses all aspects of essay question
	3
	

	Ideas are developed enough to answer the essay question
	5
	

	Materials support argument, well-researched relevant and well-explained; enough information to achieve the required end result
	5
	

	

	Citations
	/8
	

	In-text references must be indicated for each important idea
	3
	

	Quotations must be written out in full; double quotation marks used
	2
	

	Citations for both paraphrased ideas and quotes correctly formatted
	3
	

	


	Reference List
	/7
	

	List is correctly formatted according to APA 6. 
· List formatted on new page
· List correctly titled
· Entries arranged alphabetically
· Single line spacing + space btw each entry
· Hanging indentation consistent throughout
Half mark deducted for each type of error
	3
	

	At least 5 sources are listed; sources are correctly formatted. One is a book, one is a prescribed reading.
Higher marks awarded if more than 5 sources used
	2
	

	Sources listed match in-text citation sources
Half mark deducted for each inconsistency
	2
	

	

	Penalty Grades
	
	

	Evidence of minor amount of plagiarism – mark essay then reduce mark by proportion considered to have been plagiarised e.g. minus 20% (of possible 100%)
	
–
	

	Evidence of major (i.e. more than 50%) plagiarism – receive a zero mark
	–
	

	Lateness: Each day of unexcused lateness – minus 5%
	–
	

	Total mark 
Worth 10% of final grade 
	/45
	



192041 Academic Language and Writing II
 Research Essay & Reference List marking schedule
	Student Name
	ID


	Essay Topic


	Marking Schedule
	Marks
	

	

	Essay format & presentation 
	/3
	

	Formatting conforms to ‘Presentation of Written Work’
 Correctly formatted declaration page & title page included
	1
	

	Uses essay format accurately: Paragraphs, no headings, no numbered points
	1
	

	Written in academic style: impersonal, no contractions, formal
	1
	

	

	Introductory paragraph
	/20
	

	Follows general-specific structure
	1
	

	Background information relevant
	1
	

	Thesis statement well-constructed; distinct
	2
	

	Essay map/ overview clearly presented; essay parameters described
	1
	

	Body paragraphs (minimum three body paragraphs)
	
	

	Evident and relevant topic sentences
	3
	

	Transition/ flow between ideas and within paragraphs is clear and coherent; use of appropriate signalling
	5
	

	Concluding sentences used appropriately
	2
	

	Conclusion
	
	

	Thesis statement reiterated clearly
	1
	

	Main ideas adequately summarised; no new material presented
	3
	

	Final statement relevant & appropriate
	1
	

	


	Content 
	/23
	

	All items in essay topic addressed
	 3
	

	Focus remains on topic. Relevance is maintained throughout
	2
	

	Development of topic is relevant, logical, expanded and exemplified, supported by readings
	5
	

	Evidence of critical analysis; diverse ideas are relevant and appropriately linked 
	5
	

	Evidence of synthesised material.  
	5
	

	Definitions/ terms used are described accurately and used appropriately
	3
	

	


	Research & citations
	/9
	

	Evidence of having read widely on topic. A good range of sources cited appropriately in-text; cited support is relevant, well-integrated and fully discussed. 
Higher marks if more than 5 sources used
	5
	

	Quotations and paraphrases are correctly cited in-text.
Half mark deducted for each type of error
	2
	

	In-text citations match reference list sources
Half mark deducted for each inconsistency
	2
	

	


	Language
	/23
	

	Appropriate tone and academic style adopted consistently throughout
	3
	

	Vocabulary/ word usage is appropriate/ accurate throughout
	5
	

	Punctuation and spelling accurate  throughout
	5
	

	Grammar: Effective use of a range of structures
	5
	

	Writer’s own language is used effectively
	5
	

	


	Reference List
	/17
	

	Reference list is correctly formatted according to APA 6. 
· List formatted on new page
· List correctly titled
· Entries arranged alphabetically
· Single line spacing + space btw each entry
· Hanging indentation consistent throughout
1 mark deducted for each type of formatting error
	5
	

	A minimum of 5 sources are cited; one must be a book, another from one of the prescribed readings. 
Higher marks awarded if more than 5 sources are used.
	5
	

	Each source is correctly formatted according to type (APA 6). 
Half mark deducted for each type of error
	5
	

	Each source/ entry matches in-text citations
Half mark deducted for each inconsistency
	2
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Application of writing process
	/5
	

	Modification and changes shown from plan to final essay with consistent effort, including significant/ meaningful improvement of targeted language & content goals.
	5
	

	
	
	

	Mark out of 100
	
	/100

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Penalties
	
	

	Above or below 10% of word limit
	-5%
	

	Minor plagiarism; % deducted from mark e.g. minus 20%
	-%
	

	Evidence of major plagiarism
	-All
	

	Lateness: each day (including weekends) of unexcused lateness
	-5% /day
	

	
	
	

	Amended total mark

	
	/100

	Worth 15% of final grade
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