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Growing Up Biracial and Bicultural
Introduction
Cultural and racial amalgamations produce a third, utterly indistinguishable group in which origin and home are uncertain. In this regard, children experience stress due to ambiguous ethnicity or concerns about their dual ethnic identity. According to O’Hearn in 'Writers on Growing Up Biracial and Bicultural,' writers understand the link between a child's progress and racial/ethnic self-esteem. For young children, identity is a developing notion. It is a fluid or changeable identity for young biracial or bicultural children, dependent on their growth and surroundings. Children will need to comprehend their multiple identities, and parents and educators will also have to help both children and young people throughout this time. This essay critically analyzes the writers' views on growing biracial and bicultural and discusses my ideas and opinions. 
Of course, children are not conscious of race or color from an early age, and youngsters are inclined to play together without regard for skin color and hair texture distinctions. It gets more noticeable as the youngsters begin schooling. Children grow increasingly self-conscious about their own and others' appearances at this stage, and they begin to form opinions based on impressions. O’hearn states that‘ it was in Ohio when I had my first experience of racism at preschool.’ It is the stage at which biracial children realize that certain groups are easier to get along with than others. It is arguable whether this is a good or negative thing, but youngsters will naturally create groups. These groups are established primarily via friendships, but ethnicity and gender play a significant role in many cases. In her schooling, it is clear that groups get found based on race.
Moreover, the ideal situation is to not belong to any group; yet, this would be incredibly miserable due to ethnic variety in schools. O’Hearn was inspired by being mixed, which warranted her the license to try new characters; however, it cast her into a foreigner in every setting she found herself in. Although one may wish to raise their mixed-race child without regard for race, the fact is that they will most likely favor one side over the other. For example, a  biracial kid may have different traits due to their Irish and Chinese parents. They may be more understood in one population than another, depending on the individual. The cultural impact of the home plays a significant role. In most situations, multiracial individuals are perceived as non-white race. In an ideal society, they should never be seen as any color, but the reality is not the case.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, it is desired and anticipated that the multiracial child will be multilingual if their parents speak two different languages. It is true at times, but not always. O’hearn states that she has to fake it and laugh at jokes she didn't get.' Even though one has a specific ethnicity in their blood, Merely does not obligate anyone to behave or connect up in a particular manner. Still, the reality is that it does contribute to society when creating social groupings. O’Hearn is one of the folks who are partly Chinese but is inclined to the Irish identity and would struggle if they visit the nation and identify with their chosen race. Besides constantly, biracial and bicultural children socialize considerably more in one culture than the other. A dual origin child is unlikely to have same exposure to both of her heritage. Simultaneously, the biracial kid is knowledgeable of the two cultural systems' principles, views, and typical actions. These youngsters become aware of their differences very early in childhood. Whether at school or in the community, the biracial kid may face societal pressure often aimed toward someone distinctive. 
Furthermore, parents' reactions differ significantly when questioned regarding their biracial child's racial or cultural identity. O’Hearn’s mother responds to whether she got bothered that she looks more western than Chinese by stating that 'she did not care since she did not break me down into chinses and American.’ Such comments reflect their skepticism about their different ethnic background or their dissatisfaction with cultural pressure. The variance in parental reactions is one indicator of the stress that dual-race or multi-cultural households face. Throughout their youth, multiracial children endure the sense of not "fitting in," which becomes a significant cause of tension for many biracial kids. Perhaps one society's conditioning ways inform youngsters that everybody belongs in a group. From then, youngsters form their identities as members of a group. Children's identification with their parents further exacerbates the problem, yet each parent has a separate ethnic identity. Based on O'Hearn's parents, individuals understand how difficult it is to raise biracial children.
Conclusion
Based on O’Hearn’s experience, we can infer that life is an experience since we learn as we grow older, and with it, new things are experienced, often with a curious mind. Keep in mind that we do not indeed find our actual selves until we are knowledgeable enough. Then and only then will we have the courage to speak out for what we believe in or want to comprehend. We are all unique beings who acquire our preferences as we get older. Perhaps as O’Hearn moved to different places and she gets to meet many new and intriguing people. However, her encounters are diametrically antithetical to her cultural and racial background. I believe that such events will transform her, bringing up popular culture and becoming a part of it while also being impacted.
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