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A REPORTE

of the manner of proceeding

in the

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

convented at James Citty in Virginia, July 30. 1619 confifting

of the Govern®, the Counfell of Eftate, and two Burgeffes
ele&ted out of eache Incorporation, & Plantation, & being

diffolved the 4™ of Auguft, enfuing,

were chofen and appeared,

For James Citty
Captaine William Powell,
Enfigne William Spence,

For Charles Citty
Samuel Sharpe,

Samuel Jordan,

Por the Citty of Henricus
Thomas Dowfe,

John Polentine,

For Kiccowtan,

Captaine William Tucker,
William Capyp,

For Martin-Brandon Capt. John Martins Plant®
Mr Thomas Davis,

M+ Robert Stacy.

For Smythes Hundred
Captaine Thomas Graves,
M= Walter Shelley.

For Martins Hundred,

Mr john Boys,
John Jackfon

For Argalls guiffe
Mt Pawlett,

M Gourgainy.

For Flower dienw Hundred
Enfigne Roffingham,

M: Jefferfon,

For Captaines Lawnes Plantation
Capt Chriftopher Lawne,
Enfigne Wafher.

For Captaine Wardes Plantation
Captaine Warde,
Lieutenant Gibbes.
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IRST Sir George Yeardley Knight Governr & Captaine general of Virginia,
having fent his furhons all over the Countrey, as well to invite thofe of the
Counfell of State that were abfente as alfo for the Election of Burgeffes there

The
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The moft convenient place we could finde to fitt in was the Quire of the Churche,
Where Sir George Yeardley the Governour being fett downe in his accuftomed place,
thole of the Counfel of Eftate fate nexte him on both handes excepte onely the Secretary
then appointed Speaker, who fate right before him; John Twine clerke of the General
Affembly being placed nexte the Speaker and Thomas Pierfe the Sergeant {tanding at
the barre, to be ready for any fervice the Affembly fhould corhand him. But for as
muche as mens affaires doe little profper where Gods fervice is negleéted; all the Burgeffes
took their places in the Quire, till a Prayer was faid by M* Bucke, the Minifter, that it
would pleafe God to guide us & fanétifie all our proceedings to his owne glory, and the
good of this Plantation, Prayer being ended, to the intente that as wee had begun at God
Almighty foe wee might proceed wtt awful and due refpefte towards his Lieutenant,
our moft gratious & dread Soveraigne, all the Burgeffes were intreated to retyre them-
{felves into the body of the Churche; wet being done, before they were fully admitted,
they were called in order & by name, & o every man (none {taggering at it) tooke the
oathe of Supremacy, & then entered the Affembly, At Captaine Warde the Speaker
tooke exception, as at one that without any Corhiffion or authority, had {featted him-
felfe either upon the Companies, and then his Plantation could not be lawfull, or on
Captaine Martins Lande, and fo he was but a limbe or member of him, & fo there could
be but two Burgeffes for all. So Captaine Warde was corhanded to abfente himfelfe,
till fuch time as the Affembly had agreed what was fitt for him to doe. After muche
debate they refolved on this order following,

An order concluded by the General Affembly concerning Captaine Warde
July 30tt 1619 at the opening of the faid Affembly.

At the reading of the names of the Burgeffes Exception was taken agf Cap* Warde
as having planted here in Virginia, without any authority or cothiffion from the Trefurer
Counfell & Company in Englande, But confidering he had bene at fo great chardge &
paines to augmente this Colony, and had adventured his owne perfon in the a&ion, and
fince that time had brought home a goode quantity of fifhe to relieve the Colony by
waye of trade; and above all, becaufe the Comiffion for authorifing the General Affembly
admitteth of two Burgeffes out of every plantation with out reftrainte or exception,
Upon all thefe confiderations the Affembly was contented to admitt of him & his Lieu-
tenant (as members of their body & Burgeffes into their {ociety, provided that the faid
Captaine Warde, wt: all expeidition, that is to faye, between this & the nexte genera
Affembly (all lawful impediments excepted) fhould procure from the Trefurer &
Counfell & Company in Englande a comiffion lawfully to eftablithe & plant himfelfe
& his Company, as the Chiefes of other Plantations have done, And in cafe he doe
neglett this, he is to {tande to the cenfure of the nexte Generall Affembly. To this
Captaine Warde, in the prefence of us all, having given his confente, and undertaken to
performe the fame, was together wtt his Lieu't, by the voices of the whole Affembly
firft admitted to take the oath of Supremacy & then to make up their number, & to
fitt amongft them.

This being done, the Governour himfelfe alledged that before we proceeded any
further, it behooved us to examine, whither it were fitt, that Captaine Martins Burgeffes
fhoulde have any place in the Affembly, for as muche as he hath a claufe in his Patente
weh doth not onely exempte him from that equality & uniformity of Lawes & orders,
web the great charter faith, are to extende over the whole Colony, but alfo from diverfe
fuche lawes as we muft be enforced to make in the general Affembly, That claufe is as
followeth, Item, That it fhall and may be lawfull to & for the faid Capt John Martin
his heyers, executours and affignes, to governe, & cothaunde all fuch perfon or perfons,
as at this time he fhall carry over with him, or that fhall be {ente him hereafter, free
from any corhaunde of the Colony, excepte it be in ayding & affifting the fame agr
any forren or domeftical Enemy,

Upon
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Upon the Motion of the Governour, difcuffed the fame time in the Affembly,
enfued this order following

An Order of the General Affembly touching a claufe in Captaine Martins
Patente at James Citty July 30, 1619.

After all the Burgeffes had taken the oath of {upremacy, & were admitted into the
Houfe, & all {ett downe in their places, a copie of Captaine Martins Patente was pro-
duced by the Governour out of a Claule whereof it appeared, that when the general
Affembly had made fome kinde of lawes requifite for the whole Colony, he and his
Burgeffes & people might deride the whole company & chufe whether they would obey
the fame or no It was therefore ordered in Courte, that the forefaid two Burgeffes
fhould wttdrawe themielves out of the Affembly till fuch time as Captaine Martin had
made his perfonall appearance before them, At what time if upon their motion he
woulde be contente to quitte & give over that parte of his Patente, and contrary ther-
unto woulde {ubmitte himfelfe to the generall forme of governemente as all others did,
that then his Burgeffes fhould be readmitted, otherwife they were utterly to be excluded,
as being {pies, rather than loyal Burgeffes; becaufe they had offered themfelves to be
affiftant at the making of the Lawes, we* both themfelves, and thofe whom they repre-
fented might chufe whether they woulde obeye or not.

Then came in a complainte ag’* Captaine Martin that having fente his Shallop to
trade for corne into the baye under the corhaunde of Enfigne Harrifon, the {aide Enfigne
fhoulde affirme to one Thomas Davis, of Pafpaheighs, Gent (as the faid Thomas Davis
depofed upon oathe) that they had made a harde voiage, had they not mett w** a Canoa
coming out of a creeke, where their Shallop could not goe, For the Indians refufing to
fell their Corne, thofe of the fhallop entered the Canoa w' their armes & tooke it by
force, meafuring out the corne w** a baskett they had, into the fhallop and (as the faid
Enfigne Harrifon {aith) given them fatisfaction in Copper, Beades, and other trucking
Stuffe, Hitherto M* Davys upon his oath.

Further more it was fignified from Opochancano to the Governour that thefe people
had complaind to him to procure them iuftice, For web confiderations & becaufe fuche
outrages as this might breed danger and loffe of life to others of the Colony, we» fhould
have leave to trade in the Baye hereafter, & for prevention of the like violences ag'*
the Indians in time to come, this order following was agreed on by the Generall Affembly :

A fecond order made again{t Captaine Martin, at James Citty, July jo't 1619.

It was alfo ordered by the Affembly the fame daye, that in cafe Captaine Martin
and the ging of his fhallop could not throughly anfwere an accufation of an outrage
comiitted againft a certaine Canoa of Indians in the Baye, that then it was thought
reafon (his Patente notwtt{tanding the authority whereof he had in that cale abufed)
he fhoulde from henceforth take leave of the Governor as other men, & fhould putt in
fecurity, that his people fhall corhitte no fuch outrage any more

Upon this a letter or warrant was drawen in the name of the whole Affembly to
furhon Captaine Martin to appeare before them in forme following:

By the Governr and generall Affembly of Virginia.

Captaine Martine, we are to requeft you upon fight hereof, with all convenient
fpeed to repaire hither to James Citty, to treate & conferre w** us about fome matters
of efpiciale importance, wet concerne both us, and the whole Colony, & your felfe, And
of this we pray you not to faile,

James Citty, July 3ot* 1619.

To our very loving friend Capt®® John Martin Eiquire, Mafter of the Ordinance.

Thefe obftacles removed, the Speaker, who a long time had bene extreame fickly,
and therefore not able to paffe through long harangues, delivered in briefe to the whole
affembly the occafions of their meeting, We" done, he read unto them the corhiffion for
eftablifhing the Counfell of Eftate & the Generall Affembly, wherein their duties were

defcribed to the life, .
Having
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Having thus prepared them, he read over unto them the greate Charter or cothiffion
of priviledges, orders & lawes fente by Sir George Yeardly out of Englande wet for the
more eafe of the Committees, having divided into fower books, he read the former two
the fame forenoon, for expeditions fake, a fecond time over, & {o they were referred to the
perufall of twoe Corhittees, we* did reciprocally confider of either, & accordingly brought
in their opinions, But fome man may here objeéte to what ende we fhoulde prefume to
refferre that to the examination of Committees, wet the Counfell & Company in Eng-
lande had already refolved to be perfect & did expecte nothinge but our affente there
unto. To this we anfwere, that we did it not to the ende to correcte or controll any
thing therein contained, but onely in cafe we fhould finde ought not perfeétly {quaring
wtt the {tate of this Colony, or any lawe wet did preffe or binde too harde, that wee
might by waye of humble petition feeke to have it redreffed; efpecially becaufe this
great Charter is to binde us & our heyers for ever.

The names of the Corhittees for perufing the firft booke of the fower:

1. Captain William Powell, 2. Enfigne Rofingham,
3. Captaine Warde, 4. Captaine Tucker,
5. Mr Shelley, 6. Thomas Doufe,
7. Samuel Jordan, 8. Mr Boys.
The names of the Corhittees for perufing the fecond booke:
1. Captaine Lawne, 2. Captaine Graves,
3. Enfigne Spence, 4. Samuel Sharpe,
5. William Cap, 6. Mr Pawilett,
7. Mr Jefferfon, 8. Mt Jackfon.

Thefe Cornittees thus appointed, we brake up the fir{t forenoons Affembly.

After dinner the Governo® and thofe that were not of the Cornittees fate a feconde
time, while the faid Corhittees were employed in the perufall of thofe twoe bookes.
And whereas the Speaker had propounded fower feverall objects for the Affembly to
confider on namely firft, the great charter of orders, lawes & priviledges, Secondly which
of the inftructions given by the Counfell in England to my Lord le Warre, Captaine
Argall or Sir George Yeardley, might conveniently putt on the habite of Lawes; Thirdly
what Lawes might i{fue out of the private conceipte of any of the Burgeffes, or any other
of the Colony; & laftly what petitions were fitt to be fente home for Englande It pleafed
the Governor for expeditions fake to have the fecond objeéte of the fower to be examined
& prepared by himlelfe and the non Corhiittee. Wherein after having fpente fome three
houres conference, the twoe Corhittees brought in their opinions concerning the twoe
former bookes (the fecond of we! beginneth at thefe wordes of the Charter.) And for-
afmuche as our intente is to eftablifh one equall & uniforme kinde of government over
all Virginia &c) wet the whole A{fembly, becaufe it was late deferred to treatt of till
the next morning.

Satturday July 31.

THE nexte daye therefore out of the opinions of the {aid Cornittees, it was agreed,
thofe Petitions enfuing fhould be framed, to be prefented to the Treafurer
Counfel & Company in England. Upon the Corhittees perufall of the firft

Book, the Generall Affembly, doe become moft humble fuitours to their
lo?* and to the reft of that hon®'* Counfell and renowned Company, that albeit they
have bene pleas’d to allotte unto the Govern’ to themfelves together wtt the Counfell
of Eftate here, & to the Officers of Incorporations, certain large portions of lande to
be layde out wtkin the limites of the fame, yet that they would vouchfafe alfo, that
fuch groundes as heretofore had bene granted by patent to the antient Planters by former

Governours, that had from the Company received Cothiffion fo to doe, might not nowe,

after fo muche labour & cofte, & fo many yeares habitation be taken from them. And

to
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to the ende that no man might doe or {uffer any wrong in this kinde, that they woulde
favour us fo muche (if they meane to graunte this our petition) as to fende us notice,
what corhiffion or authority for graunting of landes they have given to eache particular
Governour in times pafte.

The {econde petition of the General Affembly framed by the Corhittees out of the
fecond book is, that the Trefurer & Company in England would be pleafed wtt as muche
convenient {peede as may bee to fende men hither to occupie their landes belonging to the
fower Incorporations, as well for their owne behoofe and proffitt as for the maintenance
of the Counfel of Eftate, who are nowe to their extream hindrance often drawen far
from their private bufines, & likewife that they will have a care to fende tenants to the
minifters of the fower Incorporations to manure their gleab, to the intente that the
allowance they have allotted them of 200 li. a yeare may the more eafily be raifed.

The thirde Petition humbly prefented by this General Affembly to the Treafurer,
Counfell & Comp? is, that it may plainely be expreffed in the great Corhiffion (as indeed
it is not) that the antient Planters of both fortes, viz., fuche as before Sir Thomas Dales
departure were come hither upon their owne charges, and fuche alfo as were brought
hether upon the Companies cofte, maye have their fecond, third, & more divifions
{ucceffively in as lardge and free manner as any other Planters. Alfo that they will be
pleafed to allowe to the male children, of them & of all others begotten in Virginia,
being the onely hope of a Pofterity, a fingle {hare a piece, and fhares for their wives as
for themfelves, becaufe that in a newe plantation it is not knowen whether man or
wornan be the moft neceffary.

Their fourth Petition is to befeech the Treafurer Counfell & Company that they
would be pleafed to appoint a Sub-Trefurer here to collecte their rentes, to the ende
that the Inhabitants of this Colony be not tyed to an impoffibility of paying the fame
yearly to the Treafurer in England, & that they would enjeine the {aid Sub Treafurer
not precifely according to the Letter of the Charter to exacte mony of us (whereof we
have none at all, as we have no minte) but the true value of the rente in corhodity.

The fifte Petition is to befeeche the Treafurer the Counfell & Company, that towards
the ere®ting of the Univerfity and Colledge, they will fende, when they fhall thinke
moft convenient, workmen of all fortes fitt for that purpofe.

The fixte and lafte is, that they will be pleafed to change the {avage name of Kiccow-
tan, & to give that Incorporation a newe name.

Thefe are the {everal Petitions drawen by the Corhittees out of the two former
bookes wet the whole general Affembly in maner & forme above fett downe doe moft
humbly offer up and prefent to the favourable conftruétion of the Treafurer Counfell
& Company in England,

Thefe petitions thus concluded on, thofe twoe Corhittees broughte in a reporte,
what they had obferved in the two latter bookes, wet was nothing elfe, but that the
perfeétion of them was fuche as they could finde nothing therein fubjet to exception.
Only the Govern™ particular opinion to my felfe in private hathe bene, as touching a
claufe in the thirde booke, that in thefe doubtfull times between us and the Indians,
it would behoove us not to make {o lardge diftances between Plantation & Plantation
as ten miles but for our more {trength & {ecurity to drawe nearer together.

At the fame time, there remaining no farther {cruple in the mindes of the Affembly
touching the faid great Charter of Lawes orders and priviledges, the Speaker putt the
fame to the queftion, & fo it had both the general affent & the applaufe of the whole
Affembly; who as they profeffed themfelves in the firft place moft fubmiffively thankfull
to Almighty God therefore, {o they commaunded the Speaker to returne (as nowe he
doth) their due and humble thankes to the Treafurer, Counfell & Company for fo many
privilidges & favours as well in their owne names, as in the names of the whole Colony
whom they reprefented.

This being difpatched, we fell once more to debating of {fuche inftructions given by
the Counfell in England to feveral Gover®e as might be converted into lawes, the lafté

whereo
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whereof was the eftablifhment of the price of Tobacco, namely of the beft at 3s and of
the fecond at 18d the pounde. At the reading of this the Affembly thought good to
fend for M Abraham Perfey, the Caper Marchant to publifhe this inftruétion to him,
& to demande of him if he knewe any impediment why it might not be admitted of.
His anfwere was that he had not as yet received any {uche order from the Adventurers
of the Magazin in England, And not wtt{tanding he fawe the authority was good,
yet he was unwilling to yield, till fuche time as the Gov* & Affembly had layd their
corhandment upon him, out of the authority of the forefaid Inftructions as followeth:
By the General Affembly

We will & require you, M* Abraham Perfey, Cape Marchant, from this daye for-
warde to take notice, that according to an article in the Inftructions confirmed by the
Treafurer, Counfell & Company in Englande at a General quarter Courte, bothe by
voices and under their handes & the Cothon feale, and given to Sir George Yeardley,
Knight, this prefent governour, Dec’ 1, 1618, that you are bounde to accepte of the
Tobacco of the Colony, either for commodities or upon bills at three fhillings the beft,
& the fecond forte at 18d the pounde, and this fhall be your fufficient difchardge.

James Citty out of the faid General Affembly July 31, 1619.

At the fame time the Inftruftions convertible into Lawes were referred to the
confideration of the above named Committees, v22., the general Inftru&tions to the
firft Committee and the particular Inftructions to the fecond, to be returned by them
into the Affembly on Mwunday Morning.

Sunday Aug. 1
MR. SHELLEY one of the Burgeffes deceaffed.

Monday Aug. 2

APTAINE john Martin (according to the furhons fent him on Friday, July,
C 30.) made his perfonall appearance at the barre, when as the Speaker having,
firft read unto him the orders of the Affembly that concerned him, he pleaded
. lardgely for himfelf to them both, & indevoured to anfwere fome other thinges
that were objeéted agf his Patente, In fine being demanded out of the former order,
whether he would quitte that claufe of his Patent, wek (quite otherwife then Sir William
Throckmortons, Captain Chriftopher Lawnes, and other mens patentes) exempteth
himfelfe & his people from all {ervices of the Colonie, excepte onely in cafe of warre
ag't a forren or domefticall eneme. His anfwere was negative, that he would not infringe
any parte of his Patente. Whereupon it was refolved by the Affembly, that his Burgeffes
fhould have no admittance.

To the fecond order his anfwere was affirmative, namely, that (his Patente not-
with{tanding) whenfoever he fhould fende into the Baye, to trade, he woulde be contente
to putt in fecurity to the Governour for the good behaviour of his people towardes the
Indians.

It was at the fame time further ordered by the Affembly that the Speaker in their
names fhould (as he nowe doe) humbly demande of the Treafurer Counfell and Company
an expofition of this one claufe in Captaine Martins Patente, namely where it is faid,
That he is to enjoye his landes in as lardge & ample a manner to all intentes & purpofes,
as any Lord of any manours in England doth holde his grounde, out of wet {ome have

collected

1 The cape merchant, or cap-merchant (that is, head merchant), was the officer in charge of the company's
fupplies.
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collected, that he might by the {ame graunte protefte men, from paying their debtes,
and from diverfe other dangers of Lawe, The leaft the Affembly can alledge againft this
claufe is, that it is obfcure, & that it is a thing impoffible for us here to know the Pre-
rogatives of all the Manours in Englande. The Affembly therefore humbly befeecheth
their Lop* & the reft of the Hon®' boarde, that in cafe they fhall finde any thing in
this or in any other parte of his graunte, whereby that claufe towardes the conclufion
of the great charter (viz that all grauntes as well of the one forte as of the
other refpectively, be made w® equall favour & graunts of like liberties & ifhiunities as
neer as may be, to the ende that all complainte of partiality and unindifferency may
be avoided) might in any forte be contradifted; or the uniformity and equality of lawes
& orders extending over the whole Colony might be impeached; That they would be
pleafed to remove any {uch hinderance, as may diverte out of the true courfe the free
& publique current of Juftice.

Upon the fame grounde & reafon their Lor® together with the reft of the Counfell
& Company, are humbly befought by the Generale Affembly, that if in that other
claufe wet exempteth Captaine Martin & his people from all {ervices of the Colony
&c they fhall finde any refiftance ag' that equality and uniformity of Lawes & orders
intended nowe by them to be eftablifhed over the whole Colony, that they would be
plealed to reforme it.

In fine, whereas Captaine Martin for thofe ten fhares allowed him for his perfonal
adventure, & for his adventure of 70!i befides doth claime goo acres a fhare: that the
Treafurer, Counfell & Company woulde vouchfafe to give notice to the Governour
here, what kinde of fhares they meante he fhould have, when they gave him his Patente.

The premiffes about Captaine Martin thus refolved the Committie appointed to
confider, what inftructions are fitt to be converted into Lawes, brought in their opinions,
& firft of fome of the general in{truétions.

Here begin the lawes drawen out of the Inftru®ions given by his Matie
Counfell of Virginig in England to My Lo: La warre, Captaine Argall,
& Sir George Yeardly, knight.

By this prefent General Affembly be it enacted that noe injury or oppreifion be
wrought by the Englifh agt the Indians whereby the prefent peace might be difturbed,
& antient quarrels might be revived. And farther be it ordained that the Chicohomins
are not to be excepted out of this Lawe, untill either that fuch order come out of Englande,
or that they doe provoke us by {ome newe injury

Againft Idlenefs, gaming, drunkennes, & exceffe in apparel, the Affembly hath
enacted as followeth

Firft in deteftation of Idlers, be it enadted, that if any man be founde, to live as
an Idler or runegate though a freed man, it fhall be lawfull for that Incorporation or
Plantation to wet he belongeth to appoint him a M- to ferve for wages till he fhewe
apparant fignes of amendment.

Againft gaming at Dice & Cardes be it ordained by this prefent Affembly, that the
winner or winners fhall lofe all his or their winnings & both winners & loofers {hall
forfaite ten fhillings a man, one ten fhillinges whereof to goe to the difcoverer, & the
reft to charitable & pious ufes in the Incorporation where the faults are corhitted.

Againft drunkenes be it alfo decreed, that if any private perfon be found culpable
thereof, for the firft time he is to be reprooved privately by the Minifter, the fecond
time, publiquely, the Thirde time to lye in boltes 12 houres in the Houfe of the Provoft
Marfhall & to paye his fees, and if he {till continue in that vice, to undergo {fuche fevere
punifhment, as the Governo* & Councell of Eftate fhall think fitt to be infli¢ted on him.
But if any Officer offende in this crime, the firft time he fhall receive a reproof from the
Governour, the fecond time he fhall openly be reprooved in the Churche by the minifter,
& the third time he fhall firft be corhitted & then degraded. Provided it be underftood,
that the Governr hath alwaies power to reftore him, when he fhall, in his difcretion
thinke fitte

Againft
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Againft exceffe of apparell, that every man be ceffed in the Churche for all publique
contributions, if he be unmarried according to his owne apparrell, if he be married,
according to his owne & his wives, or either of their apparell.

As touching the Inftruction of drawing fome of the better difpofed of the Indians
to converfe wtt our people & to live & labour among them, the Affembly who
know well their difpofitions, thinke it fitte to enjoine, at leaft to counfell thofe of the
Colony neither utterly to rejecte them, nor yet to drawe them to come in. But in cafe
they will of themfelves come voluntarily to places well peopled there to doe fervice, in
killing of Deere, Fifhing, beatting Corne, & other workes that then five or fixe may be
admitted into every fuch place, and no more, & that w*® the confente of the Governour,
provided that good guard in the night be kept upon them, for generally (though {ome
among{t many may proove good) they are a moft trecherous people, & quickly gone
when they have done a villany. And it were fitt, a houfe were builte for them to lodge
in apart by themfelves, and lone inhabitants by no meanes to entertaine them.

Be it enadted by this prefent affembly, that for laying a furer foundation of the
converfion of the Indians to Chriftian Religion, eache towne, citty Borrough, & partic-
ular plantation do obtaine unto themfelves by juft meanes a certaine number of the
natives Children to be educated by them in true Religion & civile courfe of life. Of
web children the moft towardly boyes in witt & graces of nature to be brought up by
them in the firfte Elements of litterature, {o as to be fitted for the Colledge intended for
them, that from thence they may be fent to that worke of converfion.

As touching the bufines of planting corne, this prefent Affembly doth ordaine, that-
yeare by yeare, all & every houleholder and houfeholders, have in {tore for every fervant
he or they fhall keep, & alfo for his or their owne perfons, whether they have any Servants
or no, one {pare barrell of corne to be delivered out yearly either upon fale or exchange,
as need fhall require. For the negleét of web duty he fhall be Subjeét to the cenfure of
the Govern® & Councell of Eftate, provided alwayes, that for the firft yeare of every
newe man this Lawe fhall not be in force.

About the Plantation of Mulberry trees be it enacted that every man, as he is
{eated upon his divifion, doe for feven yeares together every yeare plante & maintaine
in growth fixe Mulberry trees at the leafte and as many more as he fhall thinke con-
veniente, & as his virtue & induftry fhall moove him to plante, and that all fuch perfons
as fhall negledt the yearly planting & maintaining of that fmall proportion, fhall be
Subjecte to the cenfure of the Governour, & the Councell of Eftate

Be it farther enacted, as concerning filke-flaxe that thofe men that are upon their
divifion or {ettled habitation doe this next yeare plante & Dreffe 100 plantes wet being
founde a comnodity may farther be encreafed. And whofoever do faile in the perform-
ance of this fhall be fubject to the punifhment of the Governour & Councell of Eftate.

For hempe alfo both Englifhe & Indian, & for Englifhe Flaxe & Annifeeds, wee doe
require & enjoine all houfeholders of this Colony, that have any of thofe feeds, to make
tryal thereof the nexte fealon.

Moreover be it enaéted by this prefent Affembly, that every houfeholder doe
yearly plante & maintaine ten vines, untill they have attained to the arte & experience
of dreffing a vineyard, either by their owne induftry, or by the inftruction of fome Vigne-
ron. And that upon what penalty foever, the Governo* & Councell of Eftate (hall
think fitt to impofe upon the neglecters of this Aéte.

Be it alfo enacted, that all neceffary tradefmen, or foe many as need fhall require,
fuche as are come over fince the departure of Sir Thomas Dale, or that fhall hereafter
come fhall worke at their trades for any other man, eache one being payde according to
the qualitye of his trade & worke, to be eftimated, if he fhall not be contented, by the
Governor & Officers of the place where he worketh.

Be it further ordained by this General Affembly and wee doe by thefe Prefents
enatte, that all contradts made in England betweene the owners of lande & their Tenants

and
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and Servantes w<t they fhall fend hither, may bee caufed to be duly performed, and
that the offenders be punifhed as the Gover™ & Councell of Eftate fhall think juft
& convenient.

Be it eftablifhed alfo by this prefent Affembly, that no crafty or advantageous
meanes be fufferd to be putt in practice for the inticing awaye the Tenants & Servants
of any particular plantation from the place where they are Seatted. And that it fhall
be the duty of the Governor & Councell of Eftate moft feverely to punifhe bothe the
feducers & the feduced, and to returne thefe latter into their former places.

Be it further enacted, that the orders for the Magazine lately made be exadtly
kepte, & that the Magazine be preferved from wronge & finifter practifes, & that accord-
ing to the orders of Courte in Englande, all Tobacco & Saffafras be brought by the
planters to the Cape Marchant till fuche time as all the goods nowe or heretofore fent
for the Magazine be taken off their handes at the prices agreed on, that by this meanes
the fame going for Englande into one hande, the price thereof, may be upheld the better.
And to the ende that all the whole Colony may take notice of the laft order of Courte
made in Englande, & all thole whom it concerneth may know how to obferve it wee
holde it fitt to publifhe it here for a Lawe among the reft of our Lawes, the wet order is
as followeth.

Upon the 26 of Odlober 1618, it was ordered that the Magazine fhould continue
during the terme formerly prefixed, & that certaine abufes nowe complained of fhould
be reformed; and that for preventing of all impofitions, fave the allowance of 25 in the
hundred proffitt the Governor fhall have an invoice as well as the Cape Marchant, that
if any abufe in the fale of the goods be offered, hee upon intelligence & due examination
thereof fhall fee it correted. And for the encouragement of particular hundreds, as
Smyths Hundred, Martins Hundred, Lawnes Hundred, & the like, it is agreed, that what
corhodities are reaped upon anie of thefe Severall Colonies, it fhall be lawfull for them
to return the fame to their owne Adventurers. Provided that the fame corhodity be
of their owne growing, wttout trading w*t any other, in one entyre lumpe, & not difperfed,
& that at the determination of the jointe ftocke the goods then remaining in the Magazine
fhall be bought by the faid particular Colonies before any other goods we® fhall be fente
by private men. And it is moreover ordered, that if the Lady La warre, the Lady Dale,
Captain Bargrave, & the reft, would unite themfelves into a fettled Colony, they might
be capable of the fame priviledges that are graunted to any of the forefaid Hundreds.
Hitherto the Order.

All the general Affembly by voices concluded not only the acceptance & obferva-
tion of this Order, but of the Inftruétion alfo to Sir George Yeardley next preceding the
fame. Provided fir{t that the Cape Marchant do accept of the Tobacco of all and everie
the Planters here in Virginia, either for goods or upon Bills of Exchange at three fhillings
the pounde the befte, & 18d the feconde forte. Provided alfo that the billes be duly
payde in Englande. Provided in the third place, that if any other befides the Magazine
have at any time any neceffary corhodity wet the Magazine doth wante, it fhall & may
be lawfull for any of the Colony to buy the faid neceffary Coriodity of the {aid party,
but upon the termes of the Magazine viz allowing no more gaine then 25 in the Hundred,
& that with the leave of the Governour, Provided laftly, that it may be lawfull for the
Governr to give leave to any Mariner, or any other perfon that fhall have any fuche
neceffary corhodity wanting to the Magazine, to carrie home for England fo much
Tobacco or other naturall cothodities of the Country, as his Cuftomers fhall pay him
for the faid neceffary comodity or corhodities. And to the ende we may not onely,
perfuade & incite men, but inforce them alfo thoroughly & loyally to cure their Tobacco
before they bring it to the Magazine, be it enaéted, and by thefe prefents we doe enacte,
that if upon the judgment of fower fufficient men of any incorporation where the Maga-
zine fhall refide (having firft taken their oaths to give true fentence, twoe whereof to
be chofen by the Cape Marchant, & twoe by the Incorporation) any Tobacco whatfoever
fhall not proove vendible at the fecond price, that it fhall there immediately be burnt
before the owners face. Hitherto fuche Lawes as were drawen out of the Inftructions.

Tuefday,
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Tuefday Aug. 3, 1619.

HIS Morning a thirde forte of Lawes (fuche as might proceed out of every
I mans private conceit) were read & refferred by halves to the fame corhittees
weh were from the beginning.

This done Captaine William Powell prefented to the affembly a petition,
to have juftice againft a lewd and trecherous fervant of his, who by falfe accufation
given up in writing to the Governour fought not onely to get him depofed from his govern-
ment of James Citty, and utterly (according to the Proclamation) to be degraded from
the Place & title of a Captaine, but to take his life from him alfo. And fo out of the
faid Petition {prang this order following

Captaine William Powell prefented a petition to the General Affembly againit one
Thomas Garnett a fervant of his not onely for extream negle@ of his bufines, to the
great lofs & prejudice of the faid Captaine, and for openly and impudently abufing his
Houfe, in fight both of Mafter and Miftreffe, through wantonnes wtt a woman f{ervant
of theirs, a widdowe, but alfo for falfely accufing him to the Governo* both of Drunken-
nes, & Thefte, & befides for bringing his fellow {ervants to teftifie on his fide, wherein
they juftly failed him. It was thought fitt by the General Affembly (the Governour
himfelf giving fentence) that he fhould {ftand fower dayes with his eares nayled to the
Pillory, viz Wednefday Aug. 4** and fo likewife Thurfday, fryday, & Satturday next
following, & every of thofe fower days fhould be publiquely whipped. Now as touching
the neglecte of his worke, what fatisfaétion ought to be made to his Mr for that, is
referred to the Governour & Councell of Eftate.

The fame morning the lawes above written drawen out of the Inftruétions were
read, & one by one thoroughly examined, & then paffed once again the general confente
of the whole affembly.

This Afternoon the committies brought in a reporte, what they had done as con-
cerning the third forte of Lawes, the difcuffing whereof {pente the refidue of that daye.
Excepte onely the confideration of a Petition of M* John Rolfes againft Cap* John
Martin for writing a Letter to him wherein (as M* Rolfe alledgeth) he taxeth him both
unfeemly and amiffe of certaine things wherein he was never faulty, and befides cafteth
fome afperfion upon the prefent government, web is the moft temperate & juft that ever
was in this country, too milde indeed for many in this Colony, whom unwonted liberty
hath made infolente, and not to know themfelves. This Petition of M Rolfes was
thought fitt to be referred to the Councell of State.

Wednefday Aug. 4™

HIS daye (by reafon of extream heat both pafte, and likely to enfue, & by that
meanes, of the alteration of the healthes of diverfe of the General Affembly)

the Governour who himfelfe alfo was not well, refolved fhould be the laft of

this firft Seffion, So in the Morning the Speaker (as he was required by the
Affembly) redd over all the Lawes and orders that had formerly paffed the Houfe, to
give the fame yett one teview more & to {ee, whether there were any thing to be amended,
or that might be excepted againfte, this being done, the third forte of Lawes, wet I am
nowe coming to fett downe, were read over & thoroughly difcuffed, we» together w*
the former did now paffe the lafte and finall confente of the General Affembly.

A third forte of Lawes fuche as may iffue out of
every mans private conceipt
It fhall be free for every man to trade wtt the Indians Servants onely excepted,
upon paine of whipping unlefs the M* redeeme it off wtt the payment of an Angell, one
fourthe parte whereof to go to the Provoft Marfhall, one fourth parte to the difcoverer,

& the other moyty to the publique ufes of the Incorporation where he dwelleth
That
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That no man do fell or give any Indians any piece fhott, or poulder, or any other
armes offenfive or defenfive, upon paine of being held a Traytour to the Colony, & of
being hanged, as {oon as the fact is proved, wthout all redemption.

That no man do fell or give any of the greater howes to the Indians, or any Euglifh
dog of quality, as a Maftive, Greyhound, Blood hounde lande, or water Spaniel, or
any other dog or bitche whatfoever, of the Englifh race, upon paine of forfaiting 5
fterling to the publique ufes of the Incorporation where he dwelleth.

That no man may go above twenty miles from his dwelling place, nor upon any
voiage what foever fhall be abfent from thence for the {pace of feven dayes together,
wtbout firft having made the Governo*r or corhander of the fame place acquainted
therewith upon paine of paying twenty fhillinges to the publique ufes of the fame
Incorporation, where the party delinquent dwelleth.

That no man fhall purpofely goe to any Indian townes, habitations, or places of
refort, wttout leave from the Gover® or cornander of that place where he liveth upon
paine of paying g0° to publique ufes as aforefaid.

That no man living in this Colony, but {hall between this and the firft of January
nexte enfuing come or fende to the Secretary of State, to enter his own & all his fervants
names, & for what terme, or upon what conditions they are to ferve, upon penalty of
paying 4o0° to the faid Secretary of State. Alfo whatfoever M or people doe come over
to this plantation, that within one month of their arrivall (notice being firft given them
of this very Lawe,) they fhall likewife reforte to the Secretary of State & fhall Certifie
him upon what termes or conditions they be come hither, to the ende that he may
recorde their grauntes and corhiffions, and for how long time and upon what conditions
their fervants (in cafe they have any) are to ferve them, and that upon paine of the
penalty nexte above mentioned.

All Minifters in the Colony fhall once a year namely in the moneth of Marche,
bring to the Secretary of Eftate a true account of all the Chriftenings, burials, & mar-
riages, upon paine, if they faile, to be cenfured for their negligence by the Governour
& Councell of Eftate Likewife where there be no minifters, that the corhanders of the
place doe {upply the fame duty.

No man wthout leave from the Governour fhall kill any Neat cattle whatfoever,
young or olde, efpecially kine, Heyfurs or Cowcalves, & fhall be carefull to preferve
their Steers & Ozxen, & to bring them to the plough & fuch profittable ufes, & wttout
having obtained leave as aforefaid fhall not kill them upon penalty of forfaiting the
value of the Beaft fo killed.

Whofoever fhall take any of his neighbours boates, oares, or canoas wttout leave
from the owner fhall be helde and efteemed as a felon and {o proceeded againft; alfo hee
that fhall take away by violence or {tealth any canoas or other thinges from the Indians
fhall make valuable reftitution to the faid Indians, and fhall forfaiet, if he be a free-
holder, five pound; if a fervant 40¢, or endure a whipping:and anything under the value
of 13¢ fhall be accounted Petty larceny.

All minifters fhall duely read divine fervice, and exercife their minifterial funion
according to the Ecclefiafticall Lawes and orders of the church of Englande, and every
Sunday in the afternoon fhall Catechize fuche as are not yet ripe to come to the Com-
union. And whofoever of them fhall be found negligent or faulty in this kinde fhall be
fubjeét to the cenfure of the Govern*® and Councell of Eftate

The Minifters and Churchwardens fhall feeke to prevente all ungodly diforders;
the corhitters whereofe if, upon goode admonitions and milde reproofe they will not for.
beare the faid skandalous offences, as {ufpicions of whoredoms, difhonelt company
keeping with weomen and fuch like, they are to be prefented and punifhed accordingly.

If any perfon after two warnings, doe not amende his or her life in point of evident
fufpicion of Incontinency or of the corhiffion of any other enormous finnes, that then he
or {hee be prefented by the Churchwardens and fufpended for a time from the churche
by the minifter. In we* Interim if the fame perfon do not amende and humbly {ubmitt
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him or herfelfe to the churche, he is then fully to be excorhunicate and foon after g
writt or warrant to be fente from the Govern* for the apprehending of his perfon &
feizing all his goods. Provided alwayes, that all the minifters doe meet once a quarter,
namely, at the fealt of St Michael the Arkangell, of the nativity of our Saviour, of the
Annuntiation of the bleffed Virgine, and about midfomer, at James Citty or any other
place where the Gover=" fhall refide, to determine whom it is ftt to excoffunicate, and
that they firft prefente their opinion to the Governour ere they proceed to the a&e of
excomunication

For Reformation of {wearing, evry freeman and M- of a family after thrice admonj-
tion fhall give 5° or the value upon prefente demande, to the ufe of the churche where
he dwelleth: and every fervant after the like admonition, excepte his Mr difcharge the
fine, fhall be fubjeét to whipping. Provided, that the payment of the fine notw*s{tand.
ing, the faid fervant fhall acknowledge his faulte publiquely in the Church.

No man whatfoever coming by water from above, as from Henrico, Charles citty,
or any place from the weftwarde of James Citty, & being bound for Kiccowtan or any
other parte on this fide of the fame, fhall prefume to pafs by either by day or by night
w*tout touching firfte here at James Citty, to know whether the Governour will corhande
him any fervice. And the like fhall they performe that come from Kiccowtan ward,
or from any place between this & that to go upwarde; upon paine of forfaiting ten
pound Sterling a time to the Governor. Provided that if a fervant having had inftrutt-
ions from his Mafter to obferve his Service doe notw**{tanding tranfgreffe the fame that
then the faid fervant fhall be punifhed at the Gover®s difcretion otherwife that the
Mafter himfelf fhall undergo the forefaid penalty.

No man fhall trade into the Baye either in Shallop pinnace, or fhip wtbout the
Governours Licenfe, and wttout putting in fecurity, that neither himf{elfe, nor his Com-
pany fhall force or wrong the Indians, upon paine that doing otherwife they fhall be
cenfured at their returne by the Governour & Counfell of Eftate.

All perfons whatfoever upon Sabaoth days fhall frequente divine fervice & fermons
both forenoon and afternoone; & all fuche as beare armes, fhall bring their pieces,
Swordes, poulder, & fhotte. And Every one that fhall tranfgreffe this Lawe, fhall
forfaiet three fhillinges a time to the ufe of the Churche, all lawful & neceffary impedi-
ments excepted. But if a fervant in this cafe thall wilfully neglecte his Mr* cothande he
fhall {fuffer bodily punithmente.

No maide or woman fervant, either now refident in the Colonie, or hereafter to
come, fhall contra@® herfelfe in marriage w'tout either the confente of her parents or
her Mr or M, or of the magiftrate & Minifter of the place both together. And whatfo-
ever Minifter fhall marry or contrate any fuche perfons wttout fome of the forefaid
confentes fhall be fubjedte to the fevere ceniure of the Gover™ & Counfell of Eftate.

Be it enacted by the prefent affembly, that whatfoever fervant hath heretofore, or
fhall hereafter contracte himfelfe in Englande, either by way of Indenture or otherwife,
to ferve any Malfter here in Virginia, and fhall afterward, againft his faid former con-
tracte, depart from his M wttout leave, or being once imbarked, fhall abandon the
thip he is appointed to come in, & fo being lefte behinde, fhall put himfelfe into the
fervice of any other man that will bring him hither; that then at the fame fervants
arrival here, he fhall fir{t ferve out his time, with that Mr that brought him hither and
afterward alfo fhall {ferve out his time w** his former Mafter according to his covenant.

Here ende the Lawes.

All thefe lawes being thus concluded & confented to, as aforefaide Captaine Henry
Spelman was called to the Barre, to anfwer to certaine mifdemeanors layde to his chardge
by Robert Poole interpretour, upon his Oath (whofe examination the Gover® {ente into
Englande in the Profperus) of we® accufations of Poole fome he acknowledged for true,
but the greateft part he denyed. Whereupon the General Affembly having throughly
heard, & confidered his {peeches, did conftitute this order following again{t him, 4

ug.
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Aug. gt 1619

This day Captaine Henry Spelman was convented before the General Affembly,
& was examined by a relation upon oath of one Robert Poole Interpreter what con-
ference had paffed between the faid Spelman & Opochancano at Pooles meeting
with him in Opochancanos courte. Poole chardgeth him, he fpake very unreverently
& malicioufly ag' this prefent Governr wherby the honour & dignity of his place &
perfon, & fo of the whole Colonie, might be brought into Contempte, by weh
meanes what mifchiefs might enfue from the Indians by difturbance of the Peace
or otherwife, may eafily be conjeftured. Some things of this relation Spelman
confeffed, but the moft parte he denyed, excepte onely one matter of importance,
& that was, that he hade informed Opochancano, that wthin a yeare there would come
a Governour greatter than this that nowe is in place. By we & by other reportes,
it feemeth he hath alienated the minde of Opochancano from this prefent Governour,
& brought him in much difefteem both w Opochancano & the Indians, & the whole
Colony in danger of their Slippery defignes.

The general affembly upon Pooles teftimony onely not willing to putt Spelman
to the rigour & extremity of the Lawe, we* might perhaps, both fpeedily & defervedly
have taken his life from him (upon the witnefs of one whom he muche excepted ag)
were pleafed for the prefent to cenfure him rather out of that his confeffion above
written, then out of any other prooffe. Several & fharpe punifhments were pronounced
ag™ him by diverfe of the Affembly. But in fine the whole courte by voices united did
encline to the moft favourable, we® was that for this mifdemeanour he fhould firft be
degraded of his title of Capt, at the head of the Troupe, & thould be condemn? to per-
forme feven yeares fervice to the Colony, in the nature of an Interpreter to the Governour.

This fentence being read to Spelman he as one that had in him more of the Savage
then of the Chriftian, muttered certaine wordes to himfelfe, neither fhewing any remorfe
for his offences, nor yet any thankfulnefs to the Affembly for theire fo favourable
-cenfure, web he at one time or another (Gods grace not wholly abandoning him) might
wtb fome one fervice have been able to have redeemed.:

This day alfo did the Inhabitants of Pafpaheigh alias Argalls Towne, prefent a
petition to the General Affembly to give them an abfolute difchardge from certaine
Bondes wherein they ftand bound to Captaine Semuell Argall for the payment of 6oo!!
& to Captaine William Powell at Captaines Argalls appointment, for the payment of
so!i more To Captaine Argall for 15 Skore acres of woody ground called by the name of
Argalls Towne or Pafpaheigh; to Captaine Powell in refpe& of his paines in clearing the
grounde, & building the houfes for wet Captaine Argall ought to have given him {atisfac-
tion. Now, the general Affembly being doubtful whether they have any power &
authority to difchardge the faid bondes, doe by thefe prefents (at the Inftance of the
faid Inhabitants of Pafpaheighs, alias Mariins hundred people) become moft humble
futours to the Treafurer, Counfell & Company in England that they will be pleafed to
gett the faid bondes for 600" to be cancelled; for afmuch as in their great corhiffion they
have exprefily & by name appointed that place of Pafpaheigh for parte of the Gov-
ernours Lande. And wheras Captain William® Powell is payde his 50! wet Captaine
Argall enjoined the faide Inhabitantes to prefente him with, as parte of the bargaine,
the general affembly at their intreaty do become {utours on their behalfe, that Cap*
Argall, by the Counfell & Company in Englande may be compelled either to reftore the
faid 50! from thence, or elfe that reftitution thereof be made here, out of the goods of
the faid Captaine Argall.

The laft aéte of the General Affembly was a contribution to gratifie their Officers
as followeth

Aug. 4th 1619

1t is fully agreed att this Generall Affembly, that in regarde of the great paines &
labour of the Speaker of this Affembly (who not only firft formed the fame affem-
bly & to their great eafe & expedition, reduced all matters to be treatted of into

a
3 This paragraph is croffed out in the original.
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a réady method, but alfo, his indifpofition notwts{tanding wrote or dictated all orders &
other expedients, & is yett to write feverall bookes for all the feverall Incorporations
& plantations, both of the great Charter, & of all the Lawes) & likewife in refpecte of
the diligence of the Clerke & Sergeant officers thereto belonging: That every man &
manfervant of above 16 yeares of age fhall pay into the handes & Cuftody of the Bur-
geffes of every Incorporation & plantation one pound of the beft Tobacco, to be dis-
tributed to the Speaker, & likewife to the Clerke & Sergeant of the Affembly, according
to their degrees & rankes, the whole bulk whereof to be delivered into the Speakers
handes, to be divided accordingly. And in regard to the Provoft Marfhall of James
Citty hath alfo given fome attendance upon the faid General Affembly, he is alfo to have
a fhare out of the fame. And this is to begin to be gathered the 24" of February nexte.

In conclufion the whole Affembly corhanded the Speaker (as nowe he doth) to
prefent their humble excufe to the Treafurer Counfell & Company in England, for being
conftrained by the intemperature of the Weather, & the falling fick of diverfe of the
Burgeffes, to breake up fo abruptly before they had fo much as putt their Lawes to the
ingroffing, this they wholly committed to the fidelity of their Speaker, who therein
(his Confcience telles him) hath done the part of an honeft man, Otherwife he would
eafily be found out by the Burgeffes themfelves, who w*! all expedition, are to have
fo many bookes of the fame Lawes, as there be both Incorporations & Plantations, in
the Colony.

In the feconde place, the Affembly doth moft humbly crave pardon, that in fo
fhort a fpace they could bring their matter to no more perfection, being for the prefent
enforced to fend home Titles rather then Lawes, Propofitions rather than refolutions,
Attempts then Atchievements, hoping their courtefly will accepte our poore indevour,
and their wifedom will be ready to fupporte the weaknes of this little flocke.

Thirdly, the General Affembly doth humbly befeech the Treafurer Counfell &
Company, that albeit it belongeth to them onely to allowe or to abrogate any Lawes
wek we fhall here inaéte, and that it is their righte fo to doe; yet that it would pleafe
them not to take it in ill parte, if thefe Lawes, we* we have nowe brought to light, do
paffe currant & be of force, till fuche time as we may knowe their further pleafure out
of Englande, for otherwife this people (who nowe at length have gott the raines of
former fervitude into their owne fwindge:) would in fhort time grow fo infolent, as they
would fhake off all govern™t, & there would be no living among them.

Their laft humble {uit is, that the faid Counfell & Company would be pleafed, as
foon as they fhall find it convenient, to make good their promife fett down at the con-
clufion of their corhiffion for eftablifhing the Counfell of Eftate & the General Affembly:
namely that they will give us power to allowe or difallowe of their Orders of Courte, as
his Majefty hath given them power to allowe or to rejeét our Lawes.

In furhe Sir George Yeardly the Gover® prorogued the faid General Affembly till
the firft of Marche which is to fall out this prefent yeare 1619, And in the mean feafon
diffolved the fame.

1 “Swindge" is a miffpelling of “fwinge,” which is an obfolete word meaning {way, or power.
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