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Question 1
          The Islamic religion spread in a rapid manner. It spread throughout Asia, North America, and in Europe. The rapid spread of this religion was witnessed after the death of Muhammad. The Islamic religion is the second largest in the world. Several factors played a major role in this rapid and effective spread of the religion. Some of them include good governance, political unrest, tolerance, and the similarity of the religion with Christianity and Judaism.
Political instability
            Before the spread of Islam, most of the countries were under the control of the Europeans empires. Although there were established governments, they lacked true leadership. During the period Alexander the great was the lord. After his death what was witnessed was political anarchy and intermittent wars across empires. The Europeans empires were not able to provide a solution (Bolland, np). The Roman empire on the other hand also failed to control the middle east although they hand strongholds near east regions. The political instability experienced during the period provided an opportunity for the Islamic spread as the people looked for something that was to provide a solution.

Good governance
         The European empires failed to provide social and political stability. Prophet Muhammed whose death caused the rapid spread of Islamic brought in loyal and committed leadership through the introduction of Islam. Since this religion was able to provide cohesive forces that ensured unity it was able to gain more popularity (Bolland, np). Through the introduction of the religion, there was creation of ethnic and cultural identities through traditions and customs. Muhammed was able to use Islam as a major tool in providing something that made sense in a chaotic environment. All this was possible because of his good governance that other leaders lacked.
Tolerance
              Muslims provided a high degree tolerance to non-Muslims. They were even able to strike trade deals with them. This contributed largely to the spread of Islam as they even provided protection and prohibited Muslims soldiers from exploitation. They provided ethnic integration and a liberal culture that promoted coexistence. As a result, people preferred to embrace Islamic rather than Christianity (Lukens-Bull, pg.60).  Another reason that contributed to the rapid spread is that it offered better and vibrant alternatives to the pagans. An example is that it allowed the herdsmen of North America to have a cohesive and stable society. As a result, the society became more prosperous pulling many into Islamic beliefs. The establishment of madrasas was also a major contributor to the rapid spread.



Question 2
               There is so much influence of Islam to the European culture.  For instance, in agriculture. The study of improved agricultural practices was first introduced by Islam. Islamic scientist tried to come out with ways that could be used to ensure that much has been gained through the arable land. They came up with terracing and irrigations, methods that Europe later borrowed. As a result, they were able to have improved crop yields. The word irrigation is also borrowed from Arabic (Khan, pg. 22). Another way that Islamic has influenced Europe is through language. What is known as the Italian language was first used by Sicilians. These were profoundly influenced by Arabs. In the scientific field, the scientific methods are known to have originated from Alhazen. His impact is mostly seen in the study of the moon. Some of the Islamic famous philosophers were also much to observing the natural world. It is through their work that we now have what is referred to as the scientific methods.
               In the medical field, Islam seems to have contributed much to Europe. The Muslims doctors were able to study the eye, perform cataract surgery and discover bacteria. They were also able to discover different ways that this particular bacterium could be transmitted. They were also discovered heart connection to the lungs (Khan, pg.25). While they were making these advances Europe seemed to still be in the dark ages. After the black plague in Europe, they were able to make use of these advances to come up with solutions. This is a clear indication of Islam influence in Europe.
             Within education filed the much-celebrated universities of Europe were influenced by the Islamic universities. Islamic universities were first in awarding degrees. The word bachelor’s degree is also derived from Islamic. It is derived from Arabic and it means right to each on the authority of another (Pauly, np). So much of the university education is from Islam. For instance, the concept of the university chair is from the Islamic teaching practice where the teacher teaches on an elevated chair. This was done so that the teacher could be heard and seen by the students. So much has been borrowed from the Islamic practices, and although some believe that there is nothing that Islamic has contributed to Europe, one can clearly have a picture of all that Islamic has contributed. It has made a huge impact in terms of culture, trade, and knowledge.
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