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3.  In decades after the Civil War, the article/chapter from The American Yawp Capital and Labor the author make the case farmers that both and laborers were resisting the changes occurring in the U.S. economy.
 A. What were the particular issues farmers in the Midwest were struggling with during these decades? 
The farmers in the Midwestern states were grappling with the high cost of production in their farms. The cost of production, especially on farm inputs, was skyrocketing and farmers could hardly afford to keep pace with the increasing prices of farm inputs. Again, the prices of their farm produce were very low such that farmers were living under very hard economic conditions. According to Robertson (2000), most farmers had taken loans which they could not service and this led to a situation where their farms and land were repossessed by banks since the interest rates were too high for the farmers. Farming became the preserve of the wealthy who could afford the cost of machinery and labor.
B. Labor was also pushing back against the rise of capital what were their particular grievances?
The American worker felt that he/she was being shortchanged and his/her pay was not commensurate with the number of hours he/she put up. The American businessman had accrued a lot of wealth but this was not trickling down to the hard working American worker. This led to a situation where workers came up with the trade unions to fight for their rights. Top on the agenda was increased pay and reduction of working hours to eight hours a day.
 C. How did the Presidential race 1896 between William McKinley and William Jennings Bryan embody these struggles? 
The 1896 presidential race was virtually a two-horse race between the republicans and democrats. The Republicans were represented by William McKinley and the Democrats were represented by the articulate and charismatic William Jennings Bryan. McKinley was a shrewd defender of big business and the gold standard while Bryan was on the side of the workers and the exploited American farmer and against the gold standard. Most workers believed in Bryan’s message that the United States should desist from the gold standard and embark on the silver standard. Bryan lost to William McKinley since the wealthy businesses outspend his campaign fivefold. This was a big win to big business and a big blow to the struggling American worker and farmer (Robertson,2000).
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