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[bookmark: _GoBack]The explosion is made up of twenty-five lines that are characterised by eight unrhymed tercets and a final one line that is isolated. The poem's title announces the event and suggests its importance. It describes the explosion as opposed to an explosion. It starts with a description of the realm surrounding the explosion. The first tercet describes "On the day of the explosion/ Shadows pointed towards the pithead." The delineated shadows are an omen of the terrible event that followed despite that they are balanced; to some extent by the sun that "the slagheap slept." The sleeping, as well as the sun, suggests the continuation of the peaceful world.  
The next three tercets describe the working at the mine. These miners are described as a group as opposed to singled out individuals. There pipe-smoke and oath-edged talk describe them as men of the working class that are at ease with one another. Among them, there is a more adventurous and active miner who hunts some rabbits. The fourth tercet is the summation of the miners as the narrator indicates that "So they passed in beards and moleskins, / Fathers, brothers, nicknames, laughter." Considerably, they went through the "tall gates standing open"; an indication that is benign and normal and their usual work is open and apparent. 
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