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Coal, a black hard rock that is sometimes too shiny that it could pass as silver. Other times, the hard rock is as sooty as night. It is made up of 65-95% carbon and also includes hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen and sulphur.  It is formed from peat as a result of pressure of rocks laid down on top. Much of the world’ first coal was made during the Pennsylvanian Epoch which was basically from the remains of plants that died millions of years ago in tropical wetlands (Friederich, & van Leeuwen, 2017). Therefore, coal is sedimentary rock and it is hard.
The relationship between human beings and coal is sketchy given the stark lack of technology in early years in comparison to the technology that exists today. In America the first instances of coal usage date back to the Aztecs who used coal for fuel. The Romans turned Britain into a hotbed of Coal in the 2nd Century A.D.
Before the Romans gained interests in the coal industry, a scientist known as Theophrastus wrote on stone that “among the materials that are dug because they are useful are known as coal. They are made of earths and they burn like charcoal once set on fire and that they are used by those who work in metals”. (Friederich, & van Leeuwen, 2017). It is through Theophrastus writings that it was noted the use of coal in metal working.  However, the Chinese are also suspected to participate in the surface mining of coal far back as 3490 B.C 
Some early forms of coal mining include the drift mining and shaft mining. Today, the largest producer of coal is China. The country has been producing between 2.9 to 3.9 billion short tons per year.  It is the main source of energy in China and it creates job opportunities to over 5 million people per year. 
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