English 4 Semester 1 
Unit 2 - The Canterbury Tales: Exploring Motivation through Satire
The Wife of Bath Reading and Questions (30 points)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Read the following description of the WIFE OF BATH that appears in the “Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales.  Answer the questions that follow.
[image: ]There was a HOUSEWIFE come from BATH, or near, 
Who- sad to say- was deaf in either ear. 
At making cloth she had so great a bent 
She bettered those of Ypres and even of Ghent. 
In all the parish there was no goodwife 	5
Should offering make before her, on my life; 
And if one did, indeed, so wrath was she 
It put her out of all her charity. 
Her kerchiefs were of finest weave and ground; 
I dare swear that they weighed a full ten pound 		10
Which, of a Sunday, she wore on her head. 
Her hose were of the choicest scarlet red, 
Close gartered, and her shoes were soft and new. 
Bold was her face, and fair, and red of hue. 
She'd been respectable throughout her life,	15
With five churched husbands bringing joy and strife, 
Not counting other company in youth; 
But thereof there's no need to speak, in truth. 
Three times she'd journeyed to Jerusalem; 
And many a foreign stream she'd had to stem;	 20
At Rome she'd been, and she'd been in Boulogne, 
In Spain at Santiago, and at Cologne. 
She could tell much of wandering by the way: 
Gap-toothed was she, it is no lie to say. 
Upon an ambler easily she sat,	 25
Well wimpled, aye, and over all a hat 
As broad as is a buckler or a targe; 
A rug was tucked around her buttocks large, 
And on her feet a pair of sharpened spurs. 
In company well could she laugh her slurs. 	30
The remedies of love she knew, perchance, 
For of that art she'd learned the old, old dance.
In lines 1-4 of her description, we learn that the Wife of Bath has what talent?
	


Describe the physical appearance of of the Wife of Bath.  Do you think that Chaucer is praising or criticizing her appearance.  Explain your answer.
	


Reread lines 15-17.  Do you think Chaucer is being sincere or sarcastic when he writes, “She’s been respectable throughout her life”?  Explain your answer.
	


Besides marriage, what else has the Wife of Bath done a lot?
	


Put a check by any sin that you think the Wife of Bath may commit:	
	Pride
	

	Avarice (greed)
	

	Wrath (anger)
	

	Sloth (laziness)
	

	Lust
	

	Envy
	

	Gluttony (eating or drinking in excess)
	


Review the chart above.  Do her faults seem mean-spirited or harmful to others? What is Chaucer’s opinion of the Wife of Bath?  Remember:  the pilgrims are either praised, made fun of for mild flaws, or harshly criticized. Which does Chaucer seem to be doing to the Wife of Bath? Explain your choice.
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