Migration and Human Rights
Border Analysis/Observation Assignment
50 pts
Due: Sept. 26 (rough draft), Sept. 28 (final draft)** 

The Border Analysis/Observation Assignment asks you to analyze the experience of crossing a border. The basis for this assignment may include 1) analyzing a personal experience of border crossing, or 2) observing and analyzing a border at WVU. Both options are analytical rather than descriptive assignments. In other words, your experience or observation will be the material for you to analyze the meaning and purpose of borders. Papers that are purely descriptive will be marked down. You must use at least three scholarly resources from the course in your discussion and analysis.  

Option 1) Border Crossing Experience: Describe and analyze your own experience of crossing a border. 
Option 2) Borders at WVU: Observe and analyze a border at WVU. To complete this assignment, you need to observe a section of campus which you feel represents a border and a space of interaction across borders. Analyze the ways students respond to and participate in the shaping of borders.

All papers must:
· Identify the type of border you are writing about (Political, cultural, social, geographic, etc.) 
· Define and describe the nature of this border. What makes it a border? Use scholarly resources to make your argument. 
Also, consider: 
· How do you know it’s a border?
· Could it be described as a borderland? Why or why not? If so, which kind of borderland is it?  
· Do other people seem aware of the border? How are they involved in the bordering process? 
· Who/what else is involved in the bordering process? How is the border being produced or constructed? How is the border discursively constructed?
· Does this border relate to identity? If so, how? 
· How do you understand this border to be a site of power?
· Is there an “us-versus-them” dynamic at play? Do groups on either side have differing rights or power? Are they treated differently?
· How do groups on both sides of the border construct and contest it? 
· How is the border related to mobility?


**The rough draft and final draft are due in class as hard copies. We will do a peer review session on Sept. 26 and final papers will be due on September 28th. Peer evaluations and rough drafts must be submitted on September 28th with the final draft or the paper will be considered late. 
All assignments turned in after the class period or emailed to me will be marked down for lateness (5 points/day).  Essays should be no less than 1,500 words to allow sufficient space for discussion and analysis. 
All essays should be proofread and free from spelling and grammatical errors. Sources must to be properly cited in the text and in the bibliography. Incomplete citations will be marked down. 
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